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PRELUDE
MUELLER; James R. Murray
(1841-1905)

Away in a Manger

PLEASE STAND AND JOIN IN SINGING:

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.
2. The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care,
And fit us for heaven to live with you there.
(St. 1-2, anonymous, st. 3, John T. McFarland)

Child of the Poor
Helpless and hungry, lowly, afraid, wrapped in the chill of midwinter;
comes now among us, born into poverty’s embrace, new life for the world.

Scott Soper
(b.1961)

Who is this who lives with the lowly, sharing their sorrows, knowing their hunger?
This is Christ, revealed to the world in the eyes of a child, a child of the poor.
Who is the stranger here in our midst, looking for shelter among us?
Who is the outcast? Who do we see amid the poor, the children of God?
Bring all the thirsty, all who seek peace; bring those with nothing to offer.
Strengthen the feeble, say to the frightened heart: “Fear not: here is your God!”
(© 1994, OCP Publications)
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Pietro Yon
(1886-1943)

Gesù Bambino
Michael Match, organ

ST. LOUIS; Lewis H. Redner
(1831-1908)

O Little Town of Bethlehem

PLEASE STAND AND JOIN IN SINGING:

1. O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in the dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

3. How silently, how silently,
The wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of his heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming,
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

2. For Christ is born of Mary,
And gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to all on earth.

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem!
Descend to us we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel!

(Phillips Brooks, 1867)

Franz Schubert
(1797-1828)

Ave Maria
Ave Maria, gratia plena,
Dominus tecum.
Benedicta tu in mulieribus,
et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus.

Hail Mary, full of grace,
The Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Sancta Maria, Mater Dei,
Ora pro nobis peccatoribus,
Nunc et in hora mortis nostrae.

Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,
Now and at the hour of our death,
Michael Match, soloist
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CAROL, CMD; Richard Willis
(1819-1900)

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

PLEASE STAND AND JOIN IN SINGING:

1. It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:
‘Peace on the earth, good will to all
From heaven’s all gracious King’;
The world in solemn stillness lay,
To hear the angels sing.
2. Still through the cloven skies they come,
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heav’nly music floats
O’er all the weary world:
Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hov’ring wing,
And ever o’er its Babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.
3. For, lo, the days are hastening on,
By prophets seen of old,
When with the evercircling years
Shall come the time foretold,
When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendors fling,
And all the world give back the song
Which now the angels sing.
(Edmund Sears, 1849)
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ORDER OF MASS
Reverend Cody C. Ford
Priest Secretary to the Diocesan Bishop
Principal Celebrant and Homilist

Introductory Rites
T h e P r o c l a m at i o n o f t h e B i r t h o f C h r i s t
P ro c e s sion a l C arol

Roman Martyrology
O Come, All Ye Faithful
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P e n i t e n t i a l A c t 			
G loria

Music: The People’s Mass, Jan M. Vermulst, © 1970, 2010, World Library Publications

C ollect
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L iturgy of the W ord
Reading I

Isaiah 9:1-6

				

Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13

		

P salm R esponse

Text: Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, 1981, 1998, ICEL
Music: Michel Guimont, © 1994, 1998, GIA Publications, Inc.

R e a di ng I I

Titus 2:11-14

			

G o sp el A c c l a m at ion

		

Luke 2:10-11

I proclaim to you good news of great joy:
today a Savior is born for us, Christ the Lord.
Music: Festival Alleluia, James J. Chepponis, © 1999, Morningstar Music Publishers

G o sp el 					
H o m i ly 					 			

Luke 2:1-14
Rev. Cody Ford
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P r ofe s sion of F a i t h 			
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
(All KNEEL at these two lines.)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his Kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

U n i v e r s a l P r a y e r 			
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Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

L iturgy of the E ucharist
P r epa r at ion of t h e G i f t s 		

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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P r ay er o v er t h e G i f t s
P r e f a c e 		
S a nc t u s

M y s t ery of F a i t h
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G r e at A m en

C ommunion R ite
L o r d ’s P r a y e r
D oxology
S ign of P eace
A g n u s D ei

C ommunion A ntiphon
The Word became flesh, and we have seen his glory.
(John 1:14)
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guidelines for the reception of holy communion
For Catholics
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy
Communion. We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently. In order
to be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious of grave
sin and normally should have fasted for one hour. A person who is conscious of grave sin is
not to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession except
for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession. In this case, the person is
to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention
of confessing as soon as possible (canon 916). A frequent reception of the Sacrament of
Penance is encouraged for all.
For Our Fellow Christians
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and
sisters. We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist
will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us.
We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ’s prayer for us
“that they may all be one” (John 17:21).
Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of
the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we are not
yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to Holy Communion. Eucharistic sharing in
exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission according to the directives
of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (canon 844 § 4). Members of the
Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish National Catholic
Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own Churches. According to Roman
Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception of communion
by Christians of these Churches (canon 844 § 3).

For Non-Christians
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. While
we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace
and the unity of the human family.
For Those Not Receiving Holy Communion
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a
prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.
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C om mun ion C arols
Angels We Have Heard on High
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See Amid the Winter’s Snow

Francis Patrick O’Brien
(b.1958)
Silent, in the chill of midnight, starlight shines upon a lowly manger.
Wonder, wonder of the ages; heaven breaks forth on the earth.

Nativity Carol

For a child is born, the world rejoices! Shepherds and angels proclaim his birth.
This is Jesus the Lord, our Savior and brother, bearing God’s peace to the earth.
Fear not,’ said angelic voices; ‘tidings of a wondrous love we bring you.
Go now, find him in a manger; visit God’s home on the earth.’
Jesus, Lord of all creation, sleep now close beside your mother, Mary.
Bring us light amid the darkness, promise of life without end.
(© 1992 GIA Publications, Inc.)

P r ay er a f t er C om mun ion
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Concluding Rite
S olemn B lessing
Dismissal
R ecessional C arol

		

Joy to the World

P ostlude
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