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Dear Friends,

We rejoice with you in your engagement to one another, and we will walk with you as
you approach one of the most important days in your life, the beginning of the sacred
covenant of Christian marriage.

In asking to be married in the Catholic Church, you are publicly proclaiming your faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ and asking to live as disciples of Christ in the Sacrament of
Marriage. The sacred liturgy of your wedding, which begins your married life by the
solemn exchange of marital consent, is above all else an act of worship, and we will
help you prepare both for that happy day and for the lifetime of marriage that follows
your nuptial liturgy.

We understand that you are concerned to have every detail of your wedding
carefully planned and well executed, and we will work with you to ensure that the
sacred liturgy is a beautiful and memorable event for you and your families and friends.
We ask you to remember that your wedding, although an intensely personal moment
for you, is not a private event; rather, it is a public celebration of one of the seven
Sacraments given to the Church by the Lord Jesus. For this reason, we must take care
to ensure that the sacred liturgy is celebrated according to the mind of the Church and
in conformity with liturgical law and local custom.

Our marriage guidelines are intended to offer an overview and to clarify any questions
you might have concerning the Sacrament of Marriage and how it is celebrated at the
Cathedral of St. Joseph. Please take the time to review this policy and its guidelines.
After you have reviewed it, please return the

Finally, please be assured of our prayers that God's abundant blessings will be with
you as you prepare for this most holy Sacrament of Marriage and your future lives
together.

Faithfully in Christ,
The Clergy & Staff of the Cathedral of St. Joseph

1218 Eoff Street, Wheeling, WV 26003
304.233.4121

www.saintjosephcathedral.com



CONFIRMING THE CATHEDRAL
FOR YOUR WEDDING

STEP 1 Contact the Cathedral to Schedule Initial Meeting

The first step is to call the Cathedral Parish Office at 304-233-4121 and set up a meeting with the
Rector to discuss marriage preparation and the possibility of scheduling your wedding ceremony
at the Cathedral.

The Rector of the Cathedral of St. Joseph is responsible for every sacramental celebration that takes
place in this parish. Even if the Rector is not celebrating your wedding ceremony, it is necessary to meet
with him initially. He and he alone may delegate this to other Catholic priests or deacons who hold the
necessary faculties.

Couples are expected to contact us at least six (6) months in advance of the date on which they hope
to celebrate their wedding. The purpose of this period is to actively involve the couple in the process
through which they can judge not only their own readiness to marry, but also their ability to communi-
cate on vital issues. Only the clergy of the Cathedral may book the date for the celebration of a wedding.
Dates will be booked only after there has been a sufficient opportunity to meet with the couple, to take
care of the necessary paperwork and to arrange for their participation in a marriage preparation pro-
gram. It is the responsibility of the engaged couple to secure the date with the Cathedral before making
commitments with caterers, reception halls, etc.

Since the Cathedral is a functioning parish with its own regular schedule, it is important to remember
that: Saturday weddings have to be scheduled between 12 Noon and 2:00 p.m. The ceremony
and all post-wedding photography in the building must be completed by 4:00 p.m.

A rehearsal may be scheduled on the Friday evening before the wedding between 4:00 p.m. and
6:00 p.m.

Weddings are not celebrated on Holy Days of Obligation, Easter weekend, All Souls Day (November 2),
Thanksgiving weekend, the weekend after Christmas, or any federal holiday. Without special permission,
we do not typically schedule weddings during Advent and Lent, due to the penitential nature of those
seasons.

The couple must then complete the Marriage Application included in these guidelines on page (9) and
bring to your initial meeting with the priest.

Please note: Your wedding date is not secure until the application and deposit have been received
by the Cathedral.



STEP 2 Stipends and Fees

To cover the costs of utilities and maintenance staff of the Cathedral, there is a fee involved. Wedding
stipends listed below are suggested as the minimum offering required, and is not intended to limit your
generosity.

For parishioners who have been registered and actively supporting the parish a minimum of six months
or if parents of the bride or groom are active parishioners of the parish, a deposit of $150 is required
with the signed contract, with a remaining $150 due one month before the wedding date. This is a total
of $300.

For parishioners who have been registered for less than 6 months at the time the wedding date is
booked or for non-parishioners, a deposit of $250 is required with the signed contract, with a remaining
$250 due one month before the wedding date. This is a total of $500.

The deposit is non-refundable.

It is suggested that you consider a stipend or gift to the priest or deacon officiating your wedding. It can
be presented to him at any time but is customarily done at the wedding rehearsal. This would also be an
appropriate time to pay the organist, musicians and other people you are compensating for their time if
they are present at the rehearsal.

STEP 3 Gather Documents

All baptized persons preparing for marriage must present a recent copy (issued within the past
six months) of their baptismal certificate. To obtain a recent copy of your baptismal certificate, simply
call the church where you were baptized and ask to have a copy sent to you or directly to the Cathedral
of St. Joseph at 1218 Eoff Street, Wheeling, WV 26003.

Catholics seeking marriage in the Church should have already received the Sacraments of Initiation (Bap-
tism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist). If this is not the case, the priest can help you in planning to have
these Sacraments conferred.

If the couple preparing for marriage lives outside of the parish or for those outside of the diocese, the
couple should complete their paperwork in the parish or diocese of their current residence. Catholics
who are not registered at the Cathedral of St. Joseph must receive written permission and appropriate
marriage preparation from their pastor in order to be married at our church.

A marriage license from the state of West Virginia must be obtained in order to be married at the
Cathedral of St. Joseph. The courthouse for Ohio County is in downtown Wheeling at 1500 Chapline
Street, Wheeling, WV 26003, but current law allows for any West Virginia County Courthouse to receive
your application for a marriage license. This document needs to be presented to the officiating priest at
least two weeks prior to the wedding date. Once you obtain the license from the courthouse it is only valid
for 60 days. Therefore, do not pick up your marriage license too early. Bring your license with you again
to the rehearsal. The priest is unable to legally officiate a wedding without an original marriage
license.
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STEP 4 Marriage Preparation

In addition to meeting with a parish priest to complete the necessary paperwork, all couples
preparing for marriage must participate in some form of Catholic marriage preparation program.
In such a program, couples will engage in reflections on topics of value to married life such as commu-
nication, problem solving, finances, children and continuing to live your Catholic faith. The preparation
program must be facilitated or at least approved by the officiating priest. Proof of participation in a
marriage preparation program needs to be provided to the parish office for your marriage file.

In addition to the guidelines put in place by their pastor, the Diocese of Wheeling -Charleston provides a
program called “Preparing for Christian Marriage Weekend for Engaged Couples.” This retreat program
is led by a team of married couples and is limited to 15 engaged couples. Information along with dates
and locations can be found by accessing the diocesan website at www.dwc.org.

Married life has a special place in God'’s plan. Like everything good, it requires sacrifice, but these sacri-
fices are small compared to the rewards. While it may be socially acceptable for persons to live together
prior to their wedding day, it is contrary to Gospel values and your Catholic beliefs. Furthermore, it can
bring scandal to those involved in your relationships such as parents, siblings, and friends. Your engage-
ment is meant to be a time of grace and growth in preparing for your marriage. If you are cohabitating
during this personal time of grace and growth, we urge you to separate until you are married and to
seek Reconciliation with the Church. Living separately and chastely during your remaining months of
engagement will reveal and teach you many things about your intended spouse. It will help you to grow
in the virtues of generous love, sacrificial giving, self-restraint, and effective communication-virtues that
are necessary for a healthy and lasting marriage.

“In virtue of the sacrament of Matrimony,
by which they signify and share the
mystery of the unity and faithful love
between Christ and the Church,
Christian married couples help one another
to attain holiness in their married life
and in the rearing of their children.”

Lumen Gentium, #11



STEP 5 Planning Your Ceremony

Your wedding celebration must follow the directives of the Catholic Church; however, you will have some
options within those directives from which you can personalize your wedding celebration. The priest or
deacon delegated by the Rector to plan the liturgy will lead the couple in selecting from the many options
within the Ritual for Marriage that expresses their own prayerful and faith commitment. The couple can
select the readings and offer suggestions concerning the prayers, blessings, and music specific to the rite.

In approaching the planning sessions, please be mindful of the following:

The Liturgy - If both bride and groom are practicing Catholics, you are encouraged to celebrate your
wedding within Mass. If either the bride or the groom is baptized but not Catholic, it may be more
appropriate to celebrate the wedding ceremony within a service of Scripture readings and prayers which
would enable all of your guests to fully participate.

The Music - A church wedding is a very personal, yet also public event, as well as a Sacrament of the
Church. As such, the religious nature of the ceremony must be carefully preserved. However meaningful
some music may be to the couple personally, the principle that governs its usefulness in the churchis its
sacredness. Music for weddings at the Cathedral must be well-constructed and appropriate for Catholic
worship, as well as suitable for the intent and action of the wedding ceremony. Popular and secular mu-
sic such as Broadway and film music, top 40 songs, or folk songs are not appropriate liturgical music for
use in the church during a wedding ceremony.

Please see page 8 for a list of acceptable music options for your wedding liturgy.

The Cathedral’'s Director of Music must approve all music selections and will provide guidance and
assistance to couples in their musical selections. This approval assures us that the Church's directives
on appropriate music are met and copyrights observed, as well as providing music selections that will
encourage participation by the assembly.

Use of the Cathedral's musicians (organist and cantor) is encouraged. Musician fees are settled privately
with the selected musicians. If a Cathedral organist and cantor is not selected, we are happy to work
with other musicians and song leaders; however, the Director of Music must approve them and work in
collaboration with them.

Please contact Mr. Matthew Berher, Director of Music, by e-mailing mberher@dwc.org or by calling
304-233-4121 as soon as possible to discuss the music for your wedding liturgy.

Altar Servers and Readers - At least one altar server and one reader is required. Friends and family
members who are formally trained and who presently serve their parish as altar servers and readers are
welcome to serve at your wedding ceremony. If you would like the Cathedral to supply an altar server
and/or reader, please notify the Rector or the parish office.



- General Guidelines

DECORATIONS
Flowers and other decorations for the wedding are to be selected and purchased by the marrying couple
or family. Proper care for worship and decorum within the church must be maintained. No standing
candelabras are permitted. Fresh flowers are traditionally favored for use in the church, however, we
know this is not always practical, so artificial flowers with a realistic look are permitted. When placing
floral arrangements or other decorations, please keep in mind that the primary focus at all Catholic
liturgical celebrations is the Altar and that nothing can be directly in front of or distracting from the Altar.

Please note the following guidelines:

* The use of a “unity candle” however popular it may be, is not part of the liturgy of the Catholic
Church and is not permitted for use at the Cathedral. The unity of the married couple comes
by way of the vows and rings exchanged and the celebrating of the Eucharist if during Mass.

* No tape or abrasive materials may be used on the pews. Pipe cleaners, elastic, or strings
are acceptable.

* The use of rice or birdseed is not permitted inside or outside the church.

* The use of aisle runners of any kind is not permitted.

* No glitter or material that will be difficult to clean the floors can be used.

* Any flowers already in the church for the season can be temporarily removed by the parish staff
if desired by the couple and mentioned a week prior to the wedding.

* Liturgical furnishings cannot be rearranged.

FLOWERS TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
Presenting flowers to the Blessed Mother is a practice meant to express a personal devotion to her and
is not a part of the rite of marriage. This is an act which should be a sign of something real. Therefore,
if you have a strong devotion to Mary, you may wish to incorporate this devotion as a part of your
wedding ceremony. If you do not choose this option, you may decide to show your respect for Mary by
including a bouquet for the Blessed Mother’s shrine when choosing decoration for the rest of the
church. However, this too is optional.



- General Guidelines

PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEOGRAPHY
Documenting your wedding ceremony in picture and video is a monumental undertaking, however it is
important that the process not distract members of the assembly away from the act of worship.
Those taking pictures or videos are asked to remember that the wedding ceremony is first and
foremost prayer and worship. Those taking photos or videos are to limit their movement and to be
particularly careful to avoid being disruptive or distracting to the celebrant or congregation.

Other basic guidelines to follow:

* Photographers and videographers are never allowed to enter the sanctuary (raised tiled floor
area around the altar).

* Flashes and camera lights are not to be used during the ceremony.

* Videographers are requested to remain stationary during the ceremony.

* All photographs must be complete by 4:00 p.m. to allow ample time for scheduled Confessions
and Mass.

MISCELLANEOUS

* No bottled water, gum, food, or drink of any type is allowed in the Cathedral or on its grounds.

* The serving or consumption of alcohol is not permitted in the Cathedral or on its grounds.
Should this policy be violated, the individual involved will be asked to leave immediately.

If any member of the wedding party is found to be drinking alcohol, the Cathedral reserves the
right to immediately cancel the wedding, with no refund of the wedding stipend provided.
No exceptions will be made.

* Appropriate dress for rehearsal and wedding is required.

* There is no facility in the Cathedral available as a dressing area.

* The clergy and staff of the Cathedral of St. Joseph assumes the responsibility for maintaining
the sacred nature of the church, directing the entrance procession, and ensuring that the
ceremony begins on time. Wedding parties who do not respect the space or are not prepared
to begin on time run the risk of having their wedding cancelled, with no refund of the
wedding stipend provided.



- Wedding Music

PRELUDE MUSIC
Prelude music typically starts 15-20 minutes prior to the nuptial mass or ceremony. Selections are at the discretion of the
musicians, however particular requests will be considered.

PROCESSIONAL MUSIC
The wedding procession is a liturgical action described in the Rite of Marriage, emphasizing the couple’s role as minis-
ters of the sacrament and their complementary nature. The order of the procession, planned with the presiding priest
or deacon, should honor both families and be accompanied by music that reflects the joyous dignity of the occasion.
While many appropriate selections were originally composed for royal, state, or religious ceremonies, the so-called
“traditional wedding marches” by Wagner and Mendelssohn are not used in Catholic weddings. Wagner's Bridal Chorus
and Mendelssohn’'s Wedding March were written for theatrical and comedic contexts, making them unsuitable for the
Sacred Liturgy. Separate selections are often chosen for each of the following groups: Mothers, Bridal Party, Bride.

Air on the G String - J.S. Bach

Canonin D - . Pachelbel

Jesu, Joy of Man'’s Desiring - J.S. Bach

Prélude (from Te Deum) - Marc-Antoine Charpentier

The Prince of Denmark’s March - Jeremiah Clarke

Trumpet Tune in D - David Johnson

Trumpet Voluntary - John Stanley

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS (at Masses)
An instrumental or vocal selection or a congregational hymn may accompany this part of the Mass:
A Nuptial Blessing - Richard Proulx
Be Thou My Vision - Irish Melody
Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life - Ralph Vaughan Williams
O Father All-Creating - Samuel Wesley
Panis Angelicus - César Franck

The Gift of Love - American Traditional

COMMUNION (at Masses)
Congregational singing is appropriate here because it gives expression to our unity in the Body of Christ.
As the Bread of Life Is Broken - James Chepponis
Ave Verum - Gregorian Chant
Gift of Finest Wheat - Robert Kreutz
God Is Love - Richard Proulx
Ubi Caritas - Bob Hurd

PRESENTATION OF FLOWERS TO OUR LADY (optional)
As an optional devotion, the couple may present flowers at Our Lady’s Altar, seeking her intercession for their marriage.
Ave Maria - Bach/Gounod

Ave Maria - Franz Schubert Please contact
Litany of Mary - Tony Alonso Mr. Matthew Berher,
RECESSIONAL MUSIC Director of Music,

by e-mailing

The recessional accompanies the procession of the wedding party out of the church.
mberher@dwc.org or

Rondeau - Jean Joseph Mouret

Hornpipe from Water Music - G.F. Handel by calling 304-233-4121
Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah - G.F. Handel as soon your wedding
Ode to Joy from Symphony No. 9 - Beethoven date is booked to

The Rejoicing form Music for the Royal Fireworks - G.F. Handel discuss the music for

your wedding liturgy.



Checklist for Planning Your Catholic Wedding

Contact the Cathedral

Meet with Priest

Reserve a Date on the Cathedral Calendar
Worship together

Register for Marriage Preparation

Contact church of your baptism to secure baptism certificate dated
within six months of the proposed marriage

Invite any liturgical ministers

Complete Marriage Preparation

Meet with your priest/deacon again (number of meetings will vary)
Select Scripture readings and other prayers for your wedding
Investigate Natural Family Planning Methods

Make arrangements with church musician(s)

Secure marriage license from city or county where the marriage
is to take place.

Schedule rehearsal with the church

OO0 oogdgod goobgogd

Make time for personal prayer and reflection throughout this preparation
time. The Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist are valuable
sources of grace and healing.

Wedding Rehearsal

Go to church and marry your beloved

OO O

Celebrate!




=Cathedral of St.Joseph
Application for Marriage

Ceremony: Preparing Priest or Deacon:

Church Name:

Requested Date:
Address:

Requested Time: Telephone Number:

Name of Officiant (if known):

Will Marriage be Celebrating Within Mass?  ____ Yes

No

Bride:

Address:

Telephone: E-mail:

Date of Birth: Religion:

Church of Baptism:

Occupation:

Father's Name: Mother's Name:

Have you been married before?

How long have you known your fiance?

Why do you wish to be married in the Catholic Church?

Groom:

Address:

Telephone: E-mail:

Date of Birth: Religion:

Church of Baptism:

Occupation:

Father's Name: Mother's Name:

Have you been married before?

How long have you known your fiance?

Why do you wish to be married in the Catholic Church?
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