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Saint Joseph Cathedral Parish is called to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a community.
We are committed: to our urban neighborhoods, to being the Cathedral of the Diocese,
and to fellowship, formation, sacrament, and prayer.

Dear Parishioners of the Cathedral Parish,

This Week
December 6 - 13, 2020

SUN

6

Second Sunday of Advent
6:00 pm (Sat)
8:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

Mass for Antonina Purpura
Mass for the Parishioners
Mass for Charles Naegele
Vespers

MON Saint Ambrose
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TUE

8

WED

9

THU

10
FRI

11

SAT

12

SUN

13

12:05 pm

Mass for Daniel Krulcik

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
12:05 pm
6:00 pm

Mass for Wib & Rose Breiding
Mass for the Parishioners

Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
12:05 pm

Mass for James LaFlam

Our Lady of Loreto
12:05 pm

Mass for Nicholas & Nimnoom Ghaphery

Saint Damasus I, pope
11:15 am
12:05 pm

Confessions
Mass for Mary Bartolovich

Our Lady of Guadalupe
9:00 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm

Mass for Esther Blanche
Confessions
Mass for Chris Miller

Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

Mass for Bernard Carson Monnes
Mass for the Parishioners
Vespers

vvvvv

Each month the Holy Father has a specific
prayer intention. The prayer intention for
December is “For a life of prayer. That our
personal relationship with Jesus Christ be
nourished by the Word of God and a life of
prayer.”

From the Desk
of the Vice-Rector
Rev. Martin J. Smay

If I am being perfectly honest, I do not normally pay much attention
to the prayer intention of the Holy Father. I generally content myself
to pray for his intentions in general, trusting that God knows what it
is. I’m not claiming that this is perfect, but it is reality. And the fact
is, I have very many particular intentions entrusted to me by family,
friends, acquaintances, total strangers, and you, my parish family. I
tend to focus on those when I’m praying for things specifically.
But this intention of Pope Francis is worth pondering deep in our
hearts. In my very first Sunday with you as Vice-Rector of this beautiful Cathedral and community, I stated that if you remember nothing
else from my homily, I wanted you to remember that being Christian,
being Catholic is not about rules, morality, or some kind of lofty ethic.
Being Christ is about following a person, the Lord Jesus. Most or all
adults who choose to continue practicing the Catholic Faith know this
almost by instinct. But it is good to articulate it out loud (so to speak)
and remind ourselves of that. Such was the purpose of Pope Benedict
XVI’s encyclical letter Deus Caritas Est who clearly articulates this idea.
In fact, if I were to give citations, I would footnote paragraph 1 of that
encyclical in my homily and here. The whole document is worth reading but if you only have time to read the first three paragraphs, it is well
worth the time.
I was struck by this one line in the Gospel of Luke which was read at
Mass on Friday before the first Sunday of Advent: “Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will not pass away” (Luke 21:33). In my
homily that day, moving from this line, I exhorted my longanimous
listeners to take up the words of our Lord in Sacred Scripture daily
and pray with them. We eat daily. We bathe daily (I hope). We brush
our teeth daily. We care for our cars, our homes, our pets, and many
other things daily. And rightly so for these are all gifts from God which
are not so much ours as they are God’s and we are simply the custodian for a short time. Yet, if we take such diligent care of our material possessions yet neglect the most precious thing that we have, our
immortal soul, then we are acting a way which is objectively foolish.
Just as we nourish the body, so too we must nourish the soul. The
principle way of nourishing the soul is through the worthy reception of
Jesus in the Eucharist. This is closely followed by reading and meditating on Sacred Scripture, especially the words of our Lord. Our soul is
immortal and will never cease to exist and therefore it deserves food
which will likewise not pass away. The words of our Lord are not passing away; they will last forever. And not only will they last forever, but
the reading of Sacred Scripture when done in prayer brings about an
authentic contact with Him Whom we follow. His words are as valid
and relevant today to each of us in whatever place we find ourselves in
life as they were 2000 years ago to those who heard these words fall
from His lips for the first time.
As I was thinking about writing about this last Friday and Saturday, I
was all the more encouraged to do so after reading the prayer after
Communion in which we asked that God “may teach us to judge wisely
the things of earth and hold firm to the things of heaven.” Judging
wisely the things of earth, we recognize what we have as being gifts
from God and our responsibility to care for them; holding firm to the
things of heaven, we take the words of our Lord and nourish our souls
by reading them and meditating tirelessly upon them.
God love you and keep the Faith!
Fr. Martin J. Smay
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G U I D E L I N E S F O R AT T E N D I N G M A S S

During the COVID-19 Pandemic

We ask that you please review and adhere to these
guidelines while attending Mass in the Cathedral:
Wear Face Masks
The faithful are required to bring their own facemasks and
to wear them during Mass.
Keep Your Distance
Social distancing is necessary at Mass while seated in the
pew and during the Communion procession. Families living
in the same household may sit together. We are only able to
accommodate 92 people per Mass at the Cathedral. Seating
will be on a first come first seated basis.
Some common, though optional practices of the Mass, will
be omitted such as the use of hymnals, holding of hands
during the Our Father, the Sign of Peace, and the offering of
the Precious Blood of Christ to the faithful. The complete list
of guidelines are available for your review on the diocesan
website: www.dwc.org.

Please keep in mind that Bishop Brennan has given the faithful of the Diocese the dispensation from the obligation to
attend Mass. Therefore, sick persons and those more susceptible to infection – the elderly, those already in frail health –
are urged to remain at home and participate in televised or
online Masses. Anyone who fears being infected by attending
Mass should stay home.

Christmas

AT THE CATHEDRAL
Christmas Eve

Thursday, December 24
Mass: 3:00 p.m.
Choral Meditations: 5:30 p.m.
Mass: 6:00 p.m.
Choral Meditations: 11:30 p.m.
Mass at Midnight

C h r i s t m a s D ay

Friday, December 25
Mass: 10:30 a.m.

M a ry , M ot h e r o f G o d
O c tav e D ay o f C h r i s t m a s
Mass: Thursday, December 31 at 6:00 p.m.
& Friday, January 1 at 9:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent

Immaculate
Conception
OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY

T U E S DAY
DECEMBER 8
A H O LY D AY O F O B L I G AT I O N

MASS
12:05 PM
6:00 PM
Each year on December 8, the Church celebrates the Solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
solemn dogma defined by Blessed Pope Pius IX in 1854. As Our
Lady Immaculately Conceived is the patroness of the United
States of America, this is a holy day of obligation.
Through the centuries the Church has become ever more
aware that Mary, "full of grace" through God, was redeemed
from the moment of her conception. That is what the dogma
of the Immaculate Conception confesses, as Blessed Pope Pius
IX proclaimed on December 8, 1854: "The most Blessed Virgin
Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by a singular
grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits
of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, preserved immune
from all stain of original sin." (Ineffabilis Deus)

Advent Vespers

Sunday evenings during Advent at 6:00 p.m.

Vespers, also called Evening Prayer, is part of the Liturgy of the
Hours, also known as the Divine Office. In the Liturgy of the Hours,
the Church fulfills Jesus’ command to “pray always”. Through this
prayer, the people of God sanctify the day by continual praise of
God and prayers of intercession for the needs of the world. The
Second Vatican Council has exhorted the Christian laity to take
up this practice since it is the “prayer of the whole people of God.”
We encourage you to join us at the Cathedral of Saint Joseph for
Solemn Vespers each Sunday evening during Advent at 6:00 p.m.
The music is provided by the Cathedral Schola.

Offertory
Collection
November 29, 2020
Envelopes: $1596
Loose: $188
Online: $383

Thank you for
your support!

FOLLOW US ON

@wheelingcathedral
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Little is known about Saint Nicholas
(270-343), the “wonderworker,”
other than the fact that he lived
sometime during the fourth century
and was bishop of the city of Myra in
Asia Minor. There is some evidence
that he was imprisoned during the
Diocletian persecutions and later
condemned Arianism, a heresy
that denied the Son was co-eternal
with the Father. Many stories exist
about St. Nicholas, but one most
frequently passed down speaks of
a poor man who could not feed or
clothe his three daughters. Upon
hearing of this man’s dire situation,
St. Nicholas tossed three bags
of gold through his window one
evening so the man could tend to
his daughter’s needs. Saint Nicholas
is the patron of children, bankers,
pawnbrokers, sailors, perfumers,
brides, unmarried women,
travelers, fishermen, dock workers,
brewers, poets, prisoners

People knew over a year in advance
that the Pope was coming for a visit
to America and the preparations
began. Security, space limitations
and requirements, protocols, crowd
management, itineraries, invitations,
regulations, and so much more
was necessary to pull this event off
effectively. It’s not every day that we get
a visit from such a prominent dignitary.
Thought, effort, meticulous attention
to detail and vision all are necessary
to make this thing work. After all, he
can’t just show up in the ordinary
and normal daily routines of life and
catch people unprepared! Tickets
have to be purchased, buses rented,
hotel rooms reserved, and travel
arrangements made early because it
will be impossible to see him if we wait
too long!
We do this kind of preparing not
only for prominent religious figures
but for political dignitaries, notable
sports figures, people of fame, and
even actors. If an individual intrigues
us, we are going to want to do all we
have to do to get a “good seat” in the
house. Does Jesus Christ captivate this
much of our attention? We are asked
to prepare the way of the Lord and to
do so not with frantic frenzy but patient
enthusiasm. We do not have to stand
on a street corner making profound
announcements about God’s coming
or become overly zealous in our
embrace of the Good News. Our task is
quieter, more interior, captivating, and
consuming. We are asked to change.
We have to conduct our lives with holy
devotion.

Is the cost of that ticket too much for
you? Don’t you want the “best seat”
in the house? You don’t want to miss
Our Lord’s arrival when he comes, do
you? After all, if he comes while you are
going about your daily routines without
you even knowing, he may catch you
off guard. Or, he may come in disguise
looking like a beggar, a prisoner,
migrant, refugee, or someone who is
lost. Would you be ready to recognize
him then? Preparing for the coming of
Christ requires a change of mind, heart,
and behavior. It is not adequate to
simply do the things we always do. We
want our lives to speak of the exciting
news of Christ’s coming and the joy
that the Gospel brings. It has to do
with our demeanor, values, priorities,
choices, and how we structure
daily routines. Of course, it involves
sacrifice. All anticipations do! Are you
excited, captivated, enthusiastic, and
sitting on the edge of your seat eager
to celebrate his coming among us at
Christmas, and waiting for him to come
again? If not, why not?

Please remember in your prayers:
Katie Fahey (Nov 27, 2020)
Delores Perez (Nov 27, 2020)
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Gabriel Project

Blessing of Bambinelli
Sunday, December 14

The blessing of the Bambinelli has
been a tradition in Rome for many
years. On the Third Sunday of
Advent, also called Gaudete Sunday
(December 14), we are called to
rejoice as we anticipate the birth of
Jesus. The children of Rome bring
the Christ Child from their family
manger to St. Peter’s Square for
the Holy Father to bless at the time
of his Sunday Angelus. Continuing
this tradition, everyone is invited
to bring their Baby Jesus figurines
from their home Nativity scenes
to be blessed at the Cathedral of
Saint Joseph during the 10:30 a.m.
Mass on Sunday, December 14.

The Wheeling Serra Club has
launched its annual Diaper Drive
to help the Northern Panhandle
Gabriel Project. This year it’s easier
than ever to help the mothers and
their babies. Just go to https://
go.rallyup.com/b20e94 to make an
online donation. Or, if you prefer,
you can write a check to Wheeling
Serra Club and mail it to P.O. Box 4,
Wheeling, WV 26003.
The Gabriel Project provides
practical help to needy pregnant
women and to families with infants
and children two years of age and
younger to give children a healthy
and safe start in life.
Your donation will be multiplied
thanks to the generosity of Team
Sledd, which matches every diaper
donated by the Serra Club up to
5,000 diapers. Project Gabriel
helps about 150 women each
month thanks to direct and indirect
support from the Serra Club and
Team Sledd.
For more information about the
Gabriel Project, call (304) 639-5039.

R E M E M B E R I N Y O U R P R AY E R S
Andrew Helfer
Archer Hatch
Arthur Danehart
Austin Cook
Barb Mazzocca
Bertha Wurtzbacher
Beth Jochum
Betty Teater
Bill Wilson
Bob Armstrong
Bob Jones
Brogan Gallentine
Caleb Hlebiczki
Carolyn Lash
Charles Heizer
Children of the
Youth Services System
Christina Helfer
Chuck Fair
David A. Kress, Jr.
Eva Wood
Fr. Joseph Wilhelm

Frank Davis
Fred Herink
Frederick C. Schweizer
Gail Koch
George Kirchner
Geri Adams Nagy
Hines Rotriga
Janet Cupp
Janie
Jean & Chuck Schultz
Jim Antill
Jim and Dee
Jimmy Hocking
Joe Bechtel
John Petrella
Jon-Michael Lasher
Judy Pack
Julia Sheets
Kathy Cooley
Kaitlyn Hanasky
Kenneth Shores
Kermit Klosterman

Second Sunday of Advent

Liam Manning
Lucille Renowicz
Lukie Brown
Margaret Stocke
Marie & Conner
Workman
Mark Davis
Marshall South
Martha Yocum
Mary Ann Fowler
Mary K. Schlosser
Mary Walicki
Michael DeBlasis
Milissa Rose
Milly Burke
Nadine Greenwood
Norma Bosold
Patricia Kaliscz
Pete Cuffaro
Pete Mack
Philippa Shores
Rachel Wade

R. J. Stocke
Richard Simon
Rick Burgy
Ron Hickman
Rosanne Gaughan
Rosalie Davis
Rose Otey
Sarah Hanasky
Sarah Sargent
Shirley DeCaria
Sr. Mary Florence Burke
Stanley Kyrc
Stephanie Bugaj
Susan Graff
Susan Mize
Susan Schulte
Tammy
Teresa Helfer
Thelma Pearson
Trystan Timmons
Victoria Jeskey		
		

WHY DO WE DO THAT?

Catholic Life Explained:
Divorced Catholics and Communion
Question:

Can a divorced Catholic receive Holy
Communion?

Answer:

Unfortunately, too many people today
— Catholics and non-Catholics alike
— mistakenly believe that divorce
separates one from the Communion of
the Church and that divorced persons
may not receive Communion. However,
as the Church has communicated in a
number of places, the issue at hand
is not the reality of divorce, but is
more often the reality of re-marriage
outside of the Church (such as in the
case of a Catholic who was previously
married within the Church, divorced,
and remarried without receiving an
annulment).
Divorced persons are called to live
chastely as single people and to
observe the same call to avoid sin as
anyone else who desires to receive
the Eucharist. Beyond this, however,
Pope Francis has reminded us that the
healing power of the Eucharist can be
especially significant for those who
have “endured separation, divorce, or
abandonment … divorced people who
have not remarried, and often bear
witness to marital fidelity, ought to be
encouraged to find in the Eucharist
the nourishment they need to sustain
them in their present state of life.”
(Amoris Laetitia, no. 242) Moreover,
he continues, “The local community
and pastors should accompany these
people with solicitude, particularly
when children are involved or when
they are in serious financial difficulty.”
As Pope Francis has also reminded
us, the Eucharist is “not a prize for
the perfect,” but “a powerful medicine
and nourishment” (Evangelii Gaudium,
no. 47). Because we all stand in need
of healing and wholeness, the Church
invites all who seek to live their faith
in integrity and devotion to come
and receive the grace offered in the
Eucharist.
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SAINTS OF THE WEEK
December 7 - St. Ambrose, bishop and doctor of the Church (c.340-397)

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Week of December 6

SUNDAY
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14
2 Peter 2:8-14
Mark 1:1-8
MONDAY
Isaiah 35:1-10
Ps 85:9-14
Luke 5:17-26
TUESDAY
Genesis 3:9-15, 20
Ps 98:1-4
Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12
Luke 1:26-38
WEDNESDAY
Isiaah 40:25-31
Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10
Matthew 11:28-30
THURSDAY
Isaiah 41:13-20
Ps 145:1, 9-13
Matthew 11:11-15
FRIDAY
Isaiah 48:17-19
Ps 1:1-4, 6
Matthew 11:16-19
SATURDAY
Zechariah 2:14-17
(Ps) Judith 13:18, 19
Luke 1:26-38
NEXT SUNDAY
Isaiah 1:1-2, 10-11
(Ps) Lk 1:46-50, 53-54
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28
The readings are included each week so
that those who are unable to join us for
daily Mass will be able to consider and pray
them in union with the whole Church.
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Saint Ambrose was governor when he stopped the people’s riot that erupted during
the selection of a new bishop in Milan. The crowd cried, “Ambrose for bishop,” and he
was chosen, although he was just a catechumen. The Arian heresy - which denied the
full divinity of Christ - divided the Church of his time. When Empress Justina demanded
that Ambrose give his basilica to the Arians, he and his congregation locked themselves
in and sang in what was the first recorded instance of antiphonal singing. Patronage:
beekeepers; candlemakers

December 9 - Saint Juan Diego Cuautlatoatzin (1474-1548)

Saint Juan Diego Cuautlatoatzin was a native Mexican, a farmer, and a laborer. On
December 9, 1531, on his way to attend Mass, he heard a woman call out from Tepeyac
Hill. She was the Virgin Mary, and she asked Juan Diego to tell the bishop to build a chapel
on the site. Juan Diego went to the bishop with the request, but the bishop scoffed at
him. He returned with his clock, or tilma, filled with roses, and when he unfurled it before
the bishop, the woman’s image was imprinted on the inside. The bishop believed, and
the church was built. The image on Juan Diego’s tilma is venerated as that of Our Lady
of Guadalupe.

December 11 - St. Damasus I, pope (c.306-384)

As pope, Saint Damasus I commissioned his secretary, Saint Jerome, to revise the Latin
Bible in use at that time by translating the Old Testament from the Hebrew rather than the
Greek version.  e Vulgate remained the standard Latin translation until 1979. Damasus
presided over the Council of Rome, at which the canon of scripture, or recognized books in
the Bible, was set. He fought to counteract Apollinarianism, an over correction to Arianism
that de-emphasized Christ’s humanity. He is also known for the verses he composed to
adorn the tombs of the martyrs in Rome.

The Church throughout America (North, Central,
and South) celebrates on December 12 Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas. It is a feast in
the United States of America, but in many Hispanic
countries, such as Mexico, it is raised to a solemnity.
The story of the origins of the miraculous image of
Our Lady of Guadalupe is well known. Juan Diego
Cuauhtlatoatzin was a quiet, humble man, a poor
peasant. When the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to
him and asked him to tell the local bishop to build
a church in her honor, Juan Diego became a very
reluctant messenger. The bishop would not believe
him. So Mary filled Juan Diego’s tilma, or cloak,
with roses in December, and when he emptied out
these beautiful flowers at the bishop’s feet, there,
imprinted on his tilma, was a wonderful image of the
Virgin, dressed like a young Aztec woman.
Pope Francis has spoken several times on his
devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe, observing: “In Mary we find the faithful reflection not
of a poetically sweetened faith, but of a strong faith especially at a time when the sweet
enchantments of things are broken and there are contradictions in conflict everywhere.”
The Virgin Mary proclaims that her service is to God, and that his will should be done.
We too are called to serve God’s Kingdom in the teaching of Jesus Christ, Son of Mary
and Son of God.

December 6, 2020
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Donors Name

Qty

Total

(1 plant)1 Poinsettia
Single Poinsettia$12
$15
In Memory of

Donors Name

_____ x $15 = ____________
(3 plants)Qty			
Poinsettia
$23
Total

__________________________________ Red & White Combination
$25
1 Double Poinsettia
$25
In
Memory
Please
placeof
your order form

_____(9xplants)
$25 = ____________
Large Basket
Qty			
Total
Red & White Combination
$35

and your check in an envelope.
__________________________________
Mail or drop it in the
Total ____________
Terra Cotta Grand
Pot (4 plants)
$35
collection basket no later than
__________________________________
December 20.
Totals Due
Please place your order form

__________________________________
Payment must accompany order form! and your check in an envelope.
__________________________________

Mail or drop it in the collection basket
no later than December 22.
Payment must accompany order form

Second Sunday of Advent
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The Cathedral of Saint Joseph
MASS TIMES

DIRECTORY
PARISH OFFICE
1218 Eoff Street
Wheeling, WV 26003
Phone: 304-233-4121

SUNDAYS

6:00 pm (Saturday)
8:00 am
10:30 am

WEEKDAYS

12:05 pm (Monday thru Friday)
9:00 am (Saturday)

HOLY DAYS

Please consult the bulletin

CONFESSIONS
FRIDAY

11:15 - 11:45 am

SATURDAY

5:00 - 5:45 pm
or by appointment

Website: www.saintjosephcathedral.com

SACRAMENTS

STAFF
PASTOR
Most Reverend Mark E. Brennan
Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston
VICE-RECTOR
Reverend Martin J. Smay
msmay@dwc.org
DEACON
Reverend Mr. Douglas Breiding
dbreiding@dwc.org
PARISH LIFE AND MINISTRIES ASSISTANT
Debora V. Fahey
dfahey@dwc.org
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC / ORGANIST
Matthew S. Berher
mberher@dwc.org
PASTORAL ASSISTANT / ASSOCIATE ORGANIST
Tyler J. Greenwood
tgreenwood@dwc.org
SACRISTAN
Martin Imbroscio
mimbroscio@dwc.org

The Mother Church of the

BAPTISMS
By appointment. Please contact the parish office.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK /
MINISTRY TO THE HOMEBOUND
Please call the parish office to arrange for anointing for someone who is seriously ill or preparing for
surgery. If ill, homebound or hospitalized, a visit can
be scheduled upon request.
MARRIAGE
Engaged couples who are members of the Cathedral
parish should contact the parish office.

PARISH REGISTRATION
Registration forms can be obtained through the
parish office.
Please notify the parish of address changes through
contacting the parish office or by visiting the website.
Bulletin Articles due by 9am on Monday (5 days
prior to publication). Submitted bulletin content
is subject to approval.

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston

