
Divine Mercy Holy Hour

Sunday of Divine Mercy
Second Sunday of Easter

7 April 2024
3:00 p.m.
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From the diary of a young Polish nun, a special devotion began spreading throughout the 
world in the 1930s. The message is nothing new, but is a reminder of what the Church has 
always taught through scripture and tradition: that God is merciful and forgiving and that we, 
too, must show mercy and forgiveness. But in the Divine Mercy devotion, the message takes 
on a powerful new focus, calling people to a deeper understanding that God’s love is unlimited 
and available to everyone - especially the greatest sinners.

The message and devotion to Jesus as The Divine Mercy is based on the writings of Saint 
Faustina Kowalska, an uneducated Polish nun who, in obedience to her spiritual director, wrote 
a diary of about 600 pages recording the revelations she received about God’s mercy. Even 
before her death in 1938, the devotion to The Divine Mercy had begun to spread.

The message of mercy is that God loves us - all of us - no matter how great our sins. He wants 
us to recognize that His mercy is greater than our sins, so that we will call upon Him with trust, 
receive His mercy, and let it flow through us to others. Thus, all will come to share His joy. It is 
a message we can call to mind simply by remembering ABC:

A - Ask for His Mercy. God wants us to approach Him in prayer constantly, repenting of our 
sins and asking Him to pour His mercy out upon us and upon the whole world.

B - Be merciful. God wants us to receive His mercy and let it flow through us to others. He 
wants us to extend love and forgiveness to others just as He does to us.

C - Completely trust in Jesus. God wants us to know that the graces of His mercy are dependent 
upon our trust. The more we trust in Jesus, the more we will receive.

Devotion to The Divine Mercy involves a total commitment to God as Mercy. It is a decision 
to trust completely in Him, to accept His mercy with thanksgiving, and to be merciful as He is 
merciful.

“This Feast emerged from the very depths of My mercy, and it is confirmed in the vast depth of My 
tender mercies...It is My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter...I 
desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. 
On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon 
those souls who approach the fount of My mercy.”

(St. Faustina’s Diary, #420, 699)
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ORDER OF CELEBRATION

Opening Hymn     There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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Opening Prayer     

Exposition Hymn     O Salutaris Hostia

Presider:

All:

Lord our God,
in this great sacrament we come into the presence 
of Jesus Christ, your Son,
born of the Virgin Mary and crucified for our salvation.
May we who declare our faith in this fountain of love and mercy
drink from it the water of everlasting life.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Please kneel as the deacon brings the Blessed Sacrament to the altar.
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Reading I       Ephesians 2:4-10

Psalm Response      Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24

Gospel Acclamation      1 John 4:10

Homily           

Text: Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL
Music: Chrysogonus Waddell, OCSO, © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc.

God loved us and sent his Son
as expiation for our sins.

Music: Chant Mode VI

Gospel       Luke 15:1-10
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The Chaplet of Divine Mercy

Sign of the Cross   

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Our Father  

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. Amen.

You expired, Jesus, 
but the source of life gushed forth for souls, 
and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world. 
O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, 
envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. 

(Prayed three times):
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus 
as a fount of mercy for us, I trust in You! 

Opening Prayers
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The Apostles ’  Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Eternal Father,
I offer You the Body and Blood,
Soul and Divinity
of Your dearly beloved Son,
Our Lord, Jesus Christ,
in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world.

On the “our Father” Bead Before Each Decade

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion,
have mercy on us and on the whole world.

On the “Hail Mary ” Bead

The Hail Mary  

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you;
blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners
now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
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Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One,
have mercy on us and on the whole world.

After Five Decades,  The Concluding Doxology (Three Times)

Let us pray.
Eternal God, 
in whom mercy is endless
and the treasury of compassion — inexhaustible, 
look kindly upon us 
and increase Your mercy in us, 
that in difficult moments we might not despair 
nor become despondent, 
but with great confidence 
submit ourselves to Your holy will, 
which is Love and Mercy itself.
Amen.

Concluding Prayer

Sign of the Cross   

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Intercessions    

Presider:
God is the Father of all mercies. In him we place our faith 
as we pray the following petitions:

Deacon or Reader:
For our Holy Father Pope Francis, bishops, priests, and all the faithful:
that each will bear witness to the love and mercy of God,
let us pray to the Lord.
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.

For all who have committed grave sin and who are afraid to go to confession:
that their fears will dissolve in the face of Jesus’ longing to forgive 
and be reconciled to them,
let us pray to the Lord.
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.

For those who serve in public office:
that they govern with true compassion for the lives of the most vulnerable among us—
especially unborn children, the elderly, and persons with disabilities,
let us pray to the Lord.
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.

For parents:
that, by their guidance and the witness of their own lives,
they will teach their children how to love and forgive when they have been wronged,
let us pray to the Lord.
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.

For the protection of conscience rights and religious liberty,
and that all people of good will may work together
against the increasing threats to these fundamental rights,
let us pray to the Lord.
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.
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For peace throughout the world, especially in Ukraine and other areas of conflict:
that ancient prejudices and hatreds will be replaced 
by a spirit of mercy, peace, and unity,
let us pray to the Lord.
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.

For those who have turned away from God:
that, through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, they may find the strength to return 
to our merciful Father and be strengthened in a life of Faith,
let us pray to the Lord.
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.

For all who have died:
that, through the rich mercy of God, they may see the face of the Risen Jesus in heaven,
let us pray to the Lord.
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.

Presider:
Almighty and merciful Father, 
we give you thanks for all of your many blessings, 
and we ask you to hear these petitions in the name of your Son, 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever.
All:  Amen.



9

Benediction Hymn     

While the celebrant incenses the Blessed Sacrament,
all sing the Benediction Hymn:

Prayer of Benediction     

V.   You have given them bread from heaven, alleluia.
R.    Having all sweetness within it, alleluia.

Celebrant: Let us pray.
O God, who in this wonderful Sacrament
have left us a memorial of your Passion, 
grant us, we pray, 
so to revere the sacred mysteries of your Body and Blood 
that we may always experience in ourselves 
the fruits of your redemption. 
Who live and reign with God the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
R.   Amen.

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament



The Divine Praises     

Blessed be God.
Blessed be His Holy Name.
Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true man.
Blessed be the name of Jesus.
Blessed be His Most Sacred Heart.
Blessed be His Most Precious Blood.
Blessed be Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete.
Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary most holy.
Blessed be her holy and Immaculate Conception.
Blessed be her glorious Assumption.
Blessed be the name of Mary, Virgin and Mother.
Blessed be Saint Joseph, her most chaste spouse.
Blessed be God in His angels and in His Saints. 

May the heart of Jesus, in the Most Blessed Sacrament,
be praised, adored, and loved with grateful affection,
at every moment, in all the tabernacles of the world,
even to the end of time.
Amen.

Each phrase is repeated by the people after the celebrant:

Blessing     
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Recessional Hymn     Holy God, We Praise Thy Name
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To make a secure donation online in support of the Cathedral Parish,
please scan the QR code using the camera on your smartphone or device.

Thank you for your generosity and support of the Cathedral!
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