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Saint Joseph Cathedral Parish is called to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a community. We are committed:
to our urban neighborhoods, to being the Cathedral of the diocese, and to fellowship, formation, sacrament,
and prayer.

Christ is Risen

Saint Joseph, pray for our parish.
Parish Office: 1218 Eoff Street, Wheeling, WV 26003; (304) 233-4121
www.SaintJosephCathedral.com Like us on Facebook!
Central Catholic High School: (304) 233-1660
Parish Staff:
Most Rev. Michael J. Bransfield, Pastor
Rev. Monsignor Kevin M. Quirk, J.C.D., Rector (304) 281-7073 (kquirk@dwc.org)
Ms. Debora Valorie Fahey, Parish Assistant for Pastoral Ministries (dfahey@dwc.org)
Sister Mary Bowman, SFCC, Pastoral Associate for Ministry to the Sick
Dr. Zvonimir Nagy, Cathedral and Diocesan Organist (znagy@dwc.org)
Mr. David O’Donnell, Director of Music (dodonnell@dwc.org)
Mr. Tyler J. Greenwood, Organ Scholar (tgreenwood@dwc.org)
Mr. Martin Imbroscio, Sacristan
Mr. Alex Nagem, CPA, CGMA, Comptroller (anagem@dwc.org)
Mr. Albert Lutz, Sexton
Mr. Tim Bishop, Editor (tbishop@dwc.org)
Lay Parish Leaders:
Mrs. Judy Miller, Parish Council President
Mr. James Carroll, Finance Council President
Mr. John Petrella, Liturgical Ministers Schedule

Schedule

Sunday Masses: 6:00 p.m. Saturday; 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday.
Weekday Mass: 12:05 p.m. Monday through Friday; 9:00 a.m. Saturday.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 11:15-11:50 a.m. Friday; 5-5:45 p.m. Saturday.
Sacrament of the Sick and Communion to Homebound: Call the parish office anytime to make
arrangements.
Initiation/Baptism: Rites of Initiation for Adults can be arranged by contacting Debbie at the office. The
Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the second Sunday of each month during the 10:30 a.m. Mass. Call
Debbie to make arrangements.
Marriage: Engaged couples should contact Debbie at the office at least six months in advance for pre-marriage preparations.
Anyone needing a ride to Mass or a parish event, please call Laurale Hetzel at (304) 232-2915 or Diane
Fredericks at (304) 233-8574..

“T

herefore
Easter is not
simply
one
feast among others, but the
‘Feast of feasts,’ the ‘Solem-

nity of solemnities,’ just as
the Eucharist is the ‘Sacrament of sacraments.’ St.
Athanasius calls Easter ‘the
Great Sunday’(43) and the

Eastern Churches call Holy
Week ‘the Great Week.’ The
mystery of the Resurrection,
in which Christ crushed
death, permeates with its

powerful energy our old
time, until all is subjected to
him.”
(The Catechism of the
Catholic Church, 1169)
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Christian
Awareness
By Alex Nagem
The Cambridge Academic Content Dictionary
defines the word “belief” as
“the feeling of being certain
that something exists or is
true.” Judging by the number of parishioners who attend church services from
the Tenebrae through Easter Sunday, one can say attendance is based on a
Christian Religion belief
that each holds to be true,
that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God who became man to
identify himself with us and
bring us to everlasting life.
This is told to us in John 1:914, “The true light that
gives light to everyone was
coming into the world. He
was in the world, and
though the world was made
through him, the world did
not recognize him. He came
to that which was his own,
but his own did not receive
him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God-children born
not of natural descent, nor
of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of
God. The Word became
flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the one
and only Son, who came
from the Father, full of grace
and truth.” This verse from
the Bible was written well
before my time, though my
daughters will say with love
and laughter that I am as
old as the dinosaurs. My
point, though this was written centuries ago, I, as you,
believe the meaning of the
verse. There is a wanting or
fear inside us that compels
us to believe that Jesus
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Easter Belief
Christ is the Son of God.
The death of his human
body was a sacrifice for our
sins. We are told in the Old
Testament of the sacrifices
made by man to God. But
Jesus Christ is the perfect
sacrifice for the sins of
mankind. Though we no
longer make sacrifices as in
the Old Testament, we do
have a perfect sacrifice at
each Celebration of the Eucharist. This is my belief.
We are told of God’s love
for us in John 3:16, “For
God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.” We are
loved by God, even those
who don’t believe. The
death of Christ’s human
body was not just for the
righteous, but for all of us. I
know we carry our own
cross, baggage and back
scars but these our created
by us. We have chosen to do
wrong, hurt, steal and disobey. We are all faced with
daily worry and stress. As a
way to cope, we may say we
are giving these up for Jesus,
making a sacrifice for Jesus.
Our Easter Belief should be a
redirection of this thinking
to understand that Jesus
made the perfect sacrifice
for us. St. Augustine wrote
that “the Passion of Christ
can bring a complete
change in our lives. This is
done by despising what was
despised by Jesus, and desiring what He desired.” The
redirection found in Easter
is one that reminds us we
are only man, not God. We
are made of flesh, not an angel. We cannot remain in a
state of virtue when the angels in heaven and Adam
failed to do so. We are rescued by Jesus Christ and

brought to a state of grace,
(Thomas ‘a Kempis). This is
my belief.
Sometimes we overlook
the obvious. I was looking
for a small file in my toolbox the other day. The use
of the file would have made
a home project easier and
faster to finish. Unfortunately, I failed to find it. My
wife, Lori, helped in the
search. The file had disappeared from sight. The other day, I went to the same
toolbox for pliers. To my
surprise, the file had miraculously appeared in the top
tray. The same tray we both
searched. The obvious was
overlooked. We see or gaze
upon the image of Christ on
the Cross or the empty
Cross. We should not overlook the obvious for which
these two icons represent.
The Cross is to remind us of
God’s love for us, and the
victory over death by Jesus.
This reminder is for all
mankind, not just Christians or as we fondly say,
those living at the foot of
the cross. Just as the file appeared in the spot that I undoubtedly left it, our belief
in Jesus is waiting for us
where we left Him. Easter
Belief is a renewal after a
long journey of struggling
with faith. This renewal
continues with each approach we make to the altar
to receive the Eucharist.
This is my belief.
As you can conclude
from my writing, I have a
love for Jesus Christ. My
sufferings cannot compare
to His. I may offer my sufferings to Jesus, but they are de
minimis in comparison to
his suffering for us. But
through his suffering and
death, Jesus still loves and
accepts us. When I look at a

crucifix with the arms of Jesus outstretched, I see Jesus
welcoming us with open
arms through all of his suffering. No matter the wrong
someone has done, Jesus
still welcomes with open
arms if they turn to him
with belief and remorse.
This is my belief.
The philosopher Frederick Nietzsche once told
some Christians, “If you
want me to believe in your
Redeemer, you need to look
more redeemed.” Do we as
Christians look redeemed?
Do we act as if we have been
redeemed? The redirection
we receive during Lent and
the joyous reminder of the
Resurrection on Easter Sunday should provide us with
the look of one who has
been redeemed. Though
the Death and Resurrection
of Jesus happened more
than 2,000 years ago, the
promise of our own resurrection and everlasting life
has not been lost and for
this we should be thankful
and exuberant. This belief
has endured the passing of
time. It has been handed
down from one generation
to another. It has been tested, denied, and the truth
twisted by non-believers.
But we still come to the altar
to receive the Eucharist, the
blessed bread of salvation,
the one true body of Christ,
because we believe.
May the fruits of your
Easter belief continue with
each passing day and lead
you into the arms of Our
Savior.
My continued prayers
are said with you in mind,
as I hope I am remembered
in yours.
“Vocatus Atque non Vocatus, Deus Aderit”
Alex J. Nagem
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Mass Intentions and Readings

THE EASTER VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT-March 26
8:00p Mass for the Parishioners
RDGS: (1) Gn 1:1—2:2 Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12-14,
24, 35
(2) Gn 22:1-18 Ps 16:5, 8-11
(3) Ex 14:15—15:1 (Ps) Ex 15:1-6, 17-28
(4) Is 54:5-14 Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13
(5) Is 55:1-11 (Ps) Is 12:2-3, 4-6
(6) Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4 Ps 19:8-11
(7) Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28 Pss 42:3, 5; 43:3-4
(8) Rom 6:3-11 Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23
(9) Lk 24:1-12

Sunday—March 27th—EASTER SUNDAY OF
THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
Station Church of Rome: Saint Mary Major
8:00a Mass for the Parishioners
10:30a Mass for the Parishioners
Easter Egg Hunt Following Mass
RDGS: Acts 10:34a, 37-43 Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23
Col 3:1-4 Jn 20:1-9
Monday—March 28th—Monday within the Octave of
Easter
Station Church of Rome: St. Peter in the Vatican
12:05p Mass for Frank Pasden
RDGS: Acts 2:14, 22-33 Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11
Mt 28:8-15
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Saturday—April 2nd—Saturday within the Octave of
Easter
Station Church of Rome: Saint John Lateran
9:00a Mass for Patrick Davis
Rosary
5:00p Confessions
6:00p Mass for Sean Quirk
RDGS: Acts 4:13-21 Ps 118:1, 14-15b, 16-21
Mk 16:9-15
Sunday—April 3rd—SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Station Church of Rome: S. Pancrazio
8:00a Mass for the Parishioners
10:30a Mass for the Parishioners
1:00p Divine Mercy Mass
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
RDGS: Acts 5:12-16 Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 2-24
Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19 Jn 20:19-31
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Tuesday—March 29th—Tuesday within the Octave of
Easter
Station Church of Rome: St. Paul outside the Walls
12:05p Mass for Sadie Edmister
RDGS: Acts 2:36-41 Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22
Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday—March 30th—Wednesday within the
Octave of Easter
Station Church of Rome: S. Lorenzo fuori le Mura
12:05p Mass for Dolores Perri
RDGS: Acts 3:1-10 Ps 105:1-4, 6-9 Lk 24:13-35
Thursday—March 31st—Thursday within the Octave of
Easter
Station Church of Rome: Ss. XII Apostoli al Foro Traiano
12:05p Mass for Mary Beth King
RDGS: Acts 3:11-26 Ps 8:2ab, 5-9 Lk 24:35-48
Friday—April 1st—Friday within the Octave of Easter
First Friday
Station Church of Rome: S. Maria ad Martyres in Campo Marzio
(Pantheon)
11:15 Confessions
12:05p Mass for James and Cathy Ball
12:45p Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
RDGS: Acts 4:1-12 Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a Jn 21:1-14
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Weekly Collection

Envelopes: $3,345.50
Loose: $978.68
Online: $263
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The Easter Vigil

The celebration of the Easter Vigil
is undoubtedly the summit of the
Church’s liturgical expression. The
rich tradition of this liturgy with its
processions, Scripture texts, symbols,
music, proclamations and acclimations, comes alive in the full and active participation of the whole assembly. This truly is the night when Christians everywhere are restored to grace
and grow together in holiness. Below
is more information on the Easter Vigil and its rich tradition and symbolism.
The Easter Vigil takes place on

Stewardship
Thought
Who gets blamed for earthquakes? How about tornadoes?
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia,
says they are acts of God...sounds
like maybe God is getting the blame.
Act of God is a legal term for
events outside of human control,
such as sudden floods or other natural, disasters which no one can be
held responsible. So what about today, Easter Sunday?
If God is going to be blamed for
events outside of human control,
like tornadoes and earthquakes.
Then to be fair He should also be
blamed (get credit for) the resurrection of Jesus.
“How God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
with great power; and He went
around doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, because God was with Him.” (Acts
10:38)
On this Easter Sunday, remember what God did for us by raising Jesus from the dead and allow Jesus to
fill your mind, body and soul. Pray
for guidance on how to live your life,
open your heart to those in need and
give thanks to God for all that He has
given you. Happy Easter!
The Stewardship
Committee

Holy Saturday, the evening before
Easter Sunday. This is the night that
“shall be as bright as day” as proclaimed by an ancient church hymn
as we joyfully anticipate Christ’s Resurrection The Holy Saturday Liturgy
begins with the Service of Light,
which includes the blessing of the
new fire and the Paschal candle which
symbolizes Jesus, the light of the
World. The second part consists of the
Liturgy of the Word with a number of
scripture readings. After the Liturgy of
the Word, the catechumens and candidates are presented to the parish
community, who pray for them and
join in the Litany of the Saints. Next,
the priest blesses the water, placing
the Easter or Paschal candle into the
baptismal water. Those seeking baptism then renounce sin and profess
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What is the Organ?

their faith after which they are immersed into the baptismal water three
times with the clergy pronouncing
the words, “I baptize you in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.”
After the baptism the newly baptized are dressed in white garments
and presented with a candle lighted
from the Paschal Candle. They are
then confirmed by the priest or bishop who lays hands on their heads, and
invokes the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. He then anoints them with the
Sacred Chrism. The Mass continues
with the newly baptized participating
in the general intercessions and in
bringing gifts to the altar. At Communion, the newly baptized receives
the Eucharist, Christ’s Body and
Blood, for the first time.
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By Jeffrey Tucker
(This article first appeared on the New Liturgical Movement website:
http://www.newliturgicalmovement.org/2009/07/wh
at-isorgan.html#.Vtqmg5MrJQP)
You hear something all
your life and then suddenly it is like you have
heard it for the first time.
Has that happened to
you? This is what I experienced with the remarkable new organ installed
at Loyola University.
Built by Goulding and
Wood
Pipe
Organ
Builders of Ind ianapolis,
it has 53 stops, 70 ranks,
and 3,747 pipes, an instrument so powerful
that it made me appreciate the entire class of pipe
organs in all times and all
places in a completely
new way.
As you sit there in the
pew listening to the astonishing range and variety of which that instrument is capable, a revelation hits: this is the most
incredible musical experience one can have, even if
only cons idered from the
point of view of what you
hear and feel. It’s not such
much this particular instrument itself or that it is
being played by a master.
It is the apparatus of the
organ itself. It wholly deserves its special status in
the Church and in human
history.
As long as I can remember, manufacturers
of audio equipment have
been trying to give us the
ultimate sound experience: all enveloping, endles sly flexible, a completely physical experi-

ence that is overwhelming in all its parts. I’ve
lived
through
many
rounds of innovations in
sound reproduction, and
just as many media innovations from LPs to 8tracks to cassettes to CDs
to MP3 plays, and an
equal number of listening
systems from stereo to
quad to surround sound.
And look at this: it had
all been figured out many
hundreds of years ago.
The pipe organ does all of
this and much more, and
adds something extra
that no other media has
been able to replicate. I
can only sum it up in the
word authenticity, which
I surmise relates to the existence of vast amounts of
wind that make it possible and diffusion of
sound in all directions
that results.
There is something
about the combination
that penetrates beyond
merely listening. It is music in three dimens ions,
something you experience in all parts of your
body and so deeply that it
borrows straight into the
heart as well. It can’t be
captured on a recording.
It is perhaps the most obvious case of music that
absolutely must be heard
live because only in this
setting do you experience
that mystical dimensions
of
omni-directional
sound that is burrowed
within the physically created wind of the building
itself.
Again, this is not a
modern innovation. The
first organs might have
come into use in the 3rd
century, but by the early
middle ages they were in

common use, with the
wind effects created by
people manipulating bellows blowing through
pipes to make the sound –
in the same manner as the
human voice itself. It is
no wonder that people
would walk many miles
to hear the organ, and no
wonder that it became
such a wonde rful tool of
evangelism in mission
territories. Its voice carries with it a kind of divine authority that compels assent.
At the sacred music
Colloquim this year, the
organ was featured mainly as a solo instrument,
which is the setting in
which its glories are really
permitted to shine. How
sad that so many think of
it as nothing but an accompaniment
instrument used to “support
singing,” a kind of cru tch
for everyone. The organ
can both walk and fly and
should not be contained
within this role.
Setting the organ free
as a solo instrument provides additional benefits.
It permits the organist a
surprising degree of freedom of expression, even
to the extent that every
organist is a kind of composer in his or her own
right, by virtue of the
tempos and stops chosen
for each piece. For this
reason, every time you
hear Bach you are likely
to hear it in a different
way, an expression of the
creativity of both the
original composer and of
the current artist. Their
talents mix and merge to
create a new piece of music each time it is played.
Therefore, embedded in

the performance of organ
itself is an overt bow to
transtemporality
that
takes out of the mundane
march of history as we
know it in daily affairs.
Perhaps for this reason, I’ve detected that listeners adopt a broadness
of the musical mind that
they would otherwise not
adopt at the symphony or
in private listening on an
MP3 player. For example,
at the Colloquium this
year, we heard some very
modern pieces by Jean
Langlais
(1907-1991),
Larry King (1932-1990),
Max Reger (1873-1916),
Gaston Litaize (19091991), and Jehan Alain
(1911-1940) – many of
them filled with di ssonances of incredible power and rhythms that challenge any ear.
If the same music were
sung by a choir or played
by an orchestra in concert, listeners would internally protest and wait
for crowd-pleasers that
offer less that challenges
our sense. But on the organ, we are more likely to
accept the challenge and
let it lead us to new
places. And so the work of
Olivier Messiaen (19081992) has become standard organ repertoire despite the astonishing dissonance of his work. His
music has experienced a
success that similar harmonic experiments from
contemporaries have not
enjoyed.
This again takes us
back to that capacity of
the organ to compel assent. It is not just another
instrument. It is special,
See “Organ”
on Page 4
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Bishop Bransfield Celebrates Chrism
Mass at Cathedral
Bishop Michael J. Bransfield
celebrated the Chrism Mass at the
Cathedral of St. Joseph on Tuesday, March 22, at 4 p.m.
The Chrism Mass is one of the
most solemn and significant liturgies of our Church. Since the
bishop is the only minister in the
diocese who may consecrate
chrism, the Mass highlights his
ministry and our union with him.
He will not baptize and confirm
everyone in the parishes of the
diocese, but he will be symbolically present in the chrism used
in the sacraments. The Mass also
acknowledges the ministry of
priests. During the Mass, the bishop invited them to renew their
commitment of service and to receive the prayers and support of
the people.
During the Mass, the bishop
blessed the three oils used in the
Church

Catechumens
“The Oil of the Catechumens
extends the effects of the baptismal exorcisms: it strengthens
the candidates with the power to
renounce the devil and sin before
they go to the font of life for rebirth.” (Rites of the Blessing of

Cont’d from Page 3
the “king of instruments”
according to Guillaume de
Machaut. I find it striking
that within the culture of
organists
themselves,
there is an internal culture
that rallies around their
own composers and reper-

toire that is not part of the
broader conventional wisdom of music. There is a
special language, a special
list of great composers and
performers. Because of
this, the sector of organists
themselves has a development that is all its own.
I personally know very
little about organ con-

Mass and
Adoration

HELP NEEDED
Grades 5 and up, we

the Sick

Blessing of the Oil of

Organ ...
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Join us as we
celebrate
Divine Mercy
Sunday
April 3
@ 1:00 p.m.

Blessing of the Oil of
“The Oil of the Sick for the use
which Saint James is the witness,
provides the sick with a remedy
for both spiritual and bodily illness, so that they may have
strength to bear up under evil and
obtain pardon for their sins.”
(Rites of the Blessing of Oils)
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need your help on
Easter Sunday stuffing
Bishop Michael J. Bransfield consecrates the Holy Chrism during the Chrism
Mass he celebrated March 22 at the Cathedral of St. Joseph.
Oils)

Consecration of the
Chrism
“The Chrism is a sign that
Christians, incorporated by Baptism into the Paschal Mystery of
Christ, dying, buried, and rising
with him, are sharers in his king-

ly and prophetic Priesthood and
that by Confirmation, they receive the spiritual anointing of
the Spirit who is given to them.”
(Rites of the Blessing of Oils)
Mass was followed by a reception for the priests and their
guests in the Great Hall of Central
Catholic High School.

and hiding the Easter
Eggs. Meet in the
Cathedral Offices
March 27th at 9:30am.

struction but I know
enough to speculate that
no amount of electronic
wizardry is going to replace
the physical sound and experience of the authentic
pipes themselves. Even
that which the modern ear
experiences as a delay in
the sound or a limit to its
capacity to render passages
with the agility of an electronic instrument offer a
sound that is irreplaceably
real and affecting.
People complain about
the cost associated with
pipe organs. In times of
economic squeeze, there
are always temptations to

cut and seek substitutes.
But is there really any substitute? I doubt it there exists one now. I doubt that
one will ever exist, for the
pipe organ employs a form
of breath to create its
sound that has its analogy
with the source of life in all
of us, which in turn recalls
the breath that gave us life
in the beginning. Therein
we find its timeless quality.
The organ may go in and
out of fashion but there
can be no doubt that both
its heritage and long future
are assured so long as we
seek the very sound of eternity.

Many thanks from the Office of Worship
and Sacraments to the parishioners at the
Cathedral of Saint Joseph who give of their
time year after year to process holy oils during
the Chrism Mass: Lucille Renowicz, Dave &
Carolyn Wiethe and Sara Risovich.
Thanks, also, to those who served as
greeters: Sr. Mary Florence, Betty Foster, Judy
Miller and Julia Sheets.
Special thanks to Martin Imbroscio for collecting and toting oil bottles back and forth,
and to Debbie Fahey for recruiting and coordinating volunteers.

