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CAROL PRELUDE
The Choir and Musicians of the Cathedral of Saint Joseph
5:30 in the evening

Creator Alme Siderum
Richard Burchard (b.1960)
Creator alme siderum,
Aeterna lux credentium
Jesu Redemptor omnium,
Intende votis supplicum.

Creator of the stars of night,
Your people’s everlasting light,
Jesus, Redeemer of us all,
We pray you hear us when we call.

Qui daemonis ne fraudibus
Periret orbit, impetu
Amoris actus, languidi
Mundi medela fatus es.

When man was sunk in sin and death,
Lost in the depth of Satan’s snare,
Love brought Thee down to cure our ills,
By taking of those ills a share.

Commune qui mundi nefas
Ut expiares; ad crucem
E Virginis sacrario
Intacta prodis victima.

Thou, for the sake of guilty men,
Causing thine own pure blood to flow,
Didst issue from thy Virgin shrine,
And to the Cross a Victim go.

Cujus poteatas gloriae,
Nomenque cum primum
Et coelites et inferi
Tremente curvantur genu.

So great the glory of thy might,
If we but chance thy name to sound,
At once all Heaven and Hell unite
In bending low with awe profound.

Te deprecamur ultimae
Magnum diei Judicem,
Armis supemae gratia;
Defende nos ab hostibus.

Great Judge of all in that last day,
When friends shall fail, and foes combine,
Be present then with us, we pray,
To guard us with thy arm divine.

Virtus, honor, laus, gloria
Deo Patri cum Filio,
Sancto simul Paraclito,
In seculorum saecula.
Amen.

To God the Father, and the Son,
All praise and power and glory be;
With Thee, O holy Comforter!
Henceforth through all eternity.
Amen.

Schola of the Cathedral of Saint Joseph
(Latin, 6th century)
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Nativity Carol
Francis Patrick O’Brien (b.1958)
Silent, in the chill of midnight,
starlight shines upon a lowly manger.
Wonder of the ages;
heaven breaks forth on the earth.
For a child is born, the world rejoices!
Shepherds and angels proclaim his birth.
This is Jesus the Lord, our Savior and brother,
bearing God’s peace to the earth.
Fear not,’ said angelic voices;
‘tidings of a wondrous love we bring you.
Go now, find him in a manger;
visit God’s home on the earth.’
Jesus, Lord of all creation,
sleep now close beside your mother, Mary.
Bring us light amid the darkness,
promise of life without end.
(© 1992 GIA Publications, Inc.)

All Earth is Hopeful
David M. Cherwien (b.1957)
All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last!
Furrows lie open for God’s creative task:
this, the labor of people who struggle to see
how God’s truth and justice set everybody free.
People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell:
“A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel”;
she conceived him “God with us,” our brother,
whose birth restores hope and courage to children of this earth.
Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared;
new highways opened new protocols declared.
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace!
All clear every gateway, in haste, come out in haste!
We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib.
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live in our world;
he is present, in neighbors we see
our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free.
(© 1995, OCP Publications)
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The Sussex Carol
arr. David Willcocks (1919-2005)
On Christmas night all Christians sing
To hear the news the angels bring.
News of great joy, news of great mirth,
News of our merciful King’s birth.
Then why should men on earth be so sad,
Since our Redeemer made us glad,
When from our sin he set us free,
All for to gain our liberty?
When sin departs before His grace,
Then life and health come in its place.
Angels and men with joy may sing
All for to see the new-born King.
All out of darkness we have light,
Which made the angels sing this night:
“Glory to God and peace to men,
Now and for evermore, Amen!”
(Text attributed to Luke Waddinge)

Christmas Lullaby
John Rutter (b.1945)
Clear in the darkness a light shines in Bethlehem:
Angels are singing, their sound fills the air.
Wise men have journeyed to greet their Messiah;
But only a mother and baby lie there.
Ave Maria: Hear the soft lullaby the angel hosts sing.
Ave Maria, Maiden, and mother of Jesus our King.
Where are his courtiers, and who are his people?
Why does he bear neither sceptre nor crown?
Shepherds his courtiers, the poor for his people,
With peace as his sceptre and love for his crown.
What through your treasures are not gold or incense?
Lay them before him with hearts full of love.
Praise to the Christ child, and praise to his mother
Who bore us a Saviour by grace from above.
(Text by John Rutter)

3

ORDER OF MASS
Reverend Monsignor Kevin M. Quirk
Rector of the Cathedral
Principal Celebrant

Introductory Rites
P ro c e s sion a l C arol

O Come, All Ye Faithful
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G r e e t i n g 				

P e n i t e n t i a l A c t 			
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done, and in what I have failed to do;
(All strike their breast as they say:)
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Music: Vatican Edition VIII
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G loria

C ollect
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L iturgy of the W ord
Reading I

Isaiah 62:1-5

				

Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13

		

P salm R esponse

Text: Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL
Music: Based on “In Dulci Jubilo”, Peter Latona, © 1999

R e a di ng I I

Acts 13:16-17, 22-25

			

G o sp el A c c l a m at ion

		

I proclaim to you good news of great joy:
today a Savior is born for us, he is Christ the Lord.
Music: Melchior Vulpius, c.1570-1615

G o sp el 					

Matthew 1:1-25

H o m i ly 					
						

Rev. Mr. Douglas Breiding
Deacon of the Cathedral
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P r ofe s sion of F a i t h 			
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
(All KNEEL at these two lines.)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his Kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

U n i v e r s a l P r a y e r 			

Response: Lord, hear our prayer.
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L iturgy of the E ucharist
P r epa r at ion of t h e G i f t s 		
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay.

Away in a Manger
CRADLE SONG

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay
close by me forever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.
(Stanzas 1, 2, anonymous; stanzas 3, John T. McFarland, 1885)

P r ay er o v er t h e G i f t s
P r e f a c e 		
S a nc t u s
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M y s t ery of F a i t h

G r e at A m en

C ommunion R ite
L o r d ’s P r a y e r
D oxology
S ign of P eace
A g n u s D ei
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guidelines for the reception of holy communion
For Catholics
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy
Communion. We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently. In order
to be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious of grave
sin and normally should have fasted for one hour. A person who is conscious of grave sin is
not to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession except
for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession. In this case, the person is
to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention
of confessing as soon as possible (canon 916). A frequent reception of the Sacrament of
Penance is encouraged for all.
For Our Fellow Christians
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and
sisters. We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist
will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us.
We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ’s prayer for us
“that they may all be one” (John 17:21).
Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of
the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we are not
yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to Holy Communion. Eucharistic sharing in
exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission according to the directives
of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (canon 844 § 4). Members of the
Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish National Catholic
Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own Churches. According to Roman
Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception of communion
by Christians of these Churches (canon 844 § 3).

For Non-Christians
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. While
we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace
and the unity of the human family.
For Those Not Receiving Holy Communion
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a
prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.
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C ommunion A ntiphon
Et Verbum caro factum est,
et vidimus gloriam ejus.

The Word became flesh,
and we have seen his glory.
(John 1:14)

C om mun ion C arols
See Amid the Winter’s Snow
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Silent Night
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O Holy Night
Adolphe Adam (1803-1856)
arr. John Rutter (b.1945)

(Choir)

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth;
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine! O night when Christ was born;
O night divine, O night divine.
Truly He taught us to love one another;
His law is love and His Gospel is peace.
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother;
And in His Name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,
Let all within us praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord! O praise His Name forever,
His power and glory evermore proclaim.
(Placide Cappeau, 1843)

P r ay er a f t er C om mun ion

Concluding Rite

S olemn B lessing

Dismissal
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R ecessional C arol

		

Joy to the World

P ostlude
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