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Saint Joseph Cathedral Parish is called to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a community.
We are committed: to our urban neighborhoods, to being the Cathedral of the Diocese,

and to fellowship, formation, sacrament, and prayer.

Monday - Friday: 8:30am to 4:30pm

Bulletin articles are due by 12 Noon on 
Monday (5 days prior to publication). 
Submitted bulletin content is subject 
to approval.

Registration forms can be obtained 
at www.saintjosephcathedral.com 
or through the parish office.

Please notify the parish of address 
changes.

From the Diocesan Office of Safe Environment
To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact  
WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the  
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880. Please visit www.dwc.org 
under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

STAFF OFFICE HOURS

REGISTRATION



SACRAMENTS
Confession
Friday: 11:15 am to 11:45 am
Saturday: 5:00 pm to 5:45 pm

Baptism
Please contact the Parish Office to arrange for a meeting 
with the priest as well as the necessary preparation.

Marriage
Engaged couples should contact the Parish Office at least six 
months in advance to make an appointment with the priest.

Holy Orders
If you believe you are being called by God to serve the 
Church as a priest, deacon, or religious brother or sister, 
please contact Fr. Brian Crenwelge, the Diocesan Director 
of Vocations at bcrenwelge@dwc.org or (304) 337-9837.

Pastoral Care of the Sick
Priests and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are 
available to bring Holy Communion to parishioners confined 
to home. Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements. 
Those who are seriously ill or who are preparing for surgery 
should request a priest for Anointing of the Sick.

STAY CONNECTED

Visit the Sacraments page at www.saintjosephcathedral.com for more information.

www.saintjosephcathedral.com

@wheelingcathedral

@wheelingcathedral

cathedralofstjoseph1.flocknote.com

LIVE STREAMED MASSES
Our Sunday Masses are live-streamed and archived for later viewing at www.dwc.org/mass. 

While this is a valuable resource for those unable to attend in person due to health or other serious reasons, 
please remember that live-streamed Masses are not a substitute for the in-person celebration. 

The Mother Church of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
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Masses &
Schedule

 December 22 - 29, 2024 

Dear Friends in Christ Jesus,

On this final Sunday of Advent, we hear the beautiful Gospel of the 
Visitation. Mary, carrying Jesus in her womb, goes to visit her cousin 
Elizabeth. At Mary’s greeting, the child in Elizabeth’s womb—John 
the Baptist—leaped for joy. Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
proclaims Mary as “blessed among women.”

This moment is full of joy because Mary brings Christ to others.  
Her visit is not just a family gathering; it is the presence of God 
Himself. Mary shows us how to share Jesus with others by bringing 
His love, peace, and joy wherever we go.

As Christmas draws near, I encourage you to follow Mary’s exam-
ple. Is there someone in your life—a friend, a family member, or 
a neighbor—who has been away from the Church or feels distant 
from God? This is a wonderful time to invite them to experience the 
joy and peace of Christ. A simple invitation to join you at Christmas 
Mass could make all the difference in their life.

Let us prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus and share His 
love with others. May we, like Mary, carry Christ to those around us, 
bringing His hope and joy into their lives.

Wishing you all a blessed and joyful Christmas,

Father Pen

RECTOR'S REFLECTIONS

SUN
22

Fourth Sunday of Advent
6:00 pm (Sat)
8:00 am
10:30 am 
12:00 pm
6:00 pm

Mass for + John Petrella
Mass for the Parishioners
Mass for + Michael Pacewicz
Christmas Decorating
Vespers

MON
23

Advent Weekday

12:05 pm
6:00 PM

Mass for + Helen Chiazza
Advent Penance Service

TUE
24

Advent Weekday

12:05 pm
6:00 pm

Mass for + John & Shirley Sheets
Christmas Eve Mass

WED
25

The Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
Midnight
10:30 am

Christmas Midnight Mass
Christmas Day Mass

THU
26 Feast of St. Stephen

12:05 pm Mass for + Steve Carter

FRI
27

Feast of St. John
11:15 am
12:05 pm

Confessions
Mass for + Betty Hickman

SAT
28

Feast of the Holy Innocents

9:00 am
9:30 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm

Mass for + John Bolcek
Rosary
Confessions
Mass for + Albert Schubert

SUN
29

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
8:00 am
10:30 am  

Mass for + Stephen Pacewicz
Opening Mass for the Jubilee Year

On behalf of  the clergy and staff of the Cathedral,
we wish you and your loved ones
 a blessed and Merry Christmas! 

May the love of the Christ Child dwell richly 
in your hearts and guide you in the year ahead.
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December 15, 2024
Envelopes: $1775  •  Loose: $1185  •  Online: $404

Total: $3364

Attendance: 265

Thank you for your support!

Supporting Our Parish
Your Gift Makes a Difference
We are very grateful to those who are able to support 
the Cathedral of St. Joseph Parish. Your support allows 
us to continue our mission and provide vital ministries.  
Here are some simple ways to give:

Online: OSV Online Giving is a fast, secure,
simple way to make your contributions.
Visit www.saintjosephcathedral.com/giving

By Mail: Mail to Cathedral of St. Joseph
1218 Eoff Street, Wheeling, WV 26003

In Person: At Mass during the collection 
or dropped off at the parish offices.

COLLECTION & ATTENDANCE

December 23 - Money Counter Ministry Training, 9:00am
December 23 - Advent Penance Service, 6:00pm
December 24 - Christmas Eve Mass, 6:00pm
December 25 - Christmas Midnight Mass
December 25 - Christmas Day Mass, 10:30am
December 28/29 - Blessing of Families, All Weekend Masses
December 29 - Opening Mass for Jubilee Year, 10:30am
January 1 - Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
January 4 - Epiphany Party, 7:00pm, St. Alphonsus Hall
January 5 - Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
January 5 - Epiphany Concert, 3pm 
January 12 - Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
January 15 - Finance Council Meeting, 5pm
January 21 - Pastoral Council Meeting, 5pm

•  UPCOMING EVENTS •

Epiphany Party

Saturday, January 4   |   7:00 p.m.
St. Alphonsus Columbia Hall

Parishioners of the Cathedral and St. Alphonsus
are warmly invited to a festive catered dinner,

followed by plenty of good cheer to bring 
a sparkling finish to the Christmas season!

Reservations are required and limited.
Please RSVP by December 27.

Drop a note in the collection basket,
or call or email the parish office.

Parish Office Holiday Schedule
The parish offices will be closed December 23 through Janu-
ary 1, reopening on Thursday, January 2.  

Christmas Collections
We ask you, in the spirit of Christmas giving, to be generous 
to the Christmas collection for the Cathedral Parish on  
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day and to the traditional 
second collection in support of Catholic Charities, whose 
wonderful service throughout the state of West Virginia helps 
so many people. May God bless you for your kindness!

Jubilee 2025 
A Jubilee Year is traditionally 
proclaimed by the Universal Church 
every 25 years. It is a particular year 
set aside to encourage the faithful 
to embark on pilgrimages, to repent 
of their sins and forgive the sins of 
others, and to renew a focus on the 

spiritual life. The 2025 Jubilee will be centered on the theme 
“Pilgrims of Hope.” As Pope Francis so beautifully expressed 
it: "We must fan the flame of hope that has been given us, 
and help everyone to gain new strength and certainty by 
looking to the future with an open spirit, a trusting heart and 
far-sighted vision." The Jubilee begins on December 24, 2024, 
with the official Opening of the Holy Door of Saint Peter’s Basil-
ica, and runs to January 6, 2026, the Feast Day of Epiphany, 
with the Closing of the Holy Door.  Diocesan Bishops around 
the world are to celebrate Holy Mass at their cathedral on 
Sunday, December 29, 2024 as the solemn opening of the 
Jubilee Year in their own diocese. A special opening rite will 
include processing with a Cross, from a suitable place to the 
cathedral. The cross will reside in the cathedral for a full year.  
We invite and encourage everyone to join us for the 10:30 
a.m. Mass on Sunday, December 29 with Bishop Brennan 
at the Cathedral. The opening rite will begin in the Great 
Hall of Wheeling Central Catholic High School followed by 
a procession to the Cathedral.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
Week of December 22

THIS SUNDAY
Micah 5:1-4
Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45

MONDAY
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17
Ps 25:4-5, 6, 7, 8-9
Matthew 21:23-27

TUESDAY
Genesis 49:2, 8-10
Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 17
Matthew 1:1-17

WEDNESDAY
Isaiah 52:7-10
Ps 98:1-6
Hebrews 1:1-6
John 1:1-18

THURSDAY
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59
Ps 31:3-4, 6-8, 16, 17
Matthew 10:17-22

FRIDAY
1 John 1:1-4
Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12
John 20:1-8

SATURDAY
1 John 1:5—2:2
Ps 124:2-5, 7-8
Matthew 2:13-18

NEXT SUNDAY
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
Colossians 3:12-21
Luke 2:41-52

The readings are included each week so 
that those who are unable to join us for 
daily Mass will be able to consider and pray 
them in union with the whole Church.

Children's Liturgy of the Word
Children's Liturgy of the Word will be on break for the holiday season and 
will resume on Sunday, January 19 at the 10:30 a.m. Mass.

"Hearts on Fire" —  Our New Adult Faith 
Formation Program!
Begins this January!
We’re excited to launch "Hearts on Fire," our new Adult Faith Forma-
tion program designed to deepen your faith and inspire your spiri-
tual journey. Led by Ms. Shirley Carter, a familiar face around the  
Cathedral, this program will explore key aspects of our Catholic faith, 

offering an engaging opportunity for growth and fellowship.

Shirley is currently the Interim Director of the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis 
for the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston and the Director of Hilltop Campus Ministry 
at West Liberty University and Bethany College. With years of experience in youth 
ministry, spiritual formation, and campus ministry, Shirley is passionate about help-
ing people of all ages grow in their faith.

Hearts on Fire will begin this January. Stay tuned for more details and plan to join us 
as we ignite our hearts with a deeper love for Christ and His Church!

FAITH FORMATION

Scholarship Applications
A second round of scholarship applications are now available for new applicants 
attending a 2 or 4 year college or Wheeling Central Catholic High School. Please see 
the forms in the back of the church for more information. The deadline to submit 
applications has been extended to January 12.

Spreading Christmas Joy: 
Caroling at Good Shepherd and Welty
We had a wonderful time Christmas caroling at Good Shepherd Nursing Home 
this week! The joy on the faces of the residents as we sang familiar hymns and 
carols was truly heartwarming. Afterwards, we made a special stop to visit the 
retired priests of our diocese at Welty, bringing them a bit of holiday cheer and 
gratitude for their years of devoted service! Thank you to everyone who joined us!

Prayerful congratulations to Augustine Giacamo Kilbane 
who was into the Church through the Sacrament of Baptism 

on December 21, 2024.

Baptism
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Saturday
6:00 pm

Sunday
8:00 am

Sunday
10:30 am

Y. Klug
G. Shutler

Paul B.
Kathleen B.

Stephanie B.
Walt B.

Martin I.
The Brown Family

Sarah M.
Julia S.

Martin I. Chris T.
Shawn T.

Jim E.
Susanna K.

Rose Marie C.
Deirdre B.

Patti D.
Judy M.

Philippa S.
Tamora M.

Debbie T.
John T.

December 28/29 Liturgical Ministers Schedule
Greeter Altar Server Reader EMHC

St. Gianna Pro-Life Ministry
Inspiration from Elizabeth

Faced with an unexpected pregnancy, 
Mary went to spend a few months with her relative, 

Elizabeth, who welcomed Mary with open arms 
and a recognition of the Lord within Mary.

GROUPS & MINISTRIES

We invite all men in the community 
to join us in building authentic friend-
ships with Christ and each other so 
that we can walk together in becom-
ing the men he has called us to be.

Our Men's Group wishes everyone 
a very Blessed & Merry Christmas! 

FORMATION  •  FELLOWSHIP  •  WORSHIP  •  SERVICE

Faith Sharing Book Club
Monday, January 5 at 9:00 a.m. in Rectory
Our Faith Sharing Book Club meets monthly to explore 
inspiring books, fostering faith, fellowship, and meaningful 
discussion. We are currently reading Adrienne von Speyr's 

"John : The Word Becomes Flesh" pages 100-204.

We are called to greet people with unexpected 
pregnancies with the same open hearts and arms, 

and to recognize God’s work in each one,
even when it’s not obvious to others.

Elizabeth shows us the way:  
be open, responsive, and vocal!

People are depending on us to recognize God’s work
in each young life that comes our way.
Please be an Elizabeth for someone soon.

Last Friday, the Sisters in Grace, our Cathedral 
women's group, gathered to celebrate the Festi-
val of Saint Lucia, exploring the beautiful ways 
this beloved feast is observed around the world. 
Looking to St. Lucy, whose name means "light", we 
reflected on how her witness inspires us to shine 
Christ's light in our daily lives. With hearts renewed, 
we left better equipped to be beacons of Jesus’ light 
in whatever darkness we encounter! 

St. Monica Prayer Group
Wednesday, January 8 at 6:00 p.m.
Join the St. Monica Prayer Group as we unite in prayer for 
loved ones who have wandered from the Faith.



PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK

THE HOLY FATHER'S INTENTION
December: For pilgrims of hope
We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our faith, helping 
us to recognize the Risen Christ in our daily lives, and that it 
may transform us into pilgrims of Christian hope.

Heavenly Father, as we draw closer to the celebration of 
Christ’s birth, fill our hearts with the peace and joy of His 
coming. Like Mary, may we respond to Your will with trust 
and humility, welcoming Jesus into our lives and sharing His 
love with others. May the light of Advent guide our steps this 
week, preparing us to receive the gift of Emmanuel, God-with-
us. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Month of the Divine Infancy
The month of December is traditionally dedicated to the Divine 
Infancy of Jesus Christ. This month, let the paradox of Christ's 
birth and childhood strike us anew. Let us pray with Mary in 
the words of an ancient hymn by Saint Ephrem the Syrian:  
"I am your Mother but  I will give honor to you. I have engen-
dered you, but you are older than I am. I have carried you in my 
womb, but you sustain me on my feet. You have been born of 
me like a little one, but you are as strong as a giant. The height 
of the heavens are filled with your majesty, and yet my womb 
has not been too small for you."

Ways to Honor the Divine Infancy

v   Pray and support children and their families who are 
victims of abuse; homelessness; hunger; discrimination; and 
poverty

v   Pray the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary

v   Make an effort to take the Season of Advent seriously 

LIVING OUR FAITH
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We are renewing our parish prayer list to ensure it reflects 
those currently in need of our prayers. Several names have 
remained on the list for a long time, and we want to make 
sure we are praying for those who still need our support.  
If you or someone you know would like to be included 
on the prayer list, please e-mail tgreenwood@dwc.org.  
Each name will remain on the list for about a month unless 
you specify otherwise. Thank you.

Advent
Confessions
Prepare your hearts for Christ!

Saturday, December 14
9:30 am to Noon

Advent Penance Service
Monday, December 23

6:00 p.m.

Thomas Minor & Daisy Reasbeck  
December 28, 2024

Marriage Banns

Angela Niehart
Children of the
   Youth Services System

Jean Schultz
Joe Bechtel
Joyce Hehr

Marsha Bartlett
Pat Edmon

Blessing of the Christmas Manger
The blessing of the Christmas manger scene can take place 
on Christmas. When the manger is set up in the home, it is 
appropriate that it be blessed by a parent or another family 
member. Consider making this a tradition in your home after 
you return from Mass.

All make the sign of the cross.

Leader:  Our help is in the name of the Lord.
Response:  Who made heaven and earth.

Read Luke 2:1-8 or Isaiah 7:10-15.

Leader:  God of every nation and people, from the very begin-
ning of creation you have made manifest your love: when our 
need for a Savior was great you sent your Son to be born of 
the Virgin Mary. To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, 
mercy, and love.

Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it remind us 
of the humble birth of Jesus, and raise our thoughts to him, 
who is God-with-us and Savior of all, and who lives and reigns 
forever and ever.
All:  Amen.
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Christmas 2024

“For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; upon his shoulder dominion rests.
They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.”  (Isaiah 9:5)

Dear Friends in Christ,
 
Greetings and prayerful blessings to you and your loved ones!

During this holy season, we pray that you remain safe, healthy, and at peace. Please know that you are in our 
prayers.
 
May you and your family find joy and fulfillment in the Newborn Christ, who blesses us with hope, joy, and lasting 
peace. May Mary, the Mother of God, watch over you always. Let us remember to pray for one another, united in 
faith and love. “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Emmanuel” (Matthew 1:23). 
Emmanuel means “God is with us.” God sent His only Son to dwell among us, to dispel the darkness of sin, and 
to fill our hearts with His light. As Jesus said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible” 
(Matthew 19:26). Let us prepare our hearts and homes to welcome Christ this Christmas, that He may bless us 
with peace, joy, and health.
 
We sincerely thank those Catholics who are practicing the Faith actively by coming to Holy Mass regularly and 
contributing monetarily to take care of the needs of the parish. Without your generous support it is impossible to 
maintain the buildings or provide the Sacraments of the Church. Many hands can move the mountains in front 
of us more easily. Every single dollar can make the task easier. We thank you for your sacrifices and we thank you 
also for your prayers for the parish. We humbly request your generous support in the forthcoming year. “For God 
loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).
 
We also ask for your prayers for those who have drifted away from the Catholic Faith or do not yet believe in God. 
Our St. Monica’s Prayer Group meets monthly to pray for them, and through prayer, we can lovingly invite others 
back to the Church. When we are together in prayer, we can all “Walk With One” and invite our family, friends, 
and neighbors back home. We read in John 1:40-42 that Andrew found his brother Peter and told him, “We 
have found the Messiah!” Like Andrew who brought Peter to Jesus, let us all bring someone to Christ this year. 

Once again, we promise you our prayers and extend our warmest wishes for a Merry Christmas and a blessed 
New Year. May your family experience the wonder of Christ’s birth and His abundant blessings throughout 2025! 

Yours in the Newborn Christ,

Father Pen
Rector

Father John Soplinski
Vice-Rector



Cathedral Maintenance Fund
Our beautiful Cathedral, rich in history and faith, is in need of 
some important repairs and upgrades to preserve its integrity 
for future generations. The Diocesan Office of Buildings and 
Properties and our Cathedral Finance Council has identified 
three critical maintenance projects that require attention: 
 
Roof Repairs: A significant leak in the roof, especially prob-
lematic during strong winds, threatens further interior 
damage. The estimated repair is around $145,000.
 
Wall Repairs: Cracked limestone near one of the transept 
windows needs urgent attention to prevent further deterio-
ration. The estimated cost for this repair is $9,680.
 
HVAC System Replacement: Our air conditioning system is 
aging, and the refrigerant it uses is now obsolete. The air 
handlers are nearing the end of their lifespan, with an esti-
mated replacement cost of approximately $250,000. 
 
Your generous contributions will help us safeguard our 
Cathedral’s future. Please consider making a donation 
towards these essential repairs. Every gift makes a differ-
ence. Thank you for your continued support and prayers.

"For God loves a cheerful giver." - 2 Corinthians 9:7
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CATHEDRAL CONNECTIONS

Welcoming Visitors for Christmas
In these last days of Advent, please pray for the warm welcome 
to the Cathedral of all those who have been away from the 
active practice of the Catholic Faith, or even just away from 
being physically in church for a while. Their appearance at  
our Christmas celebration is not some interruption that threat-
ens to leave us without our "favorite" seat in church; it is rather 
a great homecoming of our brothers and sisters, who must find 
in us such joy that they will be drawn irresistibly to come back 
and be with us each Sunday! Join us in praying that this Christ-
mas may be a time of true renewal, conversation, and joy! 

A Concert for 
Christmas & Epiphany

Cathedral Schola • St. Michael Parish Handbell Choir
Katie Shaffer, flute • Erin Marion, oboe

Chad Carter, handbells • Robert Troeger, organ
Deborah Podolski Breiding, piano • Amanda Sable, vocalist

Christie Greenwood, vocalist • Braden Mills, vocalist 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025 AT 3PM
CATHEDRAL OF SAINT JOSEPH

1300 EOFF STREET, WHEELING, WV

Free Admission
Donations will be accepted for the Catholic Charities Neighborhood Center

Featuring

Disciple Maker Index
The Cathedral of St. Joseph is on a journey to know, love, 
and serve Christ in our parish community. Together we must 
embrace Christ’s vision for missionary discipleship so our 
parish can thrive and be a place for others to grow together in
faith. The very first step in this process involves assessing 
our greatest strengths and opportunities, and that is where 
the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) comes in! The Disciple Maker 
Index is designed to:
• Invite parishioners to reflect on their journey of discipleship.
•  Enable parish leadership to make data-driven decisions.
•  Help parishioners grow in their faith.
The 10–15-minute survey can be accessed through an online 
link from January 7 to February 6 and will ask you to reflect 
on your own spiritual growth and enable you to provide your 
perspective on our parish’s efforts to help you grow in rela-
tionship with Christ. All responses will be confidential, and the 
parish will only receive information about the community as a 
whole. We will share the link with you a bit closer to the launch 
of the survey. Paper surveys will also be available for those who 
do not have the ability to complete the survey online. Thank 
you for helping with this important project and please continue 
to pray for this intention and for the growth of our parish. 

Advent Prayer Exchange
Thank you to those who participated in our Advent Prayer 
Exchange this year.  We encourage you to continue to keep 
the parishioner whose name you received in your prayers 
throughout the Christmas Season.

Parish Pictorial Directory
If you did not have your picture taken for our Parish Direc-
tory, please contact the parish office as soon as possible to 
schedule a session.



Christmas
AT THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOSEPH

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Tuesday, December 24

Choral Prelude at 5:30 p.m.
VIGIL MASS OF CHRISTMAS

6:00 p.m.

Choral Prelude at 11:30 p.m.
CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS

CHRISTMAS DAY
Wednesday, December 25
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS

10:30 a.m.

CHRISTMAS SEASON
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH

Sunday, December 29
Masses: 6:00 p.m. (Saturday) and 8:00 a.m.

OPENING MASS OF THE JUBILEE YEAR: 10:30 A.M.
Blessing of Families at all Masses

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
Wednesday, January 1

Vigil Mass at 6:00 p.m. (Tuesday, December 31)
Mass at 9:00 a.m.

Holy Day of Obligation

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Sunday, January 5

Masses: 6:00 p.m. (Saturday), 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Epiphany Party: Saturday at 7:00 p.m. (St. Alphonsus Hall)

Concert: Sunday at 3:00 p.m. (Cathedral)
 

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Sunday, January 12

Masses: 6:00 p.m. (Saturday), 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.




