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Solemn Mass
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“What was done here, as these walls were rising,
is reproduced when we bring together
those who believe in Christ.
For, by believing they are hewn out, as it were,
from mountains and forests, like stones and timber;
but by catechising, baptism and instruction
they are, as it were, shaped, squared and planed
by the hands of the workers and artisans.
Nevertheless, they do not make a house for the Lord
until they are fitted together through love.”
Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430)

The Anniversary of the Dedication
of the Cathedral Church
On April 21, 1926, Bishop John J. Swint, the fourth Bishop of Wheeling, dedicated
the Cathedral Church we claim as our spiritual home and the mother church for the
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.
The Cathedral is called the “mother church” because it houses the bishop’s cathedra
(seat), from which it receives the name. The Ceremonial of Bishops tells us that “the
cathedral, the sign of diocesan unity, is the place where that unity can be given concrete expression. For all these reasons, it should be a model of liturgical life, both in
architecture and in celebration.”
Throughout the diocese, the date of the dedication of the Cathedral is important.
The anniversary of dedication is celebrated as a feast for all the parishes of the diocese.
At the Cathedral itself, this special date is celebrated as a Solemnity.
Thomas G. Simons, author of Holy People, Holy Place: Rites for the Church’s House
writes: “The celebration of the anniversary of the dedication of the parish church
building is an often forgotten opportunity to celebrate the life of the local church
and re-emphasize to the people the importance of the gathering place for God’s holy
people. It is an occasion in which sacred identity and local history become tangible.
The continuity of the faith from generation to generation is celebrated.”

Order

of

Mass

Most Reverend Mark E. Brennan
Principal Celebrant & Homilist at 6:00 p.m.

Introductory Rite
Processional Hymn

Text: Psalm 122; © 1969, 1971, 1997, ICEL
Music: Bob Hurd
© 1999, 2000, Bob Hurd, OCP Publications

Greeting 			
Rite of Sprinkling with Blessed Water

Text: Based on Ezekiel 47:1-2, 9, © 1973, ICEL
Music: Randall DeBruyn, © 1987, OCP Publications

1

Let Us Go Rejoicing

Gloria

		

Text: The Roman Missal, ICEL, © 2010
Music: The People’s Mass, Jan M. Vermulst © 1970, 2010, World Library Publications

Collect
2

Liturgy of the Word
Acts 7:44-50

Reading I 				
Psalm Response 			

Psalm 84:3, 4, 5, 10, 11

Text: Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL
Music: Jan Vermulst, © 1964, 1968, World Library Publications

Reading II 				
Gospel Acclamation 		

1 Peter 2:4-9
2 Chronicles 7:16

I have chosen and consecrated this house, says the Lord,
that my name may be there forever.
Music: Festival Alleluia, James J. Chepponis, © 1999, Morningstar Music Publishers

Gospel

			

Homily

			

3

John 4:19-24

Profession of Faith

		

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
(All bow at these two lines.)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his Kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Universal Prayer 			

Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

4

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Preparation of the Gifts 		

5

How Blessed Is This Place

Preface 		
Sanctus

Text: ICEL, © 2010
Music: A Community Mass, Richard Proulx, © 1971, GIA Publications, Inc.

Mystery of Faith

Text: ICEL, © 2010
Music: A Community Mass, Richard Proulx, © 1971, GIA Publications, Inc.

6

Great Amen

Music: A Community Mass, Richard Proulx, © 1971, GIA Publications, Inc.

C ommunion R ite
Lord’s Prayer
Doxology
Sign of Peace
Agnus Dei

Music: A Community Mass, Richard Proulx, © 1971, GIA Publications, Inc.

(Schola) - 6:00 pm Mass

7

Agnus Dei from Canterbury Mass

Anthony Piccolo (b.1953)

Communion Antiphon
You are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God dwells in you.
The temple of God, which you are, is holy, alleluia.

Communion Procession

At That First Eucharist

8

Ubi caritas et amor

(Schola) - 6:00 pm Mass

Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986)

(Quatre Motets sur des Thèmes Grégoriens, Op. 10, No. 1)
Ubi caritas et amor
Deus ibi est.
Congregavit nos
in unum Christi amor:
Exsultemus et in ipso jucundemur
timeamus et amemus Deum vivum:
et ex corde diligamus nos sincero.

Where there is charity and love,
God is there.
The love of Christ
has gathered us together;
Let us rejoice and be glad in that love;
Let us fear and love the living God,
and let us love one another with sincerity.

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rite
Solemn Blessing & Dismissal
Recessional Hymn

		

Text: Marie M. Keane, © 1970, World Library Publications
Music: AURELIA, 7 6 7 6 D; Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876

9

O Joseph, Mighty Patron

Year of Saint Joseph
When Pope Francis decided to dedicate this liturgical year to St. Joseph and write his
apostolic letter, Patris Corde, announcing it, he was making his major contribution to the
long and storied history of the Church’s devotion to Saint Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed
Virgin Mary and foster father of Jesus. The prominent place that Saint Joseph holds in
our Church Tradition can be seen in his patronage, his liturgical feasts, the religious
communities that have taken his name, his apparitions with the Blessed Mother, the major
shrines and basilicas dedicated to him, the Church documents written about him, the
prayers said to him, his place in the liturgy, as well as the studies devoted to him.

Prayer to Saint Joseph
By Pope Francis

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,
and defend us from every evil.
Amen.

The Cathedral of Saint Joseph
The Mother Church
of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
The Cathedral of Saint Joseph is home to
Wheeling’s oldest Catholic parish, dating to
1822. It has been the liturgical heart of the
Diocese of Wheeling (originally) since the
Diocese’s erection by Pope Pius IX in 1850
and is an architectural and artistic treasure
in both the city and state.
In 1847, the Cathedral was moved from its
former location further south to the corner
of Eoff and 13th Street, and the Church was
titled to Saint James the Apostle. The Cathedral Rectory still recalls this name in some
of its decorations, the St. James’ pilgrim
shell clearly repeating throughout the first
floor of the building. In 1850, St. James became the Cathedral of the Diocese, with Bishop
Richard V. Whelan as the first bishop of Wheeling.
In 1872, in response to the rising devotion to Saint Joseph, Husband of Mary throughout the
universal Church and the burgeoning labor movement among the Catholics of the coal fields,
Bishop Whelan petitioned Rome to change the title of the Cathedral to honor Saint Joseph.
Bishop Patrick Donahue became Bishop of Wheeling in
1894. Monsignor Thomas Quirk records in his journal,
after returning from Bishop Donahue’s consecration at
Wheeling, that there “was much talk about a new Cathedral.” However, it seems that planning did not begin
in earnest until after the Great War. Bishop Donahue
conceived a design and began to interview possible
architects, eyeing Edward J. Weber of Pittsburgh, a rising star in Church architecture, as a likely candidate.
Bishop Donahue’s death in October 1922, before work
had even begun may have scuttled all plans, were it
not for a serendipitous fire in 1923 that did significant
damage to the original Cathedral structure.

The fire cleared the way for Bishop John Swint, the fourth Bishop of
Wheeling, to begin the construction of the new Cathedral, with the help
of Weber and a team of artisans. In three short years, the new Cathedral
was completed and the church was dedicated on April 21, 1926. Bishop
Swint commented that he had “planned […] to build not for a few years,
for fifty years or a hundred years, but to erect a building that would
stand for hundreds of years and be a beautiful legacy which the present congregation would bequeath to future generations” (West Virginia
Register 12/30/22).
In 1973, Bishop Joseph Hodges, the fifth Bishop of Wheeling (later,
Wheeling-Charleston) oversaw renovations made to the liturgical space
Archbishop John J. Swint
according to the norms set by the Second Vatican Council: the main
altar was brought forward and centered under the dome, the original ambo (pulpit) and communion rail were removed, and side pews were reoriented to face the central altar.
Bishop Bernard Schmitt, the seventh Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston, undertook extensive
renovations and restorations to repair the building’s interior finishes and adapt the interior to
contemporary liturgical needs. This project included: cleaning and conservation of the murals
and restoration of the painting of the interior; construction of liturgical furnishings to match
original woodwork; installation of handicapped accessibility throughout the interior and
exterior; new heating, cooling, electrical, lighting, and sound systems; construction of a new
baptismal fountain; restoration of floor tile and slate on altar platforms, refinishing the floor
under the pews; and construction of an addition with a kitchen and restrooms, and restoration of the courtyard. This period of restoration was completed in 1996.
A new period of restoration and renovations
began in 2006, with the extensive works being
carried out on the Church’s roof and external
windows, to provide a watertight structure, as
well as to the original furnishings of the upper
sanctuary, allowing the original Cathedra to be
restored to liturgical use. A restoration of the
stained glass throughout the Cathedral has been
ongoing for the last seven years in addition to
smaller restorations of the side altars and church furnishings. In 2012, important works were
carried out in the sanctuary, installing a new floor, altar, and ambo designed in a language
and materials drawn from the original high altar, designed by Mr. Weber, as well as restoring
the pews throughout the Church. At the same time, Mr. Weber’s inscription, in the Church’s
main portico, was restored. The inscription is carved with the architect’s name, followed by
the letters OPM, for the Latin Ora Pro Me (pray for me). In keeping with his inscription, pray
for him, for our Bishop, and for the people of the Diocese.

The Cathedral of Saint Joseph
1218 Eoff Street • Wheeling, West Virginia 26003
(304) 233-4121 • www.saintjosephcathedral.com

Most Reverend Mark E. Brennan, Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston
Rev. Martin J. Smay, Vice-Rector of the Cathedral
Rev. Mr. Douglas Breiding, Deacon
Mr. Matthew S. Berher, Director of Music & Organist
Mr. Tyler J. Greenwood, Pastoral Assistant & Associate Organist
Schola of the Cathedral of Saint Joseph
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