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Saint Joseph Cathedral Parish is called to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a community.
We are committed: to our urban neighborhoods, to being the Cathedral of the Diocese,

and to fellowship, formation, sacrament, and prayer.

Monday - Friday: 8:30am to 4:30pm

Bulletin articles are due by 12 Noon on 
Monday (5 days prior to publication). 
Submitted bulletin content is subject 
to approval.

Registration forms can be obtained 
at www.saintjosephcathedral.com 
or through the parish office.

Please notify the parish of address 
changes.

From the Diocesan Office of Safe Environment
To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact  
WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the  
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880. Please visit www.dwc.org 
under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

STAFF OFFICE HOURS

REGISTRATION



SACRAMENTS
Confession
Friday: 11:15 am to 11:45 am
Saturday: 5:00 pm to 5:45 pm

Baptism
Please contact the Parish Office to arrange for a meeting 
with the priest as well as the necessary preparation.

Marriage
Engaged couples should contact the Parish Office at least six 
months in advance to make an appointment with the priest.

Holy Orders
If you believe you are being called by God to serve the 
Church as a priest, deacon, or religious brother or sister, 
please contact Fr. Brian Crenwelge, the Diocesan Director 
of Vocations at bcrenwelge@dwc.org or (304) 337-9837.

Pastoral Care of the Sick
Priests and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are 
available to bring Holy Communion to parishioners confined 
to home. Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements. 
Those who are seriously ill or who are preparing for surgery 
should request a priest for Anointing of the Sick.

STAY CONNECTED

Visit the Sacraments page at www.saintjosephcathedral.com for more information.

www.saintjosephcathedral.com

@wheelingcathedral

@wheelingcathedral

cathedralofstjoseph1.flocknote.com

LIVE STREAMED MASSES
Our Sunday Masses are live-streamed and archived for later viewing at www.dwc.org/mass. 

While this is a valuable resource for those unable to attend in person due to health or other serious reasons, 
please remember that live-streamed Masses are not a substitute for the in-person celebration. 

The Mother Church of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
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Masses &
Schedule

 December 15 - 22, 2024 

Dear Friends in Christ Jesus,

Today, we celebrate Gaudete Sunday, a day of joyful anticipation in 
the middle of the Advent season. The name Gaudete comes from the 
Latin word meaning “rejoice,” and it reminds us that the coming of 
the Lord is very near. This joy is reflected in the rose-colored vest-
ments and the lighting of the rose candle on the Advent wreath.
 
In the Responsorial Psalm, we proclaim: “Cry out with joy and glad-
ness: for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.” As Christians, 
we recognize this prophecy of Isaiah fulfilled in Jesus Christ. But 
even more profoundly, as Catholics, we experience its reality in the 
Eucharist. At every Mass, Christ, the "great and Holy One of Israel," 
is truly among us—body, blood, soul, and divinity. This presence is 
the deepest reason for our joy, for in the Eucharist, God comes to 
dwell not only near us but within us.
 
Gaudete Sunday invites us to reflect on this wondrous gift. The joy 
we are called to share is not fleeting or based on worldly circum-
stances. It is rooted in the abiding presence of Christ among His 
people. As we prepare to welcome Christ anew at Christmas, let us 
draw near to Him in the Eucharist, where our faith is strengthened, 
our hearts are consoled, and our joy is renewed.
 
May this Sunday of rejoicing inspire us to approach the altar with 
gratitude and awe, and may we share this joy with those who long 
to know the love of God.

With prayers and blessings,

Father Pen

RECTOR'S REFLECTIONS

SUN
15

Third Sunday of Advent
6:00 pm (Sat)
8:00 am
9:00 am
10:30 am 
6:00 pm

Mass for the Parishioners
Mass for + Madeline Belby
Confirmation Class (Parish Offices) 
Mass for + Nepomuceno Dario
Vespers

MON
16

Advent Weekday

12:05 pm
5:00 pm

Mass for + Bartholomew & Rose Purpura
Pastoral Council (Rectory)

TUE
17

Advent Weekday
The O" Antiphons Begin

12:05 pm Mass for + Evelyn Ghaphery

WED
18

Advent Weekday
12:05 pm
6:00 pm

Mass for + Dorothy Fillipovich
Christmas Caroling 
       (Good Shepherd Nursing Home)

THU
19 Advent Weekday

12:05 pm
7:30 pm

Mass for + Clara Scheibelhood
Young Adults Bible Study (Parish Offices)

FRI
20

Advent Weekday
12:05 pm Mass for + Mary Lou Guckert

SAT
21

Advent Weekday

11:00 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm

Diaconate Ordination
Confessions
Mass for + John Petrella

SUN
22

Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am  
12:00 pm
6:00 pm

Mass for the Parishioners
Confirmation Class (Parish Offices) 
Mass for + Michael Pacewicz
Christmas Decorating
Vespers

Blessing 
of the 
Bambinelli
December 21 & 22
During Mass

Everyone is invited to bring the Baby Jesus from 
their home Nativity scene to be blessed during the
Weekend Masses on the Fourth Sunday of Advent.

Friday, December 20: Due to the Diaconate Ordina-
tion rehearsal, there will be no morning confessions. 

Saturday, December 21: In place of the regular 
9:00 a.m. Mass, the Cathedral will host the Diacon-
ate Ordination at 11:00 a.m. All are invited.
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December 8, 2024
Envelopes: $2412  •  Loose: $1298  •  Online: $1917

Total: $5,627
Attendance: 229

Retirement Fund for Religious: $1287
Immaculate Conception: $942

Thank you for your support!

Supporting Our Parish
Your Gift Makes a Difference
We are very grateful to those who are able to support 
the Cathedral of St. Joseph Parish. Your support allows 
us to continue our mission and provide vital ministries.  
Here are some simple ways to give:

Online: OSV Online Giving is a fast, secure,
simple way to make your contributions.
Visit www.saintjosephcathedral.com/giving

By Mail: Mail to Cathedral of St. Joseph
1218 Eoff Street, Wheeling, WV 26003

In Person: At Mass during the collection 
or dropped off at the parish offices.

COLLECTION & ATTENDANCE

December 18 - Christmas Caroling, 6:00pm
December 21 - Diaconate Ordination, 11:00am
December 22 - Decorating the Church for Christmas
December 23 - Money Counter Ministry Training, 9:00am
December 24 - Christmas Eve Mass, 6:00pm
December 25 - Christmas Midnight Mass
December 25 - Christmas Day Mass, 10:30am
December 28/29 - Blessing of Families, All Weekend Masses
December 29 - Opening Mass for Jubilee Year, 10:30am
January 1 - Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
January 4 - Epiphany Party, 7:00pm, St. Alphonsus Hall
January 5 - Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
January 12 - Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Advent
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Sunday, December 15
Masses: 6:00PM (Saturday), 8:00AM, 10:30AM

Vespers: 6:00 PM

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, December 22

Masses: 6:00PM (Saturday), 8:00AM, 10:30AM
Blessing of Bambinelli during Masses
Decorating for Christmas: 12 NOON

Vespers: 6:00 PM

ADVENT CONFESSIONS
Penance Service: Monday, December 23 at 6:00 p.m.

•  UPCOMING EVENTS •

Thank you!
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who contrib-
uted to last weekend's second collection for the Retirement 
Fund for Religious. Your generosity helps provide for the 
needs of elderly sisters, brothers, and priests who have dedi-
cated their lives to serving the Church.

Diaconate Ordination
Bishop Brennan will ordain Mr. J. Travis Moger to the transi-
tional diaconate at our Cathedral on Saturday, December 21, 
at 11:00 a.m. We encourage everyone to join us for the Ordi-
nation Mass and to keep Travis in your prayers as he takes 
this important step in his vocation.

Epiphany Party

Saturday, January 4   |   7:00 p.m.
St. Alphonsus Columbia Hall

Parishioners of the Cathedral and St. Alphonsus
are warmly invited to a festive catered dinner,

followed by plenty of good cheer to bring 
a sparkling finish to the Christmas season!

Reservations are required and limited.
Please RSVP by December 27.

Drop a note in the collection basket,
or call or email the parish office.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
Week of December 15

THIS SUNDAY
Zephaniah 3:14-18
Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:10-18

MONDAY
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17
Ps 25:4-5, 6, 7, 8-9
Matthew 21:23-27

TUESDAY
Genesis 49:2, 8-10
Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 17
Matthew 1:1-17

WEDNESDAY
Jeremiah 23:5-8
Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19
Matthew 1:18-25

THURSDAY
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25
Ps 71:3-4, 5-6, 16-17
Luke 1:5-25

FRIDAY
Isaiah 7:10-14
Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6
Luke 1:26-38

SATURDAY
Song of Songs 2:8-14
  or Zephaniah 3:14-18
Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21
Luke 1:39-45

NEXT SUNDAY
Micah 5:1-4
Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45

The readings are included each week so 
that those who are unable to join us for 
daily Mass will be able to consider and pray 

Children's Liturgy of the Word
Each Sunday during the 10:30 a.m. Mass
This ministry offers children an age-appropriate reflection on scripture 
during the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass. After the opening prayer, they 
gather in the upper sanctuary for activities and return at the offertory. 

"Hearts on Fire" —  Our New Adult Faith 
Formation Program!
Begins this January!
We’re excited to launch "Hearts on Fire," our new Adult Faith Forma-
tion program designed to deepen your faith and inspire your spiri-
tual journey. Led by Ms. Shirley Carter, a familiar face around the  
Cathedral, this program will explore key aspects of our Catholic faith, 

offering an engaging opportunity for growth and fellowship.

Shirley is currently the Interim Director of the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis 
for the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston and the Director of Hilltop Campus Ministry 
at West Liberty University and Bethany College. With years of experience in youth 
ministry, spiritual formation, and campus ministry, Shirley is passionate about help-
ing people of all ages grow in their faith.

Hearts on Fire will begin this January. Stay tuned for more details and plan to join us 
as we ignite our hearts with a deeper love for Christ and His Church!

FAITH FORMATION

Scholarship Applications
A second round of scholarship applications are now available for new applicants 
attending a 2 or 4 year college or Wheeling Central Catholic High School. Please see 
the forms in the back of the church for more information. The deadline to submit 
applications has been extended to January 12.
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Saturday
6:00 pm

Sunday
8:00 am

Sunday
10:30 am

Lee B.
Deirdre B.

Paul R.
Debbie R.

Sarah C.
Linda F.

Martin I.

Julia S.

The Brown Family
Martin I.

Christina B.
Isabella B.

Br. John B.
Charla F.

Paul R.
Judy R.

Tamora M.
Philippa S.

Diane F.
Cathy L.

December 21/22 Liturgical Ministers Schedule
Greeter Altar Server Reader EMHC

St. Gianna Pro-Life Ministry
Please continue to pray for your spiritual adoptees!

Here the babies are at 3 months gestation:

We'll be joining the Sons of St. 
Joseph and other parishioners 

for Christmas Caroling at 
Good Shepherd Nursing Home 
this Wednesday, December 18 

at 6:00 p.m.  
All are invited to join us as we 

spread Christmas cheer!

GROUPS & MINISTRIES

We invite all men in the community 
to join us in building authentic friend-
ships with Christ and each other so 
that we can walk together in becom-
ing the men he has called us to be.

Join us this Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 
6:00 p.m. at Good Shepherd Nurs-
ing Home for Christmas Caroling. 

FORMATION  •  FELLOWSHIP  •  WORSHIP  •  SERVICE

Young Adults Bible Study
Thursday, December 12 at 7:30 p.m. in Parish Office
Join our Young Adults Bible Study for engaging discus-
sions, fellowship, and growing together in faith! This week, 
we’ll dive into Chapters 11-15 of Isaiah. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to deepen your understanding of Scripture 
and connect with others on the journey of faith!

Faith Sharing Book Club
Monday, January 5 at 9:00 a.m. in Rectory
Our Faith Sharing Book Club meets monthly to explore 
inspiring books, fostering faith, fellowship, and meaningful 
discussion. We are currently reading Adrienne von Speyr's 

"John : The Word Becomes Flesh" pages 100-204. St. Monica Prayer Group
Next Gathering To Be Announced
Join the St. Monica Prayer Group as we unite in prayer for 
loved ones who have wandered from the Faith, meeting 
every month to offer hope, support, and encouragement.If you are 55 years and over 

and enjoy sharing conversa-
tion, friendship, fun,  and spir-
itual activities, please join us!

For our December gathering, we're going to 
join the Sons of St. Joseph and the 

Sisters in Grace for Christmas Caroling!

Extraordinary Ministers Needed
We are in need of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Commu-
nion for our weekend Masses. If you are interested in serving 
in this important ministry, please contact the parish office or 
speak with one of the priests after Mass.

HOPE. LOVE. JOY. PEACE.

ADVENT



PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK

THE HOLY FATHER'S INTENTION
December: For pilgrims of hope
We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our faith, helping 
us to recognize the Risen Christ in our daily lives, and that it 
may transform us into pilgrims of Christian hope.

Heavenly Father, as we rejoice in the nearness of Your Son, 
fill our hearts with His light and peace, that we may proclaim 
His coming with joy. Amen.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Month of the Divine Infancy
The month of December is traditionally dedicated to the Divine 
Infancy of Jesus Christ. This month, let the paradox of Christ's 
birth and childhood strike us anew. Let us pray with Mary in 
the words of an ancient hymn by Saint Ephrem the Syrian:  
"I am your Mother but  I will give honor to you. I have engen-
dered you, but you are older than I am. I have carried you in my 
womb, but you sustain me on my feet. You have been born of 
me like a little one, but you are as strong as a giant. The height 
of the heavens are filled with your majesty, and yet my womb 
has not been too small for you."

Ways to Honor the Divine Infancy

v   Pray and support children and their families who are 
victims of abuse; homelessness; hunger; discrimination; and 
poverty

v   Pray the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary

v   Make an effort to take the Season of Advent seriously 

LIVING OUR FAITH
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We are renewing our parish prayer list to ensure it reflects 
those currently in need of our prayers. Several names have 
remained on the list for a long time, and we want to make 
sure we are praying for those who still need our support.  
If you or someone you know would like to be included 
on the prayer list, please e-mail tgreenwood@dwc.org.  
Each name will remain on the list for about a month unless 
you specify otherwise. Thank you.

Advent
Confessions
Prepare your hearts for Christ!

Saturday, December 14
9:30 am to Noon

Advent Penance Service
Monday, December 23

6:00 p.m.

McKenzie & Meghan Peluchette  
December 21, 2024

Thomas Minor & Daisy Reasbeck  
December 28, 2024

Marriage Banns

Children of the
   Youth Services System

Jean Schultz
Joe Bechtel

Joyce Hehr
Pat Edmon

The "O" Antiphons
Each year on December 17, the Church begins a series of seven 
short verses sung before the Magnificat during Evening Prayer, 
on the seven days before the vigil of Christmas. They each 
begin with the exclamation “O” and are therefore called the 
“O Antiphons.” The antiphons were composed in the seventh 
or eighth century when monks put together texts from the 
Old Testament which looked forward to the coming of our 
salvation. The first letter of the Messianic titles: Emmanuel, 
Rex, Oriens, Clavis, Radix, Adonai, Sapientia—all spell out Latin 
words ERO CRAS, meaning, “Tomorrow, I will come.”	  

December 17  -  O Wisdom of our God Most High, guiding creation 
with power and love: come to teach us the path of knowledge!

December 18  -  O Leader of the House of Israel, giver of the 
Law to Moses on Sinai: come to rescue us with your mighty 
power!					  
December 19  -  O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of God’s love for all 
his people: come to save us without delay!

December 20  -  O Key of David, opening the gates of God’s 
eternal Kingdom: come and free the prisoners of darkness!

December 21  -  O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun 
of justice: come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in 
the shadow of death.

December 22  -  O King of all nations and keystone of the Church: 
come and save man, whom you formed from the dust!

December 23  -  O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law: come 
to save us, Lord our God!



WHY DO WE DO THAT?
Catholic Life Explained:
Decorating for Christmas

Question:
Why do some churches decorate for 
Christmas late in Advent?

Answer:
The timing of Christmas decorations in 
many churches highlights the spiritual sig-
nificance of Advent. Advent is a season of 
waiting, anticipation, and preparation for 
the celebration of Christ’s birth. It is distinct 
from the Christmas season, which begins on 
December 25 and lasts until the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord in January.

During Advent, the Church encourages a 
focus on spiritual preparation, reflected in 
the simplicity of decorations like the Advent 
wreath and the use of purple. Many parishes 
wait until just before Christmas to decorate 
fully, emphasizing the transition from Advent 
to Christmas. This delay builds anticipation 
for the feast and aligns with the liturgical 
rhythm, where Christmas is celebrated as a 
season of joy, not just a single day.

This tradition can also inspire individuals 
and families to embrace Advent as a time of 
patient waiting and to fully immerse them-
selves in the joy of the Christmas season once 
it arrives, rather than rushing to take down 
decorations immediately after December 25. 
It’s a reminder that Christmas begins, rather 
than ends, on Christmas Day.

ADVENT VESPERS
Join us for Sung Solemn Vespers at the Cathedral 

this Advent Season on Sunday Evenings at 6:00 p.m.

Vespers is the official evening prayer of the Church. 
Based on scripture, it consists of psalms, hymns, and prayers of intercession. 

A brief reflection will be given each week reflecting on the spiritual themes of Advent.

Music by The Cathedral Schola 
with Guest Organist Robert Troeger

DEC 1 DEC 8 DEC 15 DEC 22

Third Sunday of Advent 8

The Virgin of Guadalupe was lovingly honored on her feastday this past Thurs-
day at our Cathedral with a beautiful Spanish Mass. At the beginning of the cele-
bration, everyone present processed forward to present flowers to Our Lady. 
We offer a special thank you to Fr. Bill Matheny for celebrating this Mass and to 
everyone who joined us! As Mary asked Juan Diego, may we build a little chapel 
for Christ, so He might find a home in our bodies, our families, our homes and 
our neighborhoods this Christmas! Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, ruega por 
nosotros!

Please remember in your prayers:
Joanne Driscoll

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon her.

Rest in Peace

Honoring Our Lady of Guadalupe



Bishop Brennan Releases New 
Pastoral Letter on Evangelization
“If your faith matters to you, do your part…. This season of 
Advent is a season of hope…. Be the good, faithful servant 
Jesus call you to be, and you will be rewarded beyond measure 
by the Lord with a joy that will never end.” These words by 
Bishop Brennan are part of his pastoral letter on evange-
lization, “Bringing People to Christ,” officially released just 
before Advent. Bishop Brennan has said that this new pastoral 
letter is one of the most important ones and strongly encour-
ages everyone to take a few minutes to prayerfully read it. 
Please take a copy with you after Mass this weekend 
and discern how you can help spread the Gospel to all! 

Cathedral Maintenance Fund
Our beautiful Cathedral, rich in history and faith, is in need of 
some important repairs and upgrades to preserve its integrity 
for future generations. The Diocesan Office of Buildings and 
Properties and our Cathedral Finance Council has identified 
three critical maintenance projects that require attention: 
 
Roof Repairs: A significant leak in the roof, especially prob-
lematic during strong winds, threatens further interior 
damage. The estimated repair is around $145,000.
 
Wall Repairs: Cracked limestone near one of the transept 
windows needs urgent attention to prevent further deterio-
ration. The estimated cost for this repair is $9,680.
 
HVAC System Replacement: Our air conditioning system is 
aging, and the refrigerant it uses is now obsolete. The air 
handlers are nearing the end of their lifespan, with an esti-
mated replacement cost of approximately $250,000. 
 
Your generous contributions will help us safeguard our 
Cathedral’s future. Please consider making a donation 
towards these essential repairs. Every gift makes a differ-
ence. Thank you for your continued support and prayers.

"For God loves a cheerful giver." - 2 Corinthians 9:7
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Advent Prayer Exchange
As we continue our Advent journey, remember to keep in 
prayer the parishioner whose name you received. This 
simple act of prayer strengthens our community as we 
prepare our hearts for Christ’s coming!

HRISTMASC
Join us on Sunday, December 22

following the 10:30 a.m. Mass
as we transform our Cathedral 

for the Christmas season!

Food and drinks will be provided!

No special skills needed—
just bring your Christmas spirit 

and willingness to help.

HELP US
PREPARE FOR

CATHEDRAL CONNECTIONS

Angel Tree Project
We are filled with gratitude for the incredible generosity 
of our Cathedral family! Thanks to your kindness, the gifts 
from this year's Angel Tree project were delivered to Catho-
lic Charities this past week, bringing joy and hope to those 
in need this Christmas season. Your support truly embodies 
the spirit of Christ’s love in action. Let us continue to pray 
for the families and individuals who will receive these gifts, 
that they may feel the warmth of God's love during this holy 
season!

Welcoming Visitors for Christmas
In these last days of Advent, please pray for the warm welcome 
to the Cathedral of all those who have been away from the 
active practice of the Catholic Faith, or even just away from 
being physically in church for a while. Their appearance at  
our Christmas celebration is not some interruption that threat-
ens to leave us without our "favorite" seat in church; it is rather 
a great homecoming of our brothers and sisters, who must find 
in us such joy that they will be drawn irresistibly to come back 
and be with us each Sunday! Join us in praying that this Christ-
mas may be a time of true renewal, conversation, and joy! 

Parish Pictorial Directory
If you did not have your picture taken for our Parish Direc-
tory, please contact the parish office as soon as possible to 
schedule a session.



Christmas
AT THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOSEPH

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Tuesday, December 24

Choral Prelude at 5:30 p.m.
VIGIL MASS OF CHRISTMAS

6:00 p.m.

Choral Prelude at 11:30 p.m.
CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS

CHRISTMAS DAY
Wednesday, December 25
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS

10:30 a.m.

CHRISTMAS SEASON
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH

Sunday, December 29
Masses: 6:00 p.m. (Saturday) and 8:00 a.m.

OPENING MASS OF THE JUBILEE YEAR: 10:30 A.M.
Blessing of Families at all Masses

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
Wednesday, January 1

Vigil Mass at 6:00 p.m. (Tuesday, December 31)
Mass at 9:00 a.m.

Holy Day of Obligation

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Sunday, January 5

Masses: 6:00 p.m. (Saturday), 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Epiphany Party: Saturday at 7:00 p.m. (St. Alphonsus Hall)

Concert: Sunday at 3:00 p.m. (Cathedral)
 

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Sunday, January 12

Masses: 6:00 p.m. (Saturday), 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.




