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Saint Joseph Cathedral Parish is called to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a community.
We are committed: to our urban neighborhoods, to being the Cathedral of the Diocese,
and to fellowship, formation, sacrament, and prayer.

Dear Parishioners of the Cathedral Parish,

This Week

November 29 - December 6, 2020

SUN

29

First Sunday of Advent
6:00 pm (Sat)
8:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

Mass for the Parishioners
Mass for Ginny Felton
Mass for the Emilie Cook
Advent Parish Mission

MON Saint Andrew

30

TUE

1

WED

2

THU

3

FRI

4

12:05 pm
6:00 pm

Advent Weekday
12:05 pm
6:00 pm

5

12:05 pm

6

Mass for Joseph & Sarah Truini

Saint Francis Xavier
12:05 pm

Mass for Fred & Mildred Risovich

Saint John Damascene
First Friday
Confessions
Mass for Tom Naegele

Advent Weekday
First Saturday
9:00 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm

SUN

Mass for the Moran Family
Advent Parish Mission

Advent Weekday

11:15 am
12:05 pm

SAT

Mass for Helen Chiazza
Advent Parish Mission

Mass for Dr. Edward Thomas Nagem
Confessions
Mass for Antonina Purpura

Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

Mass for the Parishioners
Mass for Charles Naegele
Vespers

The sanctuary lamp is a fixture which is
found every Catholic church and chapel
where the Blessed Sacrament is reserved.
The Sanctuary lamp is related in many
ways to the votive candles about which I
wrote in last week’s column.

From the Desk
of the Vice-Rector
Rev. Martin J. Smay

The origins of the sanctuary lamp are found in the Old Testament
(as, in fact many of the things that Catholics do and implements
that are used were taken from the Old Testament). In the book of
Exodus, we find that the Lord gives Moses rather detailed instructions on the design of the Ark of the Covenant, the manner of offering various sacrifices, the design of the vestments of the priests, and
many other things. In Exodus chapter 27, which comes from this
section, we find that the Lord tells Moses to have the people “bring
to you pure beaten olive oil for the light, that a lamp may be set up
to burn continually. In the tent of meeting, outside the veil which is
before the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall tend it from evening
to morning” (verses 20-21). The tent of meeting was considered to
be the dwelling place of God and, as such, is a foreshadowing of the
tabernacle.
The history of the tabernacle is somewhat nebulous although it is
clear that from the early centuries the Christians would reserve the
Eucharist in some manner so that it could be taken to the sick and
imprisoned. Parenthetically, this clearly manifests the belief among
early Christians that the True Presence of our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament was something that lasted beyond the liturgy itself (a
truth which is denied by many non-Catholic Christians today). By
the time of the middle ages, something like our modern tabernacle was one of the places where the Blessed Sacrament would be
reserved although there were also cabinets in the sacristy or simply
in the wall of the sanctuary for this purpose. It was not until the
16th century that the tabernacle as we know it today came to be
the predominant place for reserving the Eucharist and in 1863 all
other manners were forbidden by the Vatican. Regardless of the
particular receptacle for the Eucharist, it came to be mandatory
that a candle be kept burning outside of it. In the current law of
the Church, it is established that a special lamp which indicates
and honors the presence of Christ is to shine continuously before a
tabernacle in which the Most Holy Eucharist is reserved.
It is good for us to note that the candle which burns by the tabernacle (suspended from the ceiling in the Cathedral) is different from
a votive candle. While a votive candle which we light represents
our desire to be before the shrine, asking for the intercession of a
Saint, the candle of the tabernacle is a visible sign of Christ’s presence to us. This presence is not some kind of vague or remote presence, but it is Christ truly Presence with the power of His divinity and
the tenderness of His humanity, all veiled under the appearance
of bread. Thus, the tabernacle light is an important reminder and
should also be a great consolation for us: Christ dwells physically
with us because He desires that we bring Him our prayers, petitions,
needs, and love.
God love you and keep the Faith!
Fr. Martin J. Smay
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G U I D E L I N E S F O R AT T E N D I N G M A S S

During the COVID-19 Pandemic

We ask that you please review and adhere to these
guidelines while attending Mass in the Cathedral:
Wear Face Masks
The faithful are required to bring their own facemasks and
to wear them during Mass.
Keep Your Distance
Social distancing is necessary at Mass while seated in the
pew and during the Communion procession. Families living
in the same household may sit together. We are only able to
accommodate 92 people per Mass at the Cathedral. Seating
will be on a first come first seated basis.
Some common, though optional practices of the Mass, will
be omitted such as the use of hymnals, holding of hands
during the Our Father, the Sign of Peace, and the offering of
the Precious Blood of Christ to the faithful. The complete list
of guidelines are available for your review on the diocesan
website: www.dwc.org.

Please keep in mind that Bishop Brennan has given the faithful of the Diocese the dispensation from the obligation to
attend Mass. Therefore, sick persons and those more susceptible to infection – the elderly, those already in frail health –
are urged to remain at home and participate in televised or
online Masses. Anyone who fears being infected by attending
Mass should stay home.

Holiday Project
Angel Tree
Catholic Charities is doing things
a bit different this year.
We are asking for $10.00 gift cards
from Walmart or Target.
They are collecting them, and then distributing
them equally among the children.
If you would like to give more,
please keep them in $10.00 increments.
In order to avoid going to the store,
you may be able to purchase the gift card online
and print it at home.
If you don't have a printer, you can put
$10.00 in an envelope and Catholic Charities
can purchase a gift card for you.
Please return the gift cards by
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
They will be delivered the next day.

Advent Parish Mission
CATHEDRAL OF SAINT JOSEPH, WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA

NOVEMBER 29, 30, & DECEMBER 1, 2020 - 6:00 P.M.

Rediscovering

Joy

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29
Solemn Vespers
Music provided by the Cathedral Schola
Talk #1:
Joyful Expectation: Waiting with Mary

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30
Talk #2:
Recognizing Our Need for a Savior
Sacrament of Reconciliation

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1
Closing Mass
Bishop Mark Brennan, Celebrant

Advent can be such a beautiful, prayerful season if we
allow ourselves the time of preparing our hearts for
the Lord. At the beginning of this Advent Season, the
Cathedral of Saint Joseph in Wheeling invites everyone
to attend an Advent Parish Mission - three evenings
of inspiring talks, prayer, music, and the opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This Advent
Parish Mission is also a very fitting time to reach out
to all those who have left the practice of the Faith as
we experience the joyful expectation and renewal
brought about by the birth of the Savior. The threenight Advent Parish Mission begins on Sunday, November 29 and runs through Tuesday, December 1 at the
Cathedral of Saint Joseph, 1300 Eoff Street in Wheeling.
Each evening begins at 6:00 p.m. All are welcome!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

First Sunday of Advent
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You are at the eye doctor and it’s time
for the peripheral vision test. You know
the one. It’s where you put your head
up to a contraption and have to click a
switch every time you see a squiggly
line. If you don’t concentrate and maintain optimal focus, you will miss them
and skew the outcome of the test. You
can easily find yourself with a diagnosis
that really isn’t accurate! Concentration and focus are key to succeeding
with this evaluation. They are also key
to developing a healthy, vibrant spiritual life. If we do not bring our full
consciousness to the task, concentrate with all our might, be watchful
and vigilant, we are not going to see
God’s loving presence flashing before
our eyes!

The Holy Father's Prayer
Intention for December
For a Life of Prayer
We pray that our personal
relationship with Jesus Christ be
nourished by the Word of God
and a life of prayer.

New to the Parish?
Are you new to the Parish? Has your
address or phone number changed?
Are you a Catholic wishing to return
to the Church? We would love to
hear from you! Contact or stop by
the Parish Offices to find out more
information on how to become a
member of the Cathedral Parish.
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That’s why we need Advent. Let’s
face it. We can easily get distracted,
focus on nonessential and superficial
things and lose touch with what really
matters. Our attentions wander. We
daydream and even become a bit overwhelmed and tired. All of the stresses
and demands of life consume us and
we find ourselves constantly trying to
play catch up rather than relishing the
moment of the now. “Now” moments
are so fleeting. They flash before us
like those squiggly lines on a screen.
Present moments go as quickly as they

come but it is important to discover
them and rest in them as often as we
can. Though gone in a flash, these now
moments of encounter with God teach
powerful lessons and offer a grounding in truth that can be found nowhere
else. It’s the grace of Advent to become
watchful and attentive because we are
never sure when God will surprise us.
These are Advent times reflective of the
now moments when Christ first was
born, when God surprises us during
every time we care to watch and when
the great surprise of Christ’s second
coming dawns upon us all. But, to
discover the grandeur and experience
the awe of these now times, we have to
be ready. We have to want to be there.
We have to believe. And, we have to
have the desire to soak in as much as
we can in the time we have before us.

Blessing of an Advent Wreath at Home

The use of the Advent wreath is a traditional practice which
has found its place in the Church as well as in the house. The
blessing of an Advent Wreath takes place on the First Sunday
of Advent. Customarily the Advent Wreath is constructed of
a circle of evergreen branches into which are inserted four
candles. According to tradition, three candles are violet and
the fourth is rose. The candles represent the four weeks of
Advent, and the number of candles lighted each week corresponds to the number of the current week of Advent. The
rose candle is lighted on the Third Sunday of Advent, also known as Gaudete Sunday.
When the blessing of the Advent Wreath is celebrated in the home, it is appropriate
that it be blessed by the parent or another member of the family.
Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ:
he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples,
he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us,
he is the Savior of every nation.
Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as we light the candles of this wreath.
May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation.
May he come quickly and not delay.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Gabriel Project

Blessing of Bambinelli
Sunday, December 14

The blessing of the Bambinelli has
been a tradition in Rome for many
years. On the Third Sunday of
Advent, also called Gaudete Sunday
(December 14), we are called to
rejoice as we anticipate the birth of
Jesus. The children of Rome bring
the Christ Child from their family
manger to St. Peter’s Square for
the Holy Father to bless at the time
of his Sunday Angelus. Continuing
this tradition, everyone is invited
to bring their Baby Jesus figurines
from their home Nativity scenes
to be blessed at the Cathedral of
Saint Joseph during the 10:30 a.m.
Mass on Sunday, December 14.

The Wheeling Serra Club has
launched its annual Diaper Drive
to help the Northern Panhandle
Gabriel Project. This year it’s easier
than ever to help the mothers and
their babies. Just go to https://
go.rallyup.com/b20e94 to make an
online donation. Or, if you prefer,
you can write a check to Wheeling
Serra Club and mail it to P.O. Box 4,
Wheeling, WV 26003.
The Gabriel Project provides
practical help to needy pregnant
women and to families with infants
and children two years of age and
younger to give children a healthy
and safe start in life.
Your donation will be multiplied
thanks to the generosity of Team
Sledd, which matches every diaper
donated by the Serra Club up to
5,000 diapers. Project Gabriel
helps about 150 women each
month thanks to direct and indirect
support from the Serra Club and
Team Sledd.
For more information about the
Gabriel Project, call (304) 639-5039.

R E M E M B E R I N Y O U R P R AY E R S
Andrew Helfer
Archer Hatch
Arthur Danehart
Austin Cook
Barb Mazzocca
Bertha Wurtzbacher
Beth Jochum
Betty Teater
Bill Wilson
Bob Armstrong
Bob Jones
Brogan Gallentine
Caleb Hlebiczki
Carolyn Lash
Charles Heizer
Children of the
Youth Services System
Christina Helfer
Chuck Fair
David A. Kress, Jr.
Eva Wood
Fr. Joseph Wilhelm

Frank Davis
Fred Herink
Frederick C. Schweizer
Gail Koch
George Kirchner
Geri Adams Nagy
Hines Rotriga
Janet Cupp
Janie
Jean & Chuck Schultz
Jim Antill
Jim and Dee
Jimmy Hocking
Joe Bechtel
John Petrella
Jon-Michael Lasher
Judy Pack
Julia Sheets
Kathy Cooley
Kaitlyn Hanasky
Kenneth Shores
Kermit Klosterman

Liam Manning
Lucille Renowicz
Lukie Brown
Margaret Stocke
Marie & Conner
Workman
Mark Davis
Marshall South
Martha Yocum
Mary Ann Fowler
Mary K. Schlosser
Mary Walicki
Michael DeBlasis
Milissa Rose
Milly Burke
Nadine Greenwood
Norma Bosold
Patricia Kaliscz
Pete Cuffaro
Pete Mack
Philippa Shores
Rachel Wade

R. J. Stocke
Richard Simon
Rick Burgy
Ron Hickman
Rosanne Gaughan
Rosalie Davis
Rose Otey
Sarah Hanasky
Sarah Sargent
Shirley DeCaria
Sr. Mary Florence Burke
Stanley Kyrc
Stephanie Bugaj
Susan Graff
Susan Mize
Susan Schulte
Tammy
Teresa Helfer
Thelma Pearson
Trystan Timmons
Victoria Jeskey		
		

WHY DO WE DO THAT?
Catholic Life Explained:
Penitential Act
Question:

When we say the Penitential Act at Mass,
why do we strike our chest three times?

Answer:

Our rituals and liturgical celebrations
are filled with a variety of symbols,
some of which also relate to our
gestures and physical postures (e.g.
kneeling, sitting, processing, making
the Sign of the Cross). The custom of
striking our breast three times during
the “I Confess” of the Penitential Act of
the Mass is one of those gestures that
is loaded with symbolism.
The tradition of Christian’s striking the
breast (above the heart) is rooted in
the image of Sacred Scripture, especially texts like Psalm 51 which speak
of a “humbled contrite heart” or how
God heals broken hearts, binding up
our wounds (see Psalm 147:3). Early
Christian writers like Saint Augustine
of Hippo and Saint Jerome also refer to
this custom in their writings.
Ultimately, this practice is an expression of our sorrow for those times when
we have been guilty of faults and a sign
that we are willing to take responsibility for our sins and failings. That we all
perform this gesture together is also an
act of solidarity, recognizing that none
of us, regardless of where we are on
our journey of faith, is without fault and
the need for grace and forgiveness.

FOLLOW US ON

@wheelingcathedral

First Sunday of Advent
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SAINTS OF THE WEEK
November 30 - St. Andrew, apostle (1st century)

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Week of November 29

SUNDAY
First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 63:16-17, 19; 64:2-7
Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:33-37
MONDAY
Romans 10:9-18
Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11
Matthew 4:18-22
TUESDAY
Isaiah 11:1-10
Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
Luke 10:21-24
WEDNESDAY
Isaiah 25:6-10
Ps 23:1-3, 3-4, 5-6
Matthew 15:29-37
THURSDAY
Isaiah 26:1-6
Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27
Matthew 7:21, 24-27
FRIDAY
Isaiah 29:17-24
Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14
Matthew 9:27-31
SATURDAY
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26
Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6
Matthew 9:35—10:1, 5, 6-8
NEXT SUNDAY
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14
2 Peter 2:8-14
Mark 1:1-8
The readings are included each week so
that those who are unable to join us for
daily Mass will be able to consider and pray
them in union with the whole Church.
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Saint Andrew was the first of the Twelve Apostles to meet Jesus. He was one of the two
disciples of John the Baptist who saw John point out Jesus and say, “Behold, the Lamb
of God” (John 1:36). According to the New Testament, Andrew was born in the village
of Bethsaida on the Sea of Galilee during the early first century. Much like his younger
brother, Simon Peter, Andrew was also a fisherman. Andrew’s very name means strong
and he was known for having good social skills. Little else is said about Andrew in the
Gospels, but it is believed Andrew was one of the closer disciples to Jesus. It was he who
told Jesus about the boy with the loaves and fishes, according to John 6:8. When Philip
wanted to speak to Jesus about Greeks seeking him, he spoke to Andrew first. Andrew
was also present at the last supper. Per Christian tradition, Andrew went on to preach
the Good News around the shores of the Black Sea and throughout what is now Greece
and Turkey. Andrew was martyred by crucifixion in Patras. He was bound, rather than
nailed, to a cross, as is described in the Acts of Andrew. He was crucified on a cross
form known as “crux decussata,” which is an X-shaped cross or a “saltire.” Today this
is commonly referred to as “St. Andrew’s Cross.” It is believed Andrew requested to be
crucified this way, because he deemed himself “unworthy to be crucified on the same
type of cross as Jesus.” From the cross, it is said that Andrew preached for two days.
Patronage: fishing industry; fisherman; mariners

December 3 - St. Francis Xavier, priest (1506-1552)
Saint Francis Xavier, a native Spaniard, was one of the founding members of the Society
of Jesus (the Jesuits). Francis Xavier felt called to be a “spiritual soldier” through missionary endeavors to Christianize foreign lands and convert the hearts of unbelievers. One of
the many honors Francis received in his life was his appointment by the pope as apostolic
nuncio (an ambassador of the Church) to the East. He traveled to many places, including India, the Philippines, and Japan. In his travels, Francis tended to the needs of the
sick and infirm, revitalized the liturgical and sacramental life of already existing Christian
populations, and drew people to faith in Jesus Christ. Patronage: Apostleship of Prayer;
foreign missions
December 4 - St. John Damascene, priest,doctor of the Church (c.657-749)

December 4 - Saint John Damascene (c.657-749 ) was a Syrian monk and priest, the “last of
the Fathers of the Church.” Islam had taken root in Syria, and John worked for the caliph
for a time but left to enter the monastery of St. Sabbas near Jerusalem. He is best known
for his defense of the veneration of sacred images and his summary of the teachings of
the Greek Fathers, The Fountain of Wisdom.

From the Diocesan Office of Safe Environment

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people.
The Diocese complies with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may
confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services
by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s
designees at 888.434.6237 (toll free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor,
ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please
go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the
“Offices” menu. To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and Action,” click
“Child and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.
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Donors Name

Qty

Total

(1 plant)1 Poinsettia
Single Poinsettia$12
$15
In Memory of

Donors Name

_____ x $15 = ____________
(3 plants)Qty			
Poinsettia
$23
Total

__________________________________ Red & White Combination
$25
1 Double Poinsettia
$25
In
Memory
Please
placeof
your order form

_____(9xplants)
$25 = ____________
Large Basket
Qty			
Total
Red & White Combination
$35

and your check in an envelope.
__________________________________
Mail or drop it in the
Total ____________
Terra Cotta Grand
Pot (4 plants)
$35
collection basket no later than
__________________________________
December 20.
Totals Due
Please place your order form

__________________________________
Payment must accompany order form! and your check in an envelope.
__________________________________

Mail or drop it in the collection basket
no later than December 22.
Payment must accompany order form

First Sunday of Advent
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The Cathedral of Saint Joseph
MASS TIMES

DIRECTORY
PARISH OFFICE
1218 Eoff Street
Wheeling, WV 26003
Phone: 304-233-4121

SUNDAYS

6:00 pm (Saturday)
8:00 am
10:30 am

WEEKDAYS

12:05 pm (Monday thru Friday)
9:00 am (Saturday)

HOLY DAYS

Please consult the bulletin

CONFESSIONS
FRIDAY

11:15 - 11:45 am

SATURDAY

5:00 - 5:45 pm
or by appointment

Website: www.saintjosephcathedral.com

SACRAMENTS

STAFF
PASTOR
Most Reverend Mark E. Brennan
Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston
VICE-RECTOR
Reverend Martin J. Smay
msmay@dwc.org
DEACON
Reverend Mr. Douglas Breiding
dbreiding@dwc.org
PARISH LIFE AND MINISTRIES ASSISTANT
Debora V. Fahey
dfahey@dwc.org
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC / ORGANIST
Matthew S. Berher
mberher@dwc.org
PASTORAL ASSISTANT / ASSOCIATE ORGANIST
Tyler J. Greenwood
tgreenwood@dwc.org
SACRISTAN
Martin Imbroscio
mimbroscio@dwc.org

The Mother Church of the

BAPTISMS
By appointment. Please contact the parish office.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK /
MINISTRY TO THE HOMEBOUND
Please call the parish office to arrange for anointing for someone who is seriously ill or preparing for
surgery. If ill, homebound or hospitalized, a visit can
be scheduled upon request.
MARRIAGE
Engaged couples who are members of the Cathedral
parish should contact the parish office.

PARISH REGISTRATION
Registration forms can be obtained through the
parish office.
Please notify the parish of address changes through
contacting the parish office or by visiting the website.
Bulletin Articles due by 9am on Monday (5 days
prior to publication). Submitted bulletin content
is subject to approval.

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston

