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Saint Joseph Cathedral Parish is called to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a community.
We are committed: to our urban neighborhoods, to being the Cathedral of the Diocese,
and to fellowship, formation, sacrament, and prayer.

The Women of Faith

This Week
December 19 - 26, 2021
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
(Sat) 6:00 pm
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Mass for Dorothy Fillipovich
Mass for the Parishioners
Mass for Katie Fahey
Evening Prayer
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Saint Peter Canisius
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Mass for John & Shirley Sheets
Confessions

Saint John of Kanty
12:05 pm

Mass for John Bolcek

Advent Weekday
Christmas Eve
Confessions
Mass for the Parishioners
Christmas Eve Mass

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Christmas Day
Midnight
10:30 am
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Mass for Stephen Pacewicz
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SAT

Mass for William S. Przybysz

Christmas Mass During the Night
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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
8:00 am
10:30 am

Mass for Frank Moran
Mass for the Parishioners
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From
Fr. Sateesh

The Liturgy of the Word of this Fourth
Sunday of Advent invites us to contemplate two examples of unflinching faith:
Mary and Elizabeth. Luke's Gospel has several references to women,
and he presents them as role-models of faith.
Mary and Elizabeth, through their faith, cooperated with God in the
history of salvation: Elizabeth conceived in her ripe old age and Mary
while still a virgin, conceived through the Holy Spirit. She believed
in the words of the angel and gave her unconditional consent. Her
going in haste to meet Elizabeth is the proof of her belief. How can
a woman in her old age conceive? Mary just believed. She hastened
to share in the joy of Elizabeth. Affirming this aspect of her life, Pope
Paul VI declares that Mary has, “fully and responsibly accepted the
word of God and acted on it… charity and the spirit of service were
the driving force of her actions.” At the first instance of their encounter, Elizabeth acknowledged the greatness of Mary and the Good
News about her conception. The words of Elizabeth “Blessed are
you among women” link Mary to the chosen women of the Israel's
history who delivered them from moments of crisis. Mary enjoys the
privilege of being the “blessed among women” since she plays a vital
role in saving the entire humanity from spiritual crisis.
The expression, “And why has this happened to me, that the mother
of my Lord comes to me?” (Lk 1:43) reveals that Elizabeth too was
filled with the Spirit and was able to recognize the babe in the womb
of Mary as the Lord and Savior. Luke refers to a parallel in the Old
Testament when king David exclaims the same sentiments when
the Arc of the Covenant was being carried to Jerusalem (2 Sam 6:9).
Here, Elizabeth acclaims that Mary is the new Arc of the Covenant.
The child in her womb responds with joy to the presence of God in
Mary's womb. Mary continues to come to us in our moments of need.
Let us be thankful to her maternal protection.
To all external appearances, Mary could just be a younger cousin on
a social visit that happens to come at the right time when Elizabeth
needs help. But Elizabeth sees God's hand and the Lord's presence
in what is happening. "Why has this happened to me that the mother
of my Lord comes to me?" At Christmas God keeps his promise, that
promise is named Jesus, the promised one. That promise is revealed
to all who have faith and fulfilled in all who have love. We will only
recognize the face of Jesus when we have love in our hearts, love for
God and love for our neighbor. However, so often we act insensitively
towards those of our own home and neighborhood. We might look
for God in the high and mighty, yet he might be hidden in the small,
the sick, the senile, the simple and the social outcasts.

Welcoming Visitors for Christmas

In these last days of Advent, please pray for the warm welcome to the
Cathedral of all those who have been away from the active practice of
the Catholic Faith, or even just away from being physically in church
for a while. Their appearance at our Christmas celebration is not
some interruption that threatens to leave us without our "favorite"
seat in church; it is rather a great homecoming of our brothers and
sisters, who must find in us such joy that they will be drawn irresistibly to come back and be with us each Sunday!
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Christmas
Christmas
AT THE CATHEDRAL

AT THE CATHEDRAL
Christmas Eve
Friday, December
Christmas
Eve 24

Choral
Meditations:
Friday,
December
24 5:30 p.m.
Mass: 6:00 p.m.

Choral Meditations: 5:30 p.m.
Choral Meditations: 11:30 p.m.
Mass: Mass
6:00 atp.m.
Midnight
Choral Meditations: 11:30 p.m.
Christmas Day
Mass Saturday,
at Midnight
December 25
Mass: 10:30 a.m.
Christmas
Day

Advent is a most advantageous time to go to confession!
The Sacrament of Reconciliation figuratively wipes the slate
clean in any liturgical season, but Advent provides a poignant
time to experience the joy of reconciling with God and the
Church, being one with Christ in the here and now, while
celebrating His First Coming in His birth in Bethlehem and
preparing for His Second Coming and all eternity. As you
prepare for Christmas, take time to truly prepare your hearts
and minds by taking advantage of our additional times for
Confession during this holy Season.

Homebound Ministry

We would like to reach out to those individuals who, due
to physical limitations, are unable to attend Mass regularly.
If you or someone you know is sick or homebound and would
like a visit from Father Sateesh, please contact the Cathedral
parish offices at 304-233-4121.

A Christmas Novena Prayer

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son
of God was born of the most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight,
in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. In that hour vouchsafe, Oh
my God, to hear my prayer and grant my desires, through
the merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ and of His Blessed
Mother.
It is piously believed that whoever recites the above prayer
fifteen times a day from the feast of St. Andrew (Nov. 30) until
Christmas will obtain what is asked if it is in accordance to
God’s Holy Will.

Saturday,
There December
will be no 6:0025
p.m. Mass
on Saturday, December 25

Mass: 10:30 a.m.

There will be no 6:00 p.m. Mass
on Saturday, December 25

When was the last time
you invited someone to Mass?

Each one of us has a responsibility to evangelize - to share
the Good News of Jesus Christ. How can we reach out to our
friends, family members, and those we work with who are not
practicing their faith? Consider inviting them to join you for
Christmas Mass this year. Pray that the peace and joy of the
Christ Child may enlighten their hearts and minds to accept
His grace in their lives.

Online Giving

The Cathedral of Saint Joseph offers Online Giving, a webbased electronic contribution application that is safe and
secure. This site allows you to set up automatic contributions
and change the timing or the amount of your gift at any time.
You may make pledges and manage your contributions to
the pledge amount, and you may make one-time donations.
To sign up for Online Giving, visit our parish website at
www.saintjosephcathedral.com and follow the “Giving” tab.
This website will walk you through the process.

Offertory
Collection
December 12, 2021
Envelopes: $1384
Loose: $657
Online: $481

Thank you for
your support!

Fourth Sunday of Advent

FOLLOW US ON

@wheelingcathedral
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New to the Parish?
Are you new to the Parish? Has your
address or phone number changed?
Are you a Catholic wishing to return
to the Church? We would love to
hear from you! Contact or stop by
the Parish Offices to find out more
information on how to become a
member of the Cathedral Parish.

Traveling for the Holidays?
Take an hour, even on vacation, to
attend Mass where you can remember to thank God for your blessings
and to seek his divine protection for
you and your family. There is a great
website, www.masstimes.org, that
can help you to locate the nearest
Catholic Church and the times for
Mass while traveling.

St. Augustine tells us that a “Christian
is a mind through which Christ thinks,
a heart through which Christ loves, a
voice through which Christ speaks and
a hand through which Christ helps.” As
we look around and out at the world,
we do not have to search too far before
we come face to face with inequity and
injustice. There is so much unfairness,
prejudice, anger, hatred, violence, and
want. The stories of human heartache,
people being hurt, deprived of life’s
necessities, loneliness, and sickness
are far too commonplace. For many
of the world’s ills, the vices of greed,
lust, pride, gluttony, and jealousy are
clearly among the more significant root
causes.
Why doesn’t God just step in and fix this
mess? After all, God created this world,
and one would hope that he would step
up and take some measure of responsibility for it! Once we sit with this thinking for a while, we can begin to realize
just how flawed it really is. God did take
responsibility and God did fix the problem! God sent us Jesus Christ as the
divine solution to the world’s ills. It is
not God who has shirked responsibility,
we have. We are the ones who continually fail to set our own personal needs,
wants, and securities aside so that One
more powerful than us can use us.
Mary had to set her needs aside in
order for the Son of God to come into

Bringing
the Gospel
Home

the world. Put simply, Mary listened
and believed. Having opened herself to
being an instrument of the Divine, God
could use her as his mind, heart, voice,
and hand. She became God’s vessel
so that God’s greatness could reach
the ends of the earth and peace could
come upon the world. God’s fix for the
world’s difficulties is you and me. We
are the ones who confess that Jesus
Christ came into the world as the Son of
God, the Prince of Peace, and herald of
justice. All we have to do is believe, as
did Mary, that what has been spoken to
us by the Lord will be fulfilled. Then, we
can step aside and be the Christians we
claim to be. What a difference it would
make if every person who professed to
be Christian truly understood that their
one and only vocation is to be God’s
instrument. What a beautiful, equitable, and just world it would be.
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Women's Retreat

February 25-27, 2022
St. John XXIII Pastoral Center
Charleston, West Virginia

Thank you!

Thanks to your generosity, the
Coats for Kids Campaign sponsored by Council 504 of the Knights
of Columbus donated 235 coats to
Youth Services System. The Knights
of Columbus thank you for your
generous support!

Please join us for our annual
Women’s Retreat, Co-Sponsored
with the DWC Office of Evangelization & Catechesis, February 25-27,
2022, at St. John XXIII Pastoral
Center in Charleston. Presented by
Sr. Mary Dean Pfahler. The weekend will consist of presentations,
quiet reflection, small group breakout sessions, media resources, and
communal prayer. For more information contact Gerri Wright at
304-552-3662 or gerwright1@aol.
com.
You can register online at www.dwc.
org/2022-Womens-retreat. $150/pp
single occupancy, $125/per person
double occupancy.

Please remember in your prayers:
Carlos Jimenez, M.D.

(d. December 10, 2021)

R E M E M B E R I N Y O U R P R AY E R S
Andrew Helfer
Angela Niehart
Archer Hatch
Arthur Danehart
Austin Cook
Barb Mazzocca
Beth Jochum
Betty Teater
Bill Wilson
Bob Armstrong
Bob Jones
Billy Hanasky
Brian Hanasky
Brogan Gallentine
Caleb Hlebiczki
Carolyn Lash
Carolyn Wiethe
Charles Heizer
Charles DeBeni
Children of the
Youth Services System
Christina Helfer
Chuck Fair
David A. Kress, Jr.
Eli Musser

Eric South
Eva Wood
Fr. Joseph Wilhelm
Frank Davis
Fred Herink
Frederick C. Schweizer
Gail Koch
George Kirchner
Geri Adams Nagy
Hines Rotriga
Janet Cupp
Janie
Jean & Chuck Schultz
Jim Antill
Jim and Dee
Jimmy Hocking
Joe Bechtel
John Petrella
Jon-Michael Lasher
Joy Harr
Judy Pack
Julia Sheets
Kathy Cooley
Kaitlyn Hanasky
Ken Staley

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Kermit Klosterman
Liam Barns
Liam Manning
Lucille Renowicz
Lukie Brown
Margaret Stocke
Marie Farnsworth
Marie & Conner
Workman
Mark Davis
Marshall South
Martha Yocum
Mary Ann Fowler
Mary K. Schlosser
Mary Walicki
Michael DeBlasis
Milissa Rose
Nadine Greenwood
Nicholas Barns
Norma Bosold
Pete Cuffaro
Pete Mack
Philippa Shores
Rachel Wade
R. J. Stocke

Richard Simon
Rick Burgy
Ron Hickman
Rosanne Gaughan
Rosalie Davis
Rose Otey
Sarah Hanasky
Sarah Sargent
Shirley DeBeni
Shirley DeCaria
Stanley Kyrc
Stephanie Bugaj
Susan Graff
Susan Mize
Susan Schulte
Tammy
Teresa Helfer
Thelma Pearson
Tony Helfer
Trystan Timmons
Victoria Jeskey
Zoey Knight		
		

WHY DO WE DO THAT?
Catholic Life Explained:
Responding to God
Question:

I can’t explain it. I feel a nudge
from God to something out of the
ordinary. How do I respond?

Answer:

You’re in good company! Abraham
was asked to leave all he knew and
loved for a strange land, with only
abstract divine assurance that such
a sacrifice would be worth it. Plenty
of prophets protested against
God’s call, whether it was claiming
they were too young (Jeremiah) or
running away entirely, only to end
up in a whale’s belly (Jonah). St.
Joseph was asked to do something
very strange. He was asked to
believe — on the word of an angelic
appearance in a dream — that his
betrothed was pregnant not from
another man, but by a miraculous
intervention of God. Then he was
called to marry her.
Author Flannery O’Connor once
wrote, “You shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you
odd.” Sometimes God’s invitation
might seem strange or challenging. It might require sacrifices we
never expected to make. Our life
might look different than we had
always imagined. But as we all
know, life throws its own curveballs, regardless of whether or
not we’re listening for God’s will.
Better, one would think, to be open
to the promptings of God and to
follow along the strange trails that
they lead. We have the assurance
that, eventually, we will find green
pastures.

5

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
December 21 - St. Peter Canisius, priest, doctor of the Church (1521-1597)

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Week of December 19
SUNDAY
Micah 5:1-4
Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
MONDAY
Isaiah 7:10-14
Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6
Luke 1:26-38
TUESDAY
Song of Songs 2:8-14
Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21
Luke 1:39-45

WEDNESDAY
1 Samuel 1:24-28
(Ps) 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8
Luke 1:46-56
THURSDAY
Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24
Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14
Luke 1:57-66
FRIDAY
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16
Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29
Luke 1:67-79

Saint Peter Canisius was the first Dutchman to join the Jesuits. He is known as the second
apostle of Germany for his work restoring Catholicism after the Reformation, writing a
“German catechism,” which defined basic Catholic beliefs in German. Peter felt that it
was more effective to clarify the teachings of Catholicism rather than engage in polemics
with the reformers. His last twenty years were spent in Switzerland, where he founded
the Jesuit College that is the core of the University of Fribourg. He is credited with adding
“Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners” to the Hail Mary. This appeared for the
first time in his Catechism of 1555.

December 23 - St. John of Kanty, priest (d.1473)

Also known as John Cantius, Sain John of KAnty was a brilliant and multi-talented Polish
theologian and professor of Sacred Scripture at Krakow. In addition to his theolgoical
work, he was also a physicist and anticipated the work of Galileo and Newton. He was
known for his spirit of poverty an dhumility and gave most of his professor's salary to the
poor, keeping just enough to live simply. Miracles were attributed to him in his lifetime,
and he became a very popular saint in Poland. Many churches founded in North America
for Polish immigrants are names in his honor.

Saints of God, pray for us!
Second Collection for Kentucky Disaster Relief
January 1 & 2, 2022

Most Rev. Mark Brennan, Bishop of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, has approved
a special collection to be held the weekend of January 1st and 2nd, 2022, in all parishes
and missions throughout the diocese to support recovery efforts related to the recent
natural disasters that have occurred in Kentucky, leaving severe damage and loss of
life. Donations can also be made on the diocesan website at www.dwc.org/disasterrelief.

CHRISTMAS

Vigil

Proceeds from this collection will support the humanitarian and recovery efforts of
Catholic Charities agencies on the ground, working in the communities affected by the
tornadoes.

Isaiah 62:1-5
Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25
Matthew 1:1-25

As we hold the victims and first responders in our prayers during these critical days, let
us also spend time in prayer and discernment as we prepare for this upcoming collection. Let us come together now to support our brothers and sisters in Christ who are
suffering this horrible loss.

Night
Isaiah 9:1-6
Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13
Timothy 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14

Please remember in prayer all those who have lost their lives in the wake of these disasters, as well as all those who have been injured and lost their homes, cars, employment,
and access to food and water, especially as we prepare for the Christmas Season.

Day
Isaiah 52:7-10
Ps 98:1-, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6
Hebrews 1:1-6
John 1:1-18
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Qty

Donors Name

Total

(1 plant) 1
Poinsettia
$12
Single Poinsettia
$15
In Memory of

Donors Name

_____ x $15 = ____________
(3 plants) Poinsettia
$23Total
Qty			

__________________________________ Red & White Combination

$25

1 Double Poinsettia $25

In
Memory
Please
placeof
your order form

_____
x $25 = ____________
Large Basket
(9 plants)
Qty			
Red & White Combination
$35Total

and your check in an envelope.
__________________________________
Mail or drop it in the
Terra Cotta Pot
(4 plants)
$35
Grand
Total ____________
collection basket no later than
__________________________________
December 20.
Totals Due
Please place your order form

__________________________________
Payment must accompany order form! and your check in an envelope.
__________________________________

Mail or drop it in the collection basket
no later than December 19.
Payment must accompany order form.

The Cathedral of Saint Joseph
MASS TIMES

DIRECTORY
PARISH OFFICE
1218 Eoff Street
Wheeling, WV 26003
Phone: 304-233-4121

SUNDAYS

6:00 pm (Saturday)
8:00 am
10:30 am

WEEKDAYS

12:05 pm (Monday thru Friday)
9:00 am (Saturday)

HOLY DAYS

Please consult the bulletin

CONFESSIONS
FRIDAY

11:15 - 11:45 am

SATURDAY

5:00 - 5:45 pm
or by appointment

Website: www.saintjosephcathedral.com

SACRAMENTS

STAFF
PASTOR
Most Reverend Mark E. Brennan
Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston
VICE-RECTOR
Rev. Narisetti Sateesh, H.G.N.
nsateesh@dwc.org
DEACON
Reverend Mr. Douglas Breiding
dbreiding@dwc.org
PARISH LIFE AND MINISTRIES ASSISTANT
Debora V. Fahey
dfahey@dwc.org
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC / ORGANIST
Matthew S. Berher
mberher@dwc.org
PASTORAL ASSISTANT / ASSOCIATE ORGANIST
Tyler J. Greenwood
tgreenwood@dwc.org
SACRISTAN
Martin Imbroscio
mimbroscio@dwc.org

The Mother Church of the

BAPTISMS
By appointment. Please contact the parish office.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK /
MINISTRY TO THE HOMEBOUND
Please call the parish office to arrange for anointing for someone who is seriously ill or preparing for
surgery. If ill, homebound or hospitalized, a visit can
be scheduled upon request.
MARRIAGE
Engaged couples who are members of the Cathedral
parish should contact the parish office.

PARISH REGISTRATION
Registration forms can be obtained through the
parish office.
Please notify the parish of address changes through
contacting the parish office or by visiting the website.
Bulletin Articles due by 9am on Monday (5 days
prior to publication). Submitted bulletin content
is subject to approval.

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston

