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Saint Joseph Cathedral Parish is called to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a community.
We are committed: to our urban neighborhoods, to being the Cathedral of the Diocese,

and to fellowship, formation, sacrament, and prayer.

Monday - Friday: 8:30am to 4:30pm

Bulletin articles are due by 12 Noon on 
Monday (5 days prior to publication). 
Submitted bulletin content is subject 
to approval.

Registration forms can be obtained 
at www.saintjosephcathedral.com 
or through the parish office.

Please notify the parish of address 
changes.

From the Diocesan Office of Safe Environment
To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact  
WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the  
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880. Please visit www.dwc.org 
under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

STAFF OFFICE HOURS

REGISTRATION



SACRAMENTS
Confession
Friday: 11:15 am to 11:45 am
Saturday: 11:00 am to 12 Noon
	    5:00 pm to 5:45 pm

Baptism
Please contact the Parish Office to arrange for a meeting 
with the priest as well as the necessary preparation.

Marriage
Engaged couples should contact the Parish Office at least six 
months in advance to make an appointment with the priest.

Holy Orders
If you believe you are being called by God to serve the 
Church as a priest, deacon, or religious brother or sister, 
please contact Fr. Brian Crenwelge, the Diocesan Director 
of Vocations at bcrenwelge@dwc.org or (304) 337-9837.

Pastoral Care of the Sick
Priests and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are 
available to bring Holy Communion to parishioners confined 
to home. Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements. 
Those who are seriously ill or who are preparing for surgery 
should request a priest for Anointing of the Sick.

STAY CONNECTED

Visit the Sacraments page at www.saintjosephcathedral.com for more information.

www.saintjosephcathedral.com

@wheelingcathedral

@wheelingcathedral

cathedralofstjoseph1.flocknote.com

LIVE STREAMED MASSES
Our Sunday Masses are live-streamed and archived for later viewing at www.dwc.org/mass. 

While this is a valuable resource for those unable to attend in person due to health or other serious reasons, 
please remember that live-streamed Masses are not a substitute for the in-person celebration. 

The Mother Church of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
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Masses &
Schedule

February 23 - March 2, 2025 

Dear Friends in Christ Jesus,

In today’s Gospel, Jesus challenges us to embrace a radical way of 
living: “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36). He calls us 
not to judge or condemn but to forgive and give generously. This is 
not always easy, but it is the path of true discipleship. When we show 
mercy, we reflect the heart of God and open ourselves to His grace.
 
As we approach Lent, which begins in just over a week on Ash 
Wednesday, March 5, now is the time to prepare our hearts for 
this sacred season. Lent is a time of renewal—a time to return to 
the Lord through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. I encourage you 
to start thinking about how you can make this Lent fruitful. What 
areas of your life need God’s mercy? How can you grow closer to 
Him? Setting a Lenten plan now will help you enter the season with 
purpose and devotion.

Lent is not just about giving up things—it is about growing in love 
for Christ. This season calls us to “turn away from sin and be faith-
ful to the Gospel.” It is a time to refocus on what truly matters and 
to place God at the center of our lives. Whether through acts of 
charity, deeper prayer, or reconciling with those we have wronged, 
every sacrifice and effort we make should draw us closer to the Lord.
 
A life of mercy is a life of blessing. When we forgive, we find free-
dom. When we give, we receive. When we love as Christ loves, we 
experience the peace that only He can give. May we open our hearts 
to God’s grace and become instruments of His mercy in the world.
 
Let us ask the Lord to help us see others as He sees them—with love 
and compassion. May our words and actions this week reflect the 
mercy that Jesus so generously offers to each of us.

Yours in Christ,
Father Pen

RECTOR'S REFLECTIONS

SUN
23

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
6:00 pm (Sat)
8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am 

Mass for + John Petrella
Mass for the Parishioners
Confirmation Class (Parish Offices)
Mass for Bob & Brenda Braido

MON
24

Weekday in Ordinary Time

12:05 pm Mass for + Nicholas & Virginia Harris

TUE
25

Weekday in Ordinary Time

12:05 pm

5:00 pm
7:30 pm

Mass for + Bishop Thomas J. McDonnell
                      (Anniversary of Death - 1961)
Pastoral Council Meeting 
Young Adults Bible Study (Parish Office)

WED
26

Weekday in Ordinary Time
12:05 pm
7:00 pm

Mass for + Dave Wiethe
Sons of St. Joseph (Chancery Cantina)

THU
27 Optional Memorial of St. Gregory of Narek

12:05 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Mass for the Chapman/Owens Family
Images of Jesus (Chancery Cantina)
Catholics in Recovery (St. Alphonsus Hall)

FRI
28

Weekday in Ordinary Time
11:15 am
12:05 pm

Confessions
Mass for + Theresa Shutler

SAT
1

Optional Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Month of St. Joseph Begins
First Saturday
9:00 am
9:30 am
11:00 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm     

Mass for the + Kristin Marie Sacco Smith
Rosary
Confessions
Confessions
Mass for the Parishioners

SUN
2

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 am
9:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am

Mass for + Frank Pasden
Faith Sharing Book Club (Rectory)
Confirmation Class (Parish Offices)
Mass for + Wib Breiding

NEW

Confession
TIME

SATURDAYS
11:00 a.m.
to 12 Noon
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February 16, 2025
Envelopes: $1304 • Loose: $1350 • Online: $693 • Total: $3347

Attendance: 213

Thank you for your generous support!

Supporting Our Parish
Your Gift Makes a Difference
We are very grateful to those who are able to support 
the Cathedral of St. Joseph Parish. Your support allows 
us to continue our mission and provide vital ministries.  
Here are some simple ways to give:

Online: OSV Online Giving is a fast, secure,
simple way to make your contributions.
Visit www.saintjosephcathedral.com/giving

By Mail: Mail to Cathedral of St. Joseph
1218 Eoff Street, Wheeling, WV 26003

In Person: At Mass during the collection 
or dropped off at the parish offices.

COLLECTION & ATTENDANCE

February 25 - Pastoral Council Meeting, 5:00pm
March 2 - Faith-Sharing Book Club, 9:00am
March 4 - St. Gianna Pro-Life Group, 6:00pm
March 5 - Ash Wednesday, Mass at 12:05pm and 7:00pm
March 12 - St. Monica Prayer Group, 7:00pm

•  UPCOMING EVENTS •

Preparing for Lent
Lent begins on Wednesday, March 5. This season of prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving invites us to draw closer to Christ and 
renew our spiritual lives. Start praying and planning now on 
how you will make this upcoming Lenten season a time of 
grace, reflection, and renewal. We will soon share with you 
several spiritual opportunities available at the Cathedral.  
May this season help us grow in holiness and prepare our 
hearts for the great joy of Easter.

Website: www.hopescholarshipwv.com
State Funding for parents wishing to send their children 

to a Catholic school.  

Applications for new students will open on March 1, 2025.  
The Hope Scholarship Board will accept applications year-
round, but the timing of submission of the original applica-
tion for the program will determine the amount of the Hope 
Scholarship received for the student’s initial year of participa-
tion in the program. The application windows for 2025-2026 
and the corresponding funding amounts are outlined in the 
chart below:

Application Window & Funding Amount
Mar 1, 2025 – June 15, 2025     100% of Scholarship
Jun 16, 2025 – Sept 15, 2025       75% of Scholarship
Sept 16, 2025 – Nov 30, 2025      50% of Scholarship
Dec 1, 2025 – Feb 28, 2026          25% of Scholarship

After Feb 28, 2026
No funding for 2025-26 but can apply for 2026-27 year.

MASS WITH 
DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES
12:05PM & 7:00PM

Ash Wednesday
at the Cathedral

DDD

MARCH 5

Disaster Assistance Fund Collection
February 22/23 & March 1/2
Bishop Mark Brennan has approved a special collection to 
support recovery efforts following the devastating flood-
ing in West Virginia. Collections will be held the weekends 
of February 22-23 and March 1-2 in all parishes. Donations 
will remain in the state and be managed by Catholic Chari-
ties West Virginia to assist affected fami-
lies and communities. Checks should be 
made out to your parish with “Disaster 
Relief” in the memo line, or donations can 
be made online at dwc.org/disaster-relief 
or by scanning the QR code. Please keep 
all those impacted in your prayers.

Baby Bottle Campaign
On Sunday, March 9, members of the Knights of Colum-
bus, Council 504, will be distributing baby bottles as part 
of their annual Baby Bottle Fundraising Campaign. We ask 
that you please fill these bottles with loose change through-
out the Lenten Season. They will be collected on Palm Sunday, 
April 13. All proceeds will be given to local organizations that 
provide support to women and children in need.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
Week of February 23

THIS SUNDAY
1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23
Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13
1 Corinthians 15:45-49
Luke 6:27-38

MONDAY
Sirach 1:1-10
Ps 93:1-2
Mark 9:14-29

TUESDAY
Sirach 2:1-11
Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40
Mark 9:30-37

WEDNESDAY
Sirach 4:11-19
Ps 119:165, 168, 171, 172, 174, 175
Mark 9:38-40

THURSDAY
Sirach 5:1-8
Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6
Mark 9:41-50

FRIDAY
Sirach 6:5-17
Ps 119:12, 16, 18, 27, 34, 35
Mark 10:1-12

SATURDAY
Sirach 17:1-15
Ps 103:13-14, 15-16, 17-18
Mark 10:13-16

NEXT SUNDAY
Sirach 27:4-7
Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16
1 Corinthians 15:54-58
Luke 6:39-45

The readings are included each week so 
that those who are unable to join us for 
daily Mass will be able to consider and pray 
them in union with the whole Church.

Wheeling Nailers vs. Cincinnati Cyclones
Wesbanco Arena, Wheeling

Sunday, March 16, 2025 4:10 PM

If you plan to attend, please contact the parish office at 304-233-4121
 or email tgreenwood@dwc.org to purchase one of our group tickets by March 3.

Pre-Game Celebration of Faith & Testimonials from Players   

Cathedral of St. Joseph Named Pilgrimage Site
The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston has designated four pilgrimage 
sites for the Jubilee Year 2025, including our own Cathedral of St. Joseph! 
The other sites are the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart (Charles-
ton), St. Patrick Church (Weston), and St. Joseph Parish (Martinsburg).
 
From now until December 28, 2025, the faithful are invited to visit these loca-
tions to obtain a Jubilee Indulgence, as called for by Pope Francis. To receive 
this special grace, pilgrims must:
 
Make a brief pilgrimage to one of the designated sites as a sign of conversion 
and hope.
 
Pray—by participating in Holy Mass, Liturgy of the Hours, the Stations of the 
Cross, or the Rosary.
 
Confess—receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation within 20 days before or 
after the pilgrimage.
 
Receive Holy Communion, reflecting on the hope God gives.
 
Pray for the Holy Father and his intentions, with the Our Father and Hail 
Mary recommended.
 
A Plenary Indulgence may be applied to oneself or a soul in purgatory and can 
be obtained once per day.
 
On the first Sunday of each month, at the principal Mass (10:30 a.m. at the  
Cathedral of St. Joseph), special recognition and blessings will be given to visit-
ing pilgrims.
 
For a full list of Jubilee pilgrimage sites in the U.S., visit 
www.usccb.org/jubilee2025/pilgrimage-sites-us

Let us embrace this sacred time as Pilgrims of Hope! 
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Saturday
6:00 pm

Sunday
8:00 am

Sunday
10:30 am

Jennifer W.
Judy M.

Paul B.
Kathy B.

Pat T.
Linda F.

Stephen L.

Sarah M.

The Brown Family
Martin I.

Vivienne P.
Jon G.

Susanna K.

Br. John B. Patti D.
Judy M.

Tamora M.
Julia S.

Diane F.
Catherine L.

March 1/2 Liturgical Ministers Schedule
Greeter Altar Server Reader EMHC

Faith Sharing Book Club
Sunday, March 2 at 9:00 a.m. | Rectory
Our Faith Sharing Book Club is currently reading "Habits 
for Holiness" by Father Mark Mary Ames, pages 1-66. All 
are welcome to our next gathering!

Young Adults Bible Study
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. | Parish Offices
Join our Young Adults Bible Study for inspiring discussions, 
meaningful fellowship, and an opportunity to grow in faith!

Collection Counters for this Week Leslie M., Deb Y.

GROUPS & MINISTRIES

St. Gianna Pro-Life Ministry

The Sisters in Grace, our Cathedral women's 
group, had a great time at their Galentine's 
Party last Saturday! From laughter and fellow-
ship to great food and heartfelt conversations, 
it was a beautiful reminder of the gift of friend-
ship in Christ. May we continue to lift each other 
up in grace and love!

The Sons of St. Joseph, our Cathedral men's 
group, dedicated their service evening this 
past week to both charity and evangelization!  
They prepared over 100 sandwiches for the 
Winter Freeze Shelter. Additionally, they assem-
bled hundreds of bags containing our "Little 
Jesus" figures and cards, which will soon be 
distributed throughout the area—sharing the 
message that "Everybody needs a little Jesus." 

Tuesday, March 4 at 6:00 p.m. | St. Alphonsus
Spiritual Adoption Update: Your 5 month old spiritually 
adopted Baby weighs one pound now, and his mother 
can feel his movement. Before this time, he was too small 
for her to feel. Although he swam with ease in his watery 
world, he needed to be big and strong enough to kick hard 
against the outside wall and dent it – the inside wall of the 
uterus has little feeling. We are mid-way through the preg-
nancy now. Your prayers have helped your baby’s mother 
continue with her pregnancy and seek the help she needs.

All men are invited to our Fellowship Evening 
this Wednesday, February 26 at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Chancery Cantina.



The month of February is dedicated to the Holy Family.  
The special devotion which proposes the Holy Family of  
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph as the model of virtue of all Christian 
households began in the 17th century. In the words of His 
Holiness Pope Leo XIII, "Nothing truly can be more salutary 
or efficacious for Christian families to meditate upon than the 
example of this Holy Family, which embraces the perfection 
and completeness of all domestic virtues."

Ways to Honor the Holy Family
•  Consecrate your family to the Holy Family

•  Pray the Rosary together

•  Strengthen your family's devotion to the Holy Eucharist 
    as the nourishment of family life

LIVING OUR FAITH
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SAINT OF THE WEEK
St. Gregory of Narek (c. 950–1003)
Feast Day: February 27
St. Gregory of Narek was an Arme-
nian monk, mystic, and poet whose 
writings continue to inspire deep 
prayer and devotion. Born into 
a family of scholars, he became a 
monk at Narek Monastery, dedicat-
ing his life to contemplation, writing, 
and teaching.
 
His most famous work, Book of 
Lamentations, is a profound collection of poetic prayers 
expressing humility, repentance, and trust in God’s mercy. 
Often called the "Doctor of Prayer," Gregory’s writings bridge 
the human soul with divine love, making him one of Armenia’s 
greatest spiritual figures.
 
Recognized as a Doctor of the Church in 2015, he is honored 
for his deep mystical insight and theological brilliance. 

St. Gregory of Narek, pray for us!

PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK

THE HOLY FATHER'S INTENTION
February: For priestly and religious vocations
Let us pray that the ecclesial community might welcome the 
desires and doubts of those young people who feel a call to 
serve Christ's mission in the priesthood and religious life.

A Prayer for Pope Francis
O God, shepherd and ruler of all the faithful, look favorably 
on your servant Francis, whom you have set at the head of 
your Church as her shepherd. Grant, we pray, that by word 
and example he may be of service to those over whom he 
presides so that, together with the flock entrusted to his care, 
he may come to everlasting life. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Recycling Blessed Palms
We invite everyone to bring in their blessed palms 
from last year to be burned for the ashes used on 
Ash Wednesday. Please place them in the desig-
nated container in the narthex labeled "Palms."

Please remember in your prayers:
Mary "Ginger" Kabala

Albert Harry Swoyer, Jr.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon them.

Rest in Peace

Blanche Kirkland
Joe Bechtel
Joyce Hehr
Maria Workman

Marsha Bartlett
Pat Edmon
Pete Cuffaro
Stephanie Bugaj

Our Homebound 
     Parishioners
Pope Francis

Please remember in your prayers:

If you or someone you know would like to be included on the prayer 
list, please e-mail tgreenwood@dwc.org.

Prayerful congratulations to 
Addison Jean Tankovits

who was welcomed into the Church 
through the Sacrament of Baptism 

on February 15, 2025.

Baptism
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WHY DO WE DO THAT?
Catholic Life Explained:
Mardi Gras

Question:
Carnivale and Mardi Gras celebrations are 
linked to Ash Wednesday, Lent, fast and 
abstinence. Can you tell us more about the 
connections between these events?

Answer:
Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the forty 
days known as Lent. Every year, Christians 
highlight this penitential season as a time 
of self-examination, reformation of one's 
life, and continued development of a deeper 
spiritual life. The recommended practices of 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving become the 
focus of Lenten activity and ritual. Each of 
these spiritual practices is aimed at personal 
discipline as well as continued concern for 
the other, especially the poor or alienated.

Forty days is a symbolic biblical period of 
time, during which personal transforma-
tion occurs and out of which people surface 
as more spiritual, ready to carry out God's 
mission. Relying on God's providence and 
care, no matter how difficult life becomes, 
is crucial to Lenten spirituality. Fasting was 
initially stricter, permitting only one simple 
meal a day without meat, fish, or other deli-
cacies. Such things were not even allowed in 
the house.

In order to prepare for this in an age of no 
refrigeration, people gathered to consume 
whatever was not allowed during Lent. 
This led to parties or celebrations originally 
referred to as Carnivale, literally meaning 
"goodbye to meat," or Mardi Gras, literally 
meaning "Fat Tuesday." The eating and cel-
ebrating ended on the Tuesday just before 
Ash Wednesday. Today we focus more on 
moderation in all things, as well as a strong 
concern the poor. What are you doing for the 
poor this Lent?

Our beautiful Cathedral, rich in history and faith, is in need of some important 
repairs and upgrades to preserve its integrity for future generations. The  
Diocesan Office of Buildings and Properties and our Cathedral Finance Council 
has identified three critical maintenance projects that require attention:
Roof Repairs: A significant leak in the roof, especially problematic during 
strong winds, threatens further interior damage. The estimated repair is around 
$145,000.
Wall Repairs: Cracked limestone near one of the transept windows needs 
urgent attention to prevent further deterioration. The estimated cost for this 
repair is $9,680.
HVAC System Replacement: Our air conditioning system is aging, and the 
refrigerant it uses is now obsolete. The air handlers are nearing the end of their 
lifespan, with an estimated replacement cost of approximately $250,000. 
Your generous contributions will help us safeguard our Cathedral’s future. 
Please consider making a donation towards these essential repairs. Every gift 
makes a difference. Thank you for your continued support and prayers.

"For God loves a cheerful giver." - 2 Corinthians 9:7

CATHEDRAL MAINTENANCE FUND

So far we have received $10,045 in donations. Thank you for your support!

If you have a question you'd like answered, 
please email tgreenwood@dwc.org.



9 The Cathedral Courier February 23, 2025

Liturgical music is a central part to Catholic worship. From the 
expression of the text to the ritual itself, liturgical music weds 
together theology and human emotion in such a way that only 
music can accomplish. Nothing else can combine the human 
emotional experience and the liturgical experiences of God 
quite like music. The sacred liturgies are not merely accom-
panied by the addition music to pass the time, sacred music is 
integral and goes hand-in-hand with the liturgy. It is because 
of this that we strive for the very best in our music here at the 
Cathedral of Saint Joseph.

"Music, great music, distends the spirit, arouses profound 
emotions and almost naturally invites us to raise our minds 
and hearts to God in all situations of human existence, the 
joyful and the sad. Music can become prayer." Pope Bene-
dict XVI

Music that blends both spiritual and artistic excellence, is 
liturgical – it is sacred.  Such music has the ability to cultivate, 
strengthen, and deepen the spiritual experience of those 
gathered for worship.  The musical tradition of the Church 
is a treasure of immeasurable value. Liturgical music never 
dominates, but serves. Sacred music imparts spiritual truth to 
one's mind, heart, and soul.  It displays a dimension of mean-
ing and feeling that mere words cannot.  Music makes prayer 
more pleasing, promotes a sense of congregational unity, and 
confers greater solemnity upon the sacred rites.

“The singing of the Church comes ultimately out of love. It is 
the utter depth of love that produces the singing. “Cantare 
amantis est”, says St. Augustine, singing is a lover’s thing. In 
so saying, we come again to the Trinitarian interpretation of 
Church music. The Holy Spirit is love, and it is he who produces 
the singing. He is the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit who draws us 
into love for Christ and so leads to the Father.” -Pope Benedict 
XVI, “The Spirit of the Liturgy”, (SF, CA: Ignatius, 2000), p. 142.
Singing is an expression of joy.  In Colossians 3:16, St. Paul 
exhorts the faithful assembled in expectation of their Lord's 
return to sing together.  He says, "Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly.., singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with 
gratitude in your hearts to God."  Our relationship with God is 
one of love, and whether we sing loudly or softly, on pitch or 
out of tune, sing!   St. Augustine, as quoted above, very rightly 
says that, "it is natural for a lover to sing.," and that "those 
who sing pray twice."

One of the most rewarding things for a liturgical musician 
(cantor, choir member, or organist) is to hear a congregation 
united in song singing their praise to God. Music serves to 
unite together those who worship. The Church encourages 
all to participate more fully in the liturgy by singing. God is not 
judging the pitch, tone, or quality of our voices - he is listening 
to the heart. We sing as a congregation, not worried about our 
individual quality, to unite in praising God. Throughout Scrip-
ture, the command to sing is given to God’s people more than 
four hundred times. It is not an option, nor is it a recommen-
dation. It is a command appropriate for everyone. The only 
requirement is to have a song to sing, and all Christians have 
a song to sing: the song of the redeemed. The great hymnist 
Isaac Watts said, “Let those refuse to sing who never knew 
our God. We who do know God, must never refuse to sing!” 
There are no prerequisites to sing this song, God simply says, 
“Sing!” So sing your praise, your song of love to God – He will 
surely be pleased.

As always, we are seeking new members for the Cathe-
dral Choir and invite anyone who might be interested to 
join us! If you are interested in joining the choir please 
contact Matthew Berher at mberher@dwc.org or by call-
ing the office at (304)230-1565 for more information. 
Please consider serving the Cathedral Parish by taking 
part in the essential ministry. Come sing with us!

Sing to the Lord: The Vital Role of Sacred Music in Worship
How Music Elevates Prayer, Unites the Faithful, and Draws Us Closer to God
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Open to men 18 and older
Pray, share meals, and meet with current WV seminarians
Hear talks about priestly life and discernment

Apply today!  

ST. JOHN XXIII PASTORAL CENTER
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DIOCESE  OF  WHEELING-CHARLESTON

PRIESTHOOD

100 Hodges Rd,  Charleston,  WV 25314



It only takes
one

conversation
invitation
prayer

encounter

GO WALK WITH ONE 
Someone in your life is waiting for a moment that will change 
everything. God is ready to deliver, and he wants YOU to be a 
part of that story. This is your opportunity to be God’s instrument 
in the life of someone you know and love. 

Scan the code to get started!

eucharisticrevival.org/walk-with-one


