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Wheeling, West Virginia



Dear Parishioners and Visitors of the Cathedral of St. Joseph,

	 Today is a significant day for the Catholic Church, the canonization day for 
two young Italian men – Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio Frassati - who showed us how 
to pursue holiness in our ordinary, modern lives.

	 While I cannot be with you today at the Cathedral of St. Joseph, rest assured 
that I am celebrating with you in spirit, from the Eastern Panhandle.

	 Let us commit to learning more about the lives of Saints Carlo and Pier  
Giorgio for they were indeed leading examples of the way Christ wants us to be – 
fully alive in the Church, being the light of Christ for others, and finding joy not only 
in life’s greatest moments, but also through the times we are carrying our own cross.

	 In this Year of Hope, may we seek to be as adventurous and savvy in our 
own evangelization efforts as St. Carlo Acutis and St. Pier Giorgio Frassati. May we 
inspire others to grow in faith, hope, and love by encountering Christ in the Eucharist 
and extending that love to our neighbors.  

	 St. Carlo Acutis, pray for us!
	 St. Pier Giorgio Frassati, pray for us!

	 	 	 	 	 	 Sincerely in Christ,

	 	 	 	 	 	 +Mark E. Brennan
	 	 	 	 	 	 Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston

 

August 18, 2025 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

In recent months, our hearts have been deeply moved by the suffering of so many in the 
Holy Land, particularly in Gaza, where ongoing conflict has led to devastating humanitarian 
consequences. Thousands of families have been displaced, and essential resources such as food, 
water, medical care, and shelter remain critically scarce. Amid these hardships, our Christian 
brothers and sisters in the region continue to bear witness to the Gospel in the face of profound 
adversity. 
 

In solidarity with the Church in the Holy Land and in response to the call of Pope Leo 
XIV for the global Church to offer both spiritual and material support, I am asking all parishes in 
our diocese to participate in a Special Collection for Gaza Relief on the weekend of September 
6-7, 2025.  Funds collected will be sent to The Catholic Near East Welfare Association and 
Catholic Relief Services, both reliable Catholic charitable organizations who are already working 
on the ground to provide emergency humanitarian assistance.  

 
Checks are to be made payable to your respective parish/mission and on the memo line 

indicate Gaza Relief Collection.  The parish/mission will then send one check for all 
contributions for this collection to the DWC Finance Department, attention – Flor Prianti.  
 

I urge you to give as generously as you are able. Please also continue to pray fervently for 
peace in the Holy Land, for those who suffer from violence and displacement, and for our 
Church's ongoing witness of hope and reconciliation in this sacred yet wounded region. 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 

                        
+Mark E. Brennan 
Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston 
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ORDER OF MASS

1

Introductory Rites
Processional Hymn  			  God, We Praise You
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G reeting				    	

P enitential  A ct			   	

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned 
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done, and in what I have failed to do;

(All strike their breast as they say:)
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault;

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 
and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Kyrie from Canterbury Mass
Anthony Piccolo (b.1953)

(Schola)

“Sadness is looking at ourselves, 
happiness is looking toward God.”

St. Carlo Acutis
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G loria 	

C ollect	

Text: The Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL
Tune: People’s Mass, Jan M. Vermulst, © 1970, 2010, World Library Publications
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Homily 	  			   	

R eading I 	 				    Wisdom 9:13-18b

P salm R esponse 	  		  	 Psalm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17

Liturgy of the Word

Reading II 	  			   Philemon 9-10, 12-17

Gospel Acclamation 						    

Gospel 	  			   	 Luke 14:25-33

Let your face shine upon your servant;
and teach me your laws.

Music: Robert Twynham, © 1958, World Library Publications

Text: Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL
Music: Michel Guimont, © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc.

“The higher we go, 
the better we shall hear the voice of Christ.”

St. Pier Giorgio Frassati
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Profession of Faith 			  	

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
          maker of heaven and earth,
          of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
          the Only Begotten Son of God,
          born of the Father before all ages.
          God from God, Light from Light, 
          true God from true God,
          begotten, not made, 
          consubstantial with the Father;
          through him all things were made.
     
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   
                          (All bow at these two lines.)
 
          and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
          and became man.
   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
          he suffered death and was buried, 
          and rose again on the third day 
          in accordance with the Scriptures.
          He ascended into heaven 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
          and his Kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
         who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
         who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
         who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
         I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
         and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
         and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

U niversal  P rayer			   Response:  Lord, hear our prayer.
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Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of the Gifts  		 Hymn for the Jubilee Year

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
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“Pilgrims of Hope” is the official hymn for the 2025 Jubilee.
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“Pilgrims of Hope” is the official hymn for the 2025 Jubilee.

Text: Pierangelo Sequeri, tr. Andrew Wadsworth
Music: Francesco Meneghello

“Jesus is with me. I have nothing to fear.”
St. Pier Giorgio Frassati
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P rayer over the G ifts  	 	

P reface 		

Sanctus 	  	

Mystery of Faith 	  	
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L ord’s  P rayer 	  	

D oxology 	  	

S ign of  P eace 	

Communion Rite

Agnus Dei 	  	

Great Amen 	

Music: Holy Cross Mass, David Clark Isele, © 1979, GIA Publications, Inc.

guidelines for the reception of holy communion
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and sisters. We pray 
that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist will draw us closer to one  
another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us. Because Catholics believe that the  
celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of 
those churches with whom we are not yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to Holy Communion.  
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a prayerful desire for 
unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.  

Copyright © 1996, United States Catholic Conference. All rights reserved. 



9

C ommunion P rocession 	  	 Anima Christico m m u N i o N pro c e s s i o N

& ## œ jœ jœ œ Jœ Jœ
Á ni ma Chris ti, sanc

œ jœ jœ ˙
tí fi ca me.

œ œ œ œ œ
Cor pus Chris ti,

.œ jœ ˙
sal va me.- - - - - - - - - -

& ## œ œ œ Jœ Jœ
San guis Chris ti, i

œ œ Jœ
jœ ˙

né bri a me.

œ œ œ œ jœ jœ
A qua lá te ris

œ œ .œ jœ
Chris ti, la va

w
me.- - - - - - - - - -

 Anima Christi, sanctifica me.   Soul of Christ, sanctify me,
 Corpus Christi, salva me.    Body of Christ, save me,
 Sanguis Christi, inebria me.    Blood of Christ, refresh me,
 Aqua lateris Christi, lava me.    Water from the side of Christ, wash me,

 Passio Christi, conforta me.    Passion of Christ, strengthen me,
 O bone Iesu, exaudi me.    O good Jesu, hear me;
 Intra tua vulnera absconde me.    Within thy wounds hide me;

 Ne permittas me separari a te.    Suffer me not to be separated from thee;
 Ab hoste maligno defende me.    From the malicious enemy defend me;
 In hora mortis meæ voca me.    In the hour of my death call me,

 Et iube me venire ad te,     And bid me come to thee,
 Ut cum Sanctis tuis laudem te    That with thy saints I may praise thee
 in sæcula sæculorum.  Amen.    forever and ever.  Amen.

(attr. Pope John XXII, c. 1244–1334)

“The Eucharist is my highway to heaven.”
St. Carlo Acutis

Like the deer that yearns for running streams, 
so my soul is yearning for you, my God; 
my soul is thirsting for God, the living God.

Communion Antiphon 	  		
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(Composed in honor of St. Carlo Acutis, 2025)

P rayer after C ommunion 	

Hail, Jesus truly present, spotless Lamb in glory!
Hail, Prince of Peace who reigns in courts of dazzling light!
Singing with saints and angels, we proclaim You holy:
Christus vincit! Christus regnat! Christus imperat! 
(Christ conquers! Christ reigns!) Christ commands!)

Hail, Savior truly present, Son for sinners given!
Hail, Man who died and rose that we might taste of God!
Ransomed, we cry Hosannas to the heights of Heaven:
Christus vincit! Christus regnat! Christus imperat!

Hail, Shepherd truly present, Great High Priest victorious!
Seeing Your priests at prayer, Our Lady smiles once more;
Daily from hopeful lips arise the anthems glorious::
Christus vincit! Christus regnat! Christus imperat!

Hail, Bridegroom truly present, King of all the nations!
Though this unfaithful world deny You to the end,
Still shall the wedding-song resound through all creation:
Christus vincit! Christus regnat! Christus imperat!

Hail, Jesus Truly Present
Anna Bendiksen (b.1969)

(Schola)

“I urge you with all the strength of my soul 
to approach the Eucharist Table as often as possible. 

Feed on this Bread of the Angels 
from which you will draw the strength 

to fight inner struggles.”
St. Pier Giorgio Frassati
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R ecessional  H ymn 	  	 	

Concluding Rite

B lessing &  D ismissal 	

A Hymn for the New Saints

Text: Vs 1., Grosser Gott, wir loben dich; ascr. to Ignaz Franz, 1719-1790; tr. by Clarence Walworth, 1820-1900, alt.

   Vss. 2-5, Stephen DeCesare, b. 1969 ©

Tune: GROSSER GOTT, 7 8 7 8 77; Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, c.1774
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Saint Carlo Acutis



Carlo Acutis was born on May 3, 1991, in London, though his family moved to Milan 
shortly afterward. From a young age, Carlo showed an extraordinary love for God, even 
though his parents were not especially devout. His mother recalled that before Carlo’s 
influence, she had only attended Mass for her First Communion, her Confirmation, and 
her wedding. Carlo’s deep and unexplained devotion inspired her own conversion.
 
The priest promoting his cause for sainthood once noted: “Carlo managed to drag his 
relatives, his parents, to Mass every day. It was not the other way around; it was not his 
parents bringing the little boy to Mass, but he who convinced them to come and receive 
Communion daily.”
 
Carlo had a natural gift for empathy and was known for defending classmates who 
were bullied, especially children with disabilities. He loved soccer and video games but  
disciplined himself to play only an hour a week, even though he wanted to play more. 
A self-taught computer programmer, he learned coding and animation from books and 
used his skills to serve others.
 
Carlo had a deep devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary and prayed the Rosary faithfully. 
He attended Mass and Confession as often as possible and developed a profound love 
for the Eucharist. Fascinated by Eucharistic miracles, he asked his parents to take him 
on pilgrimages to visit sites of miracles and the shrines of the saints. Using his research, 
he began creating a website to catalog and share information on Eucharistic miracles,  
hoping to rekindle faith in those drifting away from the Church. On his site, he wrote: 
“The more often we receive the Eucharist, the more we will become like Jesus, so that on 
this earth we will have a foretaste of heaven.”
 
At age 15, Carlo was diagnosed with an untreatable form of leukemia. He offered his  
suffering for others, saying: “I offer all the suffering I will have to suffer for the Lord, for 
the Pope, and the Church.”
 
Carlo died on October 12, 2006, and, at his request, was buried in Assisi because of his 
great love for St. Francis. His cause for canonization began in 2013. He was declared 
“Venerable” in 2018 and “Blessed” in 2020.
 
On September 7, 2025, Pope Leo XIV canonized Carlo Acutis as a saint of the Catholic 
Church. His feast day is celebrated each year on October 12.

St. Carlo Acutis is the patron of young people and the internet.



Saint Pier Giorgio Frassati



Pier Giorgio Frassati was born on April 6, 1901, in Turin, Italy, to a prominent and 
wealthy family. His father, Alfredo Frassati, was the founder of the newspaper La Stampa 
and served as an Italian senator and ambassador to Germany. Despite this privileged  
upbringing, Pier Giorgio lived with remarkable humility, simplicity, and generosity, 
choosing a life centered not on wealth but on faith and service.
 
From an early age, he developed a deep love for prayer and the sacraments, attending 
daily Mass, frequenting Confession, and praying the Rosary faithfully. He joined  
several Catholic organizations, including the St. Vincent de Paul Society, through which he  
dedicated himself to serving the poor, the sick, and the marginalized. Often, he gave 
away his own money, clothing, and shoes, sometimes returning home barefoot after  
giving his possessions to someone in need.
 
Pier Giorgio was also full of energy and joy, earning the nickname “the Man of the  
Beatitudes” for the way he lived out Christ’s teachings. He loved mountain climbing,  
skiing, hiking, and spending time outdoors with friends. These adventures were not  
merely recreational; for Pier Giorgio, climbing mountains became a metaphor for the  
spiritual life — a striving toward God and heaven. He encouraged his friends to cultivate 
deep faith, to embrace charity, and to live courageously as witnesses to Christ in the 
modern world.

Despite his vibrant and active life, Pier Giorgio’s holiness shone through his hidden  
sacrifices and steadfast devotion to God. He once wrote: “Jesus comes to me every  
morning in Holy Communion, and I return the visit in the poor.”
 
In 1925, at just 24 years old, Pier Giorgio contracted polio, likely from caring for the sick 
in Turin’s poorest neighborhoods. He bore his illness silently, offering his suffering with 
serenity and joy. When he died on July 4, 1925, thousands of the poor whom he had 
served in secret filled the streets of Turin to mourn him.
 
His cause for canonization began in 1932, and he was beatified by Pope John Paul II on 
May 20, 1990, who called him a model for young people.
 
On September 7, 2025, Pope Leo XIV canonized Pier Giorgio Frassati as a saint of the 
Catholic Church. His feast day is celebrated each year on July 4.

St. Pier Giorgio Frassati is the patron of young adults and mountain climbers.



The Jubilee Year

The year 2025 marks a Jubilee Holy Year for the Catholic Church, commemorating the 
2,025th anniversary of the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ — an “event of great 
spiritual, ecclesial, and social significance in the life of the Church.” Throughout her  
history, the Church has celebrated Jubilee Years as extraordinary times of grace, inviting 
the faithful to deepen their relationship with Christ and rediscover the transforming 
power of His mercy and love.
 
The origins of the Jubilee are found in the Book of Leviticus (chapter 25), where the Lord 
commanded Israel to set aside every fiftieth year as a sacred time of renewal. It was a 
year when debts were forgiven, slaves were freed, and land was restored — a reminder 
that all creation belongs to God and that His mercy brings freedom and restoration.  
In this same spirit, the Church observes Jubilee Years as occasions to seek forgiveness, 
heal broken relationships, and return to the heart of the Gospel through prayer, penance, 
and works of charity.
 
Pope Francis has proclaimed the 2025 Jubilee as a time to live as “Pilgrims of Hope.”  
In a world often marked by uncertainty, division, and unrest, the Holy Father invites 
the Church to embrace hope as both a gift and a mission. Pilgrimage, both physical and 
spiritual, lies at the heart of this Jubilee. Whether traveling to Rome to pass through 
a Holy Door, visiting designated pilgrimage sites throughout the world, or making an  
interior journey of conversion, the faithful are invited to “come home” to the Father’s 
mercy and to experience anew the joy of the Gospel.
 
“In the course of the year,” Pope Francis writes, “every effort should be made to enable 
the People of God to participate fully in its proclamation of hope in God’s grace and in 
the signs that attest to their efficacy.” In this spirit, dioceses, parishes, and communi-
ties around the world are encouraged to offer opportunities for prayer, reconciliation,  
catechesis, and acts of charity, so that all the faithful may share in the spiritual riches of 
the Jubilee.
 
At the Cathedral of St. Joseph, we join the universal Church in embracing this Jubilee 
Year as a time of renewal and grace. As pilgrims together, we are called to strengthen 
our faith, deepen our communion with Christ and one another, and bear witness to the 
hope that never disappoints. May this Holy Year inspire us to open our hearts fully to 
God’s mercy, to seek reconciliation where needed, and to walk confidently as “Pilgrims 
of Hope,” trusting that the Lord who came among us 2,025 years ago continues to guide 
His Church today.



PPiillggrriimmaaggee  SSiitteess  iinn  WWVV  AAnnnnoouunncceedd  
ffoorr  JJuubbiilleeee  YYeeaarr  ooff  HHooppee

From now to December 28, 2025, 
Catholics from all over WV are 

invited to visit any and all of these 
locations obtain a Jubilee Indulgence 

called for by Pope Francis. A Jubilee 
Indulgence is obtained after having completed:

1.  Make a brief pilgrimage to one of the four 
locations designated as a pilgrimage site within the Diocese 

of Wheeling-Charleston as a sign of your deep desire for true 
conversion and hope in the Lord’s Goodness.

2.  Pray. Devoutly participate in one of the following at any of 
the four locations:

•  Holy Mass 
•  Liturgy of the Hours (office of readings, lauds, vespers)
•  Via Crucis (Way of the Cross/Stations of the Cross)
•  Rosary

3.  Confess in the Sacrament of Reconciliation within twenty 
days before or after your pilgrimage.

4.  Receive Holy Communion, reflecting on the hope God gives.

5.  Pray for the Pope and for the intentions that he bears in his 
heart for the good of the Church and of the entire world. Any prayer 
may be said, according to personal devotion, but the Our Father and 
Hail Mary are suggested.

Additionally, important to note, the Plenary Indulgence can be 
applied for yourself or souls of the deceased, but not other living 
souls. Further, a Plenary Indulgence can be gained only once per 
day. Though, a second can be obtained if it is applied to the souls 
in purgatory.

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is pleased to announce four locations 
which have been designated as Pilgrimage Sites for the Jubilee Year 2025:

 †   cathedral of st. Joseph, wheeling

 †   basilica of the co-cathedral of the sacred heart, charleston

 †   st. patrick church, weston

 †   st. Joseph parish, martinsburg

“May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken 
in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for 
the treasures of heaven,” Bishop Mark 
Brennan said at the opening of the 
Jubilee Year in the diocese from the 
Cathedral of St. Joseph in Wheeling. 

Let this Year of Hope energize our 
mission to lead others to Jesus. Place 
your trust in God who created you to 
do good works.

...continue
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