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‘Prepare
the way of the Lord,

make straight his paths.’
LK 3:4
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Saint Joseph Cathedral Parish is called to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a community.
We are committed: to our urban neighborhoods, to being the Cathedral of the Diocese,
and to fellowship, formation, sacrament, and prayer.

“Looking forward with hope! He is coming!”

This Week
December 5 - 12, 2021

SUN

5

Second Sunday of Advent
(Sat) 6:00 pm
8:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

Mass for James LaFlam
Mass for Dr. Edward Thomas Nagem
Mass for the Parishioners
Evening Prayer

MON Saint Nicholas

6

TUE

7

WED

8

12:05 pm
6:00 pm

Saint Ambrose
12:05 pm

9

FRI

10

SAT

11

SUN

12

Mass for Daniel Krulcik

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Holy Day of Obligation
12:05 pm
6:00 pm

THU

Mass for Charles Naegele
Saint Nicholas Mass

Mass for Wib & Rose Breiding
Mass for the Parishioners

Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
12:05 pm

Mass for Nicholas & Nimnoom Ghaphery

Our Lady of Loreto
11:15 am
12:05 pm

Confessions
Mass for Katie Fahey

Saint Damasus I
9:00 am
9:30 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm

Mass for Mary Bartolovich
Rosary
Confessions
Mass for the Parishioners

Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

Mass for Madeline Belby
Mass for Anna Mae Myers
Evening Prayer

From
Fr. Sateesh

Today's gospel begins with a description
of the political situation of the times. It is
not an easy time for the Jews, the Romans
were task masters and oppressed them
and made unreasonable demands on the
Jews. The Jews were fed up and longed for a Messiah who would
rescue them from Roman tyranny. Yet this very hopeless situation
was also the context of hope and repentance. The person proclaiming this message of hope was John the Baptist. John the Baptist was
a sign, everything about him was a sign and he was pointing to the
imminent coming of Lord. He was not the promised one. He was the
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight."
John the Baptist also announces a chance for a new beginning. The
narrative starts on an ominous note, reminding us of the power that
Pontius Pilate, Herod, Annas, and Caiaphas hold. We already know
the end of the story. And so, it is with some urgency we hear John’s
invitation to repent: to turn away from personal choices that impede
God’s coming and collectively turn toward divine mercy.
Using Isaiah’s words, John first speaks in imperatives: prepare and
make straight the way. But then the verbs shift to the passive voice,
implying that it will be the Coming One himself who will do the filling in of the valleys and leveling of the mountains, straightening out
winding roads, and smoothing the rough ways. The Coming One does
not eliminate the suffering and sorrow along life’s path, but fills us
with saving joy, justice, forgiveness, and mercy as we open ourselves
to the great things God has done and continues to do for us.
The reading reminds us that our preparation for the coming of the
Lord is a two-way process. On the one hand we were reminded in
the first reading that God himself will make the first move, he will
level the mountains and fill the valleys so that we might come back
unhurt. On the other hand, ours is not a passive hopeless waiting.
We have to play our part and open ourselves to his coming into our
lives. For some of us it might imply knocking off the mountains of
pride, for others it might be filling up the emptiness of our lives with
good works, for still others it might mean giving up our crooked ways
and walking straight along the path of truth. The present times might
be difficult times for us but there are, in these very upsetting times,
signs of his coming. Are we able to read the signs of his coming?
Can we listen to the voice in the wilderness crying out? To be able
to listen we have to believe, we have to hope, we have to be open
to the God who comes in surprising ways into our lives. Let the one
who has ears listen...!
Whether we admit it or not, very often what prevents us from going
ahead is our holding on to the past or getting bogged down by the
present. We get so involved in what is happening right now that we
cannot look beyond. Life is more than what is happening now - it will
change. The darkest hour is the one before dawn! But we have to wait
in hope for God's coming into our lives. Have a 'hopeful' weekend!

vvvvv
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Celebrate the Memorial of

Saint Nicholas
at the Cathedral of Saint Joseph in Wheeling

Immaculate
Conception
OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6
Mass at 6:00 P.M.

W E D N E S DAY
DECEMBER 8

Bishop Mark E. Brennan
Celebrant & Homilist

A H O LY D AY O F O B L I G AT I O N

There will be a Special Blessing for the
Members of the Confraternity of Saint Nicholas
who are present at the Mass.

MASS
12:05 PM
6:00 PM

Cookies & Hot Chocolate to follow.

Bishop Mark Brennan will celebrate a special Mass on the
Memorial of St. Nicholas, Monday, December 6, 2021, at
6:00 p.m. in the Cathedral of St. Joseph. Everyone is invited
to attend this Mass in honor of the fourth-century saint and
patron of children. Bishop Brennan has recently established
the Confraternity of St. Nicholas, a public association of the
faithful who, through prayer, fasting, and good works, are
dedicated to the protection of all children from scandalization, abuse, and trafficking. Members of the Confraternity
who are present at the Mass will receive a special blessing.

Advent Vespers

Sunday evenings during Advent at 6:00 p.m.

Vespers, also called Evening Prayer, is part of the Liturgy of
the Hours, also known as the Divine Office. In the Liturgy
of the Hours, the Church fulfills Jesus’ command to “pray
always”. Through this prayer, the people of God sanctify the
day by continual praise of God and prayers of intercession
for the needs of the world. The Second Vatican Council has
exhorted the Christian laity to take up this practice since it is
the “prayer of the whole people of God.” We encourage you
to join us at the Cathedral of Saint Joseph for Solemn Vespers
each Sunday evening during Advent at 6:00 p.m. The music
is provided by the Cathedral Schola.

Offertory
Collection
November 28, 2021
Envelopes: $1061
Loose: $670
Online: $471

Thank you for
your support!

Second Sunday of Advent

FOLLOW US ON

Each year on December 8, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the solemn dogma defined by Blessed Pope Pius IX in
1854. As Our Lady Immaculately Conceived is the patroness
of the United States of America, this is a holy day of obligation.
Through the centuries the Church has become ever more
aware that Mary, "full of grace" through God, was redeemed
from the moment of her conception. That is what the dogma
of the Immaculate Conception confesses, as Blessed Pope
Pius IX proclaimed on December 8, 1854: "The most Blessed
Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception,
by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by
virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human
race, preserved immune from all stain of original sin." (Ineffabilis Deus)

Angel Tree

Catholic Charities is doing things a bit different this year.
We are asking for $10.00 gift cards from Walmart or Target.
They are collecting them, and then distributing them equally
among the children signed up. If you would like to give more,
please keep them in $10.00 increments.
In order to avoid going to the store, you may order the gift
card online and print it. If you don’t have a printer, you
can put $10.00 in an envelope and Catholic Charities can
purchase a gift card for you.
You can put them in the gift box in the sanctuary, or in the
collection, or mail them to the Cathedral.
Please return them by Sunday December 5, they will be
delivered Monday December 6.

@wheelingcathedral

3

St. Ambrose, whose memorial we
celebrate this Tuesday, shares some
wisdom on our need to prepare the
way and open the door for Christ. “You
see that when the Word of God knocks
hardest on your door, it is when his hair
is wet with the dew of the night. In fact,
he chooses to visit those who are in
tribulation and trial, lest one of them be
overwhelmed by distress. So, his head
is covered with dew, with drops, when
his body is laboring hard. It is important to keep watch so that when the
Bridegroom comes, he is not shut out.
If you are asleep and your heart is not
keeping watch, he will go away without knocking; but if your heart is alert
for his coming, he knocks and asks for
the door to be opened to him.” When
life gets overwhelming and difficult and
we find ourselves feeling a bit downhearted and miserable, these words
can bring great comfort.

The Holy Father's Prayer
Intention for December
Catechists
Let us pray for the catechists,
summoned to announce the Word
of God: may they be its witnesses,
with courage and creativity and in
the power of the Holy Spirit.

New to the Parish?
Are you new to the Parish? Has your
address or phone number changed?
Are you a Catholic wishing to return
to the Church? We would love to
hear from you! Contact or stop by
the Parish Offices to find out more
information on how to become a
member of the Cathedral Parish.
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We sometimes choose to remain stuck
in our uncomfortable darkness and
being stuck becomes our norm. In this
time of self-focus our hearts are closed
to the graces and life God desires to
give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning and misery, we fail to see the mercy,
justice, and love the Bridegroom wants
to bring. If we take seriously the need
to prepare the way for Christ and open
our hearts in preparation for his visit,
we can hear God’s gentle voice calling
us deep within. It beckons us to seek
out its source and discover the inner
calm and peace that can prevail over
the darkness of despair. Sometimes
our darkness is so dark that it may
seem unsurmountable. Trusting in the
spiritual friends who journey with us,

Bringing
the Gospel
Home

and God’s promise may bring a glimmer of light even when it is most difficult to keep our hearts’ doors open.
Sometimes, the only light in the darkness is found in trusting the faith of
others both past and present.
We have to trust that God has already
begun the accomplishment of good
work in us and that humanity is on
an incredible journey to something
wonderful and awesome. God is not
done. When we open the doors of our
hearts, straighten the paths of our lives,
and prepare the way, Jesus can come
with God’s simple gifts of peace, grace,
and joy. Life throws a great deal at us.
It is easy to get tired and confused.
We have to train our hearts to keep
watch, discern what is of value, and
forge ahead. Not allowing ourselves
to become so weighed down by things
and brought out of focus is a tremendous goal to achieve this Advent
season. God is knocking. Answer the
door. You will see and understand life
in ways you never thought possible
before.
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Thank You
Father Sateesh received a treadmill
as a gift from generous parishioners.
We are very grateful to those who
have helped him find a treadmill.

WHY DO WE DO THAT?

Blessing of Bambinelli

Catholic Life Explained:
Christmas Preparation

December 11 & 12

The blessing of the Bambinelli has
been a tradition in Rome for many
years. On the Third Sunday of
Advent, also called Gaudete Sunday
(December 12), we are called to
rejoice as we anticipate the birth of
Jesus. The children of Rome bring
the Christ Child from their family
manger to St. Peter’s Square for
the Holy Father to bless at the time
of his Sunday Angelus. Continuing
this tradition, at each Mass during
the weekend of December 11 and
12, everyone is invited to bring the
baby Jesus from their nativity set
to receive a special blessing at the
end of Mass.

Question:

Please remember in your prayers:
Carlene Schultz

(d. November 23, 2021)

Answer:

R E M E M B E R I N Y O U R P R AY E R S
Andrew Helfer
Angela Niehart
Archer Hatch
Arthur Danehart
Austin Cook
Barb Mazzocca
Beth Jochum
Betty Teater
Bill Wilson
Bob Armstrong
Bob Jones
Billy Hanasky
Brian Hanasky
Brogan Gallentine
Caleb Hlebiczki
Carolyn Lash
Carolyn Wiethe
Charles Heizer
Charles DeBeni
Children of the
Youth Services System
Christina Helfer
Chuck Fair
David A. Kress, Jr.
Eli Musser

Eric South
Eva Wood
Fr. Joseph Wilhelm
Frank Davis
Fred Herink
Frederick C. Schweizer
Gail Koch
George Kirchner
Geri Adams Nagy
Hines Rotriga
Janet Cupp
Janie
Jean & Chuck Schultz
Jim Antill
Jim and Dee
Jimmy Hocking
Joe Bechtel
John Petrella
Jon-Michael Lasher
Joy Harr
Judy Pack
Julia Sheets
Kathy Cooley
Kaitlyn Hanasky
Ken Staley

Second Sunday of Advent

With Christmas fast approaching,
can you give me some practical tips
to prepare myself and my family that
will help us stay grounded in what
this holiday is really about? With all
the commercialism, it’s easy to stray.

Kermit Klosterman
Liam Barns
Liam Manning
Lucille Renowicz
Lukie Brown
Margaret Stocke
Marie Farnsworth
Marie & Conner
Workman
Mark Davis
Marshall South
Martha Yocum
Mary Ann Fowler
Mary K. Schlosser
Mary Walicki
Michael DeBlasis
Milissa Rose
Nadine Greenwood
Nicholas Barns
Norma Bosold
Pete Cuffaro
Pete Mack
Philippa Shores
Rachel Wade
R. J. Stocke

Richard Simon
Rick Burgy
Ron Hickman
Rosanne Gaughan
Rosalie Davis
Rose Otey
Sarah Hanasky
Sarah Sargent
Shirley DeBeni
Shirley DeCaria
Stanley Kyrc
Stephanie Bugaj
Susan Graff
Susan Mize
Susan Schulte
Tammy
Teresa Helfer
Thelma Pearson
Tony Helfer
Trystan Timmons
Victoria Jeskey
Zoey Knight		
		

Happy times and events bring fond
memories and a renewed sense of
love and kinship with others. The
anticipation is half the joy of the
event itself. The coming of the Lord
is that kind of event that people
have been looking forward to for
generations with fervent hope and
desire. It gave them strength and
courage as they waited for the
coming of the Lord.
We know that Christmas is rushed.
Sales begin in August and carols
blare long before the season
begins. Everyone laments the commercial aspects of the season, but
as Advent begins, do something
to help you be more mindful of
the Lord’s coming. Use an Advent
wreath, or enthrone the Bible
prominently, or read the readings
from the Bible assigned to each day.
Postpone the tree and decorations
until closer to Christmas. Establish
new family rituals, customs and
prayers that help remind everyone
that we are preparing to celebrate
the birth of Jesus. Fasting, daily
Mass, a special celebration of reconciliation, reaching out to those
alienated from family or society,
and visiting the homebound
manifest the love of the Christ Child
and the Holy Family. Resist the
temptation to rush the season. In
his own time and in his own way,
God will come. Our task is simply to
be watchful and ready.
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SAINTS OF THE WEEK

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Week of December 5
SUNDAY
Baruch 5:1-9
Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6
Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11
Luke 3:1-6
MONDAY
Isaiah 35:1-10
Ps 85:9-14
Luke 5:17-26

TUESDAY
Isaiah 40:1-11
Ps 96:1-2, 3, 10, 11-12, 13
Matthew 18:12-14
WEDNESDAY
Genesis 3:9-15, 20
Ps 98:1-4
Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12
Luke 1:26-38
THURSDAY
Isaiah 41:13-20
Ps 145:1, 9-13
Matthew 11:11-15
FRIDAY
Isaiah 48:17-19
Ps 1:1-4, 6
Matthew 11:16-19
SATURDAY
Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11
Ps 80:2, 3, 15-16, 18-19
Matthew 17:9, 10-13
NEXT SUNDAY
Zephaniah 3:14-18
(Ps) Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:10-18

December 6 - St. Nicholas, bishop (270-343)
Little is known about Saint Nicholas (270-343), the “wonderworker,” other than the fact
that he lived sometime during the fourth century and was bishop of the city of Myra in
Asia Minor. There is some evidence that he was imprisoned during the Diocletian persecutions and later condemned Arianism, a heresy that denied the Son was co-eternal with
the Father. Many stories exist about St. Nicholas, but one most frequently passed down
speaks of a poor man who could not feed or clothe his three daughters. Upon hearing of
this man’s dire situation, St. Nicholas tossed three bags of gold through his window one
evening so the man could tend to his daughter’s needs.
Patronage: children, bankers, pawnbrokers, sailors, perfumers, brides, unmarried women,
travelers, fishermen, dock workers, brewers, poets, prisoners
December 7 - St. Ambrose, bishop and doctor of the Church (c.340-397)

Saint Ambrose was governor when he stopped the people’s riot that erupted during the
selection of a new bishop in Milan. The crowd cried, “Ambrose for bishop,” and he was
chosen, although he was just a catechumen. The Arian heresy - which denied the full
divinity of Christ - divided the Church of his time. When Empress Justina demanded that
Ambrose give his basilica to the Arians, he and his congregation locked themselves in
and sang in what was the first recorded instance of antiphonal singing.
Patronage: beekeepers; candlemakers

December 9 - Saint Juan Diego Cuautlatoatzin (1474-1548)

Saint Juan Diego Cuautlatoatzin was a native Mexican, a farmer, and a laborer. On December 9, 1531, on his way to attend Mass, he heard a woman call out from Tepeyac Hill.
She was the Virgin Mary, and she asked Juan Diego to tell the bishop to build a chapel on
the site. Juan Diego went to the bishop with the request, but the bishop scoffed at him.
He returned with his clock, or tilma, filled with roses, and when he unfurled it before the
bishop, the woman’s image was imprinted on the inside. The bishop believed, and the
church was built. The image on Juan Diego’s tilma is venerated as that of Our Lady of
Guadalupe.

December 11 - St. Damasus I, pope (c.306-384)

As pope, Saint Damasus I commissioned his secretary, Saint Jerome, to revise the Latin
Bible in use at that time by translating the Old Testament from the Hebrew rather than
the Greek version.  e Vulgate remained the standard Latin translation until 1979. Damasus presided over the Council of Rome, at which the canon of scripture, or recognized
books in the Bible, was set. He fought to counteract Apollinarianism, an over correction
to Arianism that de-emphasized Christ’s humanity. He is also known for the verses he
composed to adorn the tombs of the martyrs in Rome.

Saints of God, pray for us!

The readings are included each week so
that those who are unable to join us for
daily Mass will be able to consider and pray
them in union with the whole Church.
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Qty

Donors Name

Total

(1 plant) 1
Poinsettia
$12
Single Poinsettia
$15
In Memory of

Donors Name

_____ x $15 = ____________
(3 plants) Poinsettia
$23Total
Qty			

__________________________________ Red & White Combination

$25

1 Double Poinsettia $25

In
Memory
Please
placeof
your order form

_____
x $25 = ____________
Large Basket
(9 plants)
Qty			
Red & White Combination
$35Total

and your check in an envelope.
__________________________________
Mail or drop it in the
Terra Cotta Pot
(4 plants)
$35
Grand
Total ____________
collection basket no later than
__________________________________
December 20.
Totals Due
Please place your order form

__________________________________
Payment must accompany order form! and your check in an envelope.
__________________________________

Mail or drop it in the collection basket
no later than December 19.
Payment must accompany order form

The Cathedral of Saint Joseph
MASS TIMES

DIRECTORY
PARISH OFFICE
1218 Eoff Street
Wheeling, WV 26003
Phone: 304-233-4121

SUNDAYS

6:00 pm (Saturday)
8:00 am
10:30 am

WEEKDAYS

12:05 pm (Monday thru Friday)
9:00 am (Saturday)

HOLY DAYS

Please consult the bulletin

CONFESSIONS
FRIDAY

11:15 - 11:45 am

SATURDAY

5:00 - 5:45 pm
or by appointment

Website: www.saintjosephcathedral.com

SACRAMENTS

STAFF
PASTOR
Most Reverend Mark E. Brennan
Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston
VICE-RECTOR
Rev. Narisetti Sateesh, H.G.N.
nsateesh@dwc.org
DEACON
Reverend Mr. Douglas Breiding
dbreiding@dwc.org
PARISH LIFE AND MINISTRIES ASSISTANT
Debora V. Fahey
dfahey@dwc.org
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC / ORGANIST
Matthew S. Berher
mberher@dwc.org
PASTORAL ASSISTANT / ASSOCIATE ORGANIST
Tyler J. Greenwood
tgreenwood@dwc.org
SACRISTAN
Martin Imbroscio
mimbroscio@dwc.org

The Mother Church of the

BAPTISMS
By appointment. Please contact the parish office.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK /
MINISTRY TO THE HOMEBOUND
Please call the parish office to arrange for anointing for someone who is seriously ill or preparing for
surgery. If ill, homebound or hospitalized, a visit can
be scheduled upon request.
MARRIAGE
Engaged couples who are members of the Cathedral
parish should contact the parish office.

PARISH REGISTRATION
Registration forms can be obtained through the
parish office.
Please notify the parish of address changes through
contacting the parish office or by visiting the website.
Bulletin Articles due by 9am on Monday (5 days
prior to publication). Submitted bulletin content
is subject to approval.

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston

